20 Things You Need To Know About How To Get A Driving License In Ireland

How to Get a Driving License in Ireland: The Complete Step-by-Step
Guide

Securing a driving license is a significant turning point, using newfound independence and mobility.
Nevertheless, browsing the Irish licensing system can seem intimidating for newbies. Managed primarily by the
Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), the process involves a structured

series of checks, lessons, and tests designed to ensure road safety.

Whether an individual is a complete newbie or an international chauffeur looking to exchange their credentials,

this detailed guide details everything required to get a complete driving license in Ireland.

1. The Stages of the Irish Driving License System

Ireland utilizes a phased licensing system to ensure motorists acquire experience slowly. Comprehending where

the journey starts is the first important step.

* Learner Permit: This is the initial document needed before a person can lawfully drive on Irish roads. It

shows they are finding out to drive and need to be accompanied by a fully certified driver (in most cases).

¢ Full Driving License: The ultimate objective. This is gotten after passing the official driving test and permits

the holder to drive unaccompanied.

2. Step One: Applying for a Learner Permit

Before getting behind the wheel of a car, applicants should secure a Learner Permit for Category B (vehicles).

Prerequisites:

® Must be at least 17 years of ages (for cars).

® Should pass the Driver Theory Test.

The Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The DTT is a computer-based multiple-choice test screening understanding of the Rules of the Road, roadway

indications, and threat awareness.

® Cost: EUR45
® Format: 40 multiple-choice questions; candidates must get 35 correct to pass within a 45-minute limit.

* Preparation: Candidates ought to study the official Rules of the Road book and utilize online practice

platforms.

Using to the NDLS

As soon as the theory test is passed, applicants can reserve an appointment with the National Driver Licence

Service (NDLS) either online or personally.

Required Documentation:



1. Passed Driver Theory Test certificate (released within the last 2 years).

2. Signed NDLS vision report form (completed by an eye doctor or physician, if applicable).
3. Evidence of identity (e.g., a valid Passport).

4. Evidence of address (dated within the last six months).

5. Evidence of PPSN (Public Services Card or a file from the Revenue Commissioners).

6. Application cost (presently EUR35).

3. Step Two: Essential Driver Training (EDT)

Once the Learner Permit shows up, the student should finish a compulsory training program called Essential

Driver Training (EDT) before they can sit their driving test.

EDT includes 12 one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI). These lessons cover core

driving skills, ranging from automobile controls to intricate traffic situations.

Summary of EDT Lessons

Lesson Number Lesson Focus Lesson 1 Controls and security checks Lesson 2 Right positioning Lesson 3 Mirror
usage and altering instructions Lesson 4 Maneuvering (reversing and parking) Lesson 5 Ultimate guiding control
Lesson 6 Under-the-hood checks and secondary controls Lesson 7 Anticipation and observation Lesson 8
Dealing with threats Lesson 9 The art of smooth driving (equipment modifications) Lesson 10 Driving at night
and in poor visibility Lesson 11 Driving at higher speeds (double carriageways) Lesson 12 Safe driving revision

and last assessment

Note: Between official EDT lessons, learners must practice with a sponsor-- someone who has held a complete

driving license for a minimum of 2 years.

4. Step Three: The Driving Test

After finishing the 12 EDT Driving Licence Ireland lessons and logging them into the official MyEDT portal, the

student is qualified to get the useful driving test.

How to Apply:

1. Visit the RSA site.
2. Select a preferred test center.
3. Pay the test fee (currently EUR85 for a car/Category B).

4. Join the waiting list. (Waiting times can differ considerably depending upon the test center location).

What the Test Involves:

The practical driving test lasts roughly 40 minutes and assesses the motorist's capability to deal with the car

securely and competently in different traffic conditions.
* Car Safety Checks: Before entering into the automobile, the tester will ask concerns about technical
elements of the car (e.g., inspecting tire tread, brake fluid, or lights) and hand signals.

® The Drive: The tester will direct the motorist along a pre-planned path, evaluating observation, usage of

mirrors, placing, speed management, and total roadway courtesy.


https://irishdrivinglicense.com/

* Maneuvers: The driver will be asked to carry out a reverse around a corner, a turnabout (three-point turn),

and usually a hill start.

Marking System:

Mistakes are classified into 3 levels:

® Grade 1: Minor faults (e.g., slight hesitation). Building up a lot of of these can result in a stop working.
* Grade 2: More major faults (e.g., stopping working to inspect a blind spot).

® Grade 3: Dangerous or possibly harmful faults. Even one Grade 3 fault leads to an automatic fail.

5. Step Four: Upgrading to a Full License

Congratulations-- passing the driving test is a significant accomplishment! However, the process is not rather
completed. The RSA will provide a Certificate of Competency, which must then be exchanged for a full driving

license.

Last Steps to Get the Full License:
1. Book a visit with the NDLS (or apply online by means of ndls.ie if holding a Public Services Card and a
validated MyGovID).
2. Submit the Certificate of Competency (valid for two years from the date of problem).
3. Surrender the current Learner Permit.
4. Supply a finished vision report (if needed).

5. Pay the full license fee (currently EUR55 for a 10-year license).

Summary of Costs and Timeline

To assist budget for the journey, here is a general breakdown of the financial investment and time dedication

needed:

Stage Estimated Cost (EUR) Estimated Time Chauffeur Theory Test EUR45 1-- 2 weeks preparation Student
Permit Application EUR35 1 week processing EDT Driving Lessons (x12) EUR400-- EUR600 6 months
(obligatory waiting period) Practical Driving Test EUR85 Varies based on waiting lists Full License Fee EUR55 1
week processing Total (Approximate) EUR620-- EUR820 6 to 12 Months+

Final Tips for Success

* Reserve Lessons Early: Do not wait till the eleventh hour to book EDT lessons. Spacing them out permits
time to practice between sessions.

* Practice Consistently: Real-world experience is vital. Attempt to drive in various weather condition
conditions, during the night, and on varying roadway types before taking the test.

e Stay Calm on Test Day: Nerves are normal, however bear in mind that the driving tester is simply assessing

security and skills, not looking for perfection.

By following these structured actions-- from theory test to last license-- new drivers will be well-prepared to

navigate Irish roads securely and with confidence for several years to come.



