
After Acceptance: Securing Your Swiss Study Permit with
Support from AELO Swiss Academy

The acceptance email tends to arrive on an ordinary day. You are between tasks, or on a bus, or half asleep, and
suddenly everything changes: relief, pride, the reflex to screenshot it for your family before you have even
finished reading the whole message. We have watched this moment play out with hundreds of students over the
years, on video calls and across our reception desk, and it never becomes routine for us either.

Then, quietly, a second feeling moves in. A question you were too excited to ask in the first hour: what happens
now? Because an admission letter is a promise, but it is not a key. The key is the Swiss residence permit, and for
most international students it is the least understood, most feared part of the entire journey. If that is where you
are right now, breathing slightly less easily than you were an hour ago, this article is for you. We wrote it the way
we talk to students at AELO Swiss Academy: honestly, with the rough edges left in, because the permit process
has rough edges and pretending otherwise would not help you.

The letter that starts the clock
Your admission letter does more than confirm your place. It is the anchor document for everything that follows.
The Swiss authorities will not process a study permit for a student who cannot prove, on official paper, that an
institution has admitted them, for which program, and for how long. The letter also fixes your timeline in a way
many students do not anticipate: the cantonal migration office will expect you to arrive and start your studies on
the dates written on it, and a file that contradicts those dates raises questions.

So the first thing we do with a newly accepted student at AELO Swiss Academy is not celebrate, although there is
usually some of that too. It is a document review. We check that your admission letter states the full program
dates, the tuition status, and your name exactly as it appears in your passport. You would be surprised how often
the name is wrong. A missing middle name is usually fine. A different order of family names, a transliteration that
changed somewhere between your passport office and our enrollment system, or a married name that never
made it onto your passport: these are the small cracks that files fall through. Fixing them takes us five minutes on
a Tuesday. Fixing them after the embassy has flagged them takes weeks.

Two doors into the same country
Switzerland runs two separate paths to a study residence permit, and which one you walk depends almost
entirely on your passport.

If you are a citizen of an EU or EFTA country, you generally do not need a visa at all. You travel to Switzerland
freely, and once you are here you apply for your residence permit locally, REDIT registering within fourteen days
of arrival. The bureaucracy still exists, but you get to face it from your new room rather than from a waiting room
in your home country. That matters emotionally more than people admit.

If you are from anywhere else, you apply for a national visa, the type D visa, at the Swiss embassy or consulate
covering your region before you travel. Here is the part that confuses almost everyone: the embassy does not
decide. The embassy checks that your file is complete, takes your biometrics, and forwards everything to the
migration office of the canton where you will study. There are twenty-six cantons, each with its own migration
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office, its own forms, its own quirks, and its own reading of the national rules. The canton decides, the embassy
issues the visa, and you enter Switzerland.

One warning before anything else: do not apply for a Schengen short-stay visa, the type C tourist visa, because a
friend told you it was easier. It is easier, and it is wrong. A ninety-day tourist visa cannot be converted into a
study permit from inside Switzerland in the way you might hope, and arriving on the wrong visa has cost
students an entire intake. We have seen it happen, and helping a student through the aftermath is far harder than
preventing it in a ten-minute call.

Also understand what the visa in your passport actually is. It is usually valid for a short entry window, commonly
around ninety days. It is a door key, not the residence permit itself. The permit, the student B permit that covers
the duration of your studies, is issued by the canton after you arrive and register. Students sometimes panic when
they see the short validity printed next to their visa, thinking the permit was denied or that they misunderstood
everything. They did not. The system just works in two stages.

The paper trail, and where students lose weeks
Every canton phrases its requirements slightly differently, but the core file is remarkably consistent across
Switzerland:

A passport valid well beyond your intended stay, with blank pages and no damage.

The original admission letter from AELO Swiss Academy, showing program dates and tuition status.

Proof of financial means, in a form the canton accepts.

Your previous diplomas and transcripts, with certified translations where the originals are not in English,
German, French, or Italian.

A curriculum vitae and, for some cantons and nationalities, a short motivation letter explaining why this
program, in this country.

The list looks manageable, and it is, which is exactly why it becomes dangerous. Students treat it as a checklist to
finish rather than a file to build, and the difference shows. A bank statement screenshotted from a phone app
instead of downloaded as an official PDF. A translation done by a cousin who studies English. A diploma scanned
so crooked and dim that the stamp looks like a coffee stain. None of these things will get you refused on their
own, but each one triggers a query, and every query adds weeks, because queries travel from the canton to the
embassy to you and back again.

Documents from abroad may also need an apostille or, depending on your country, a full legalization chain
through your foreign ministry. This is the single most underestimated step in the whole process, in our
experience. Some students can obtain an apostille in a day. Others discover that their university needs three
weeks to issue a fresh transcript before the apostille process can even start. Ask about this now, not in June.

Money: the part that decides more outcomes than people expect
If refusals happen, insufficient or unconvincing financial proof is the most common reason, and it is also the most
preventable.

Switzerland wants evidence that you can support yourself without working, because student work rights are
limited and not guaranteed. Cantons work with different reference figures, and most land somewhere between
roughly CHF 19,000 and CHF 30,000 per academic year, with many cantons using a figure in the neighborhood of
CHF 21,000. Some cantons accept a bit less with documented cheap housing; some want more in expensive



cities. When you ask us what number applies to you, we will give you the range honestly and then check the
practice of your specific canton, because a number that satisfies one office can disappoint another.

What matters almost as much as the amount is the story the money tells. A savings account showing steady
balances over recent months reads as stable. An account that held CHF 400 for a year and then received CHF
25,000 three days before the embassy appointment reads as a question mark, even if the money is entirely
legitimate, perhaps a family gift or a property sale. We always ask students to explain large deposits with a short
signed letter from whoever transferred the funds, attached to the statement. It costs nothing and it preempts the
query.

Sponsorship from parents works in most cantons, but it must look formal: a signed commitment letter, the
sponsor's own bank statements, and evidence of the relationship. Last intake we reviewed a file where a father
had written a warm, sincere support letter by hand on lined paper. The sentiment was beautiful. The canton
wanted something it could file. We helped redo it in a signed, dated format with his statements attached, and the
permit came through, but the handwritten version alone would have cost a month.

Scholarships count toward the requirement, and so does proof of paid tuition. This is one reason we issue tuition
receipts promptly and precisely: the canton will cross-check what you claim against what the institution confirms,
and the two documents must agree to the franc.

Where AELO Swiss Academy actually helps
Let us be honest about what support means here, because vague promises help no one.

We cannot influence the cantonal migration office, and any institution that hints otherwise is not being straight
with you. The canton is independent, and that independence is part of what makes the Swiss system trustworthy.
What we can do, and what we do for every enrolled student, is make sure the file the canton receives is complete,
consistent, and easy to approve. We review your documents before the embassy ever sees them, we flag the
name mismatches and the suspicious bank statements, we confirm your admission details the same week the
canton asks us rather than the same month, and we tell you what to expect at each stage so that silence during
processing does not spiral into panic.

We also stay with you after arrival, which is when many students feel most alone.


