Yes, you can replace just the AC compressor, but refrigerant compatibility is the critical factor that determines
success. The refrigerant type in your system—whether R-22, R-410A, or the newer R-454B—must align with your
compressor replacement to maintain EPA compliance and system efficiency. We help Sacramento homeowners

navigate this decision through proper refrigerant reality assessment.

What Refrigerant Type Is Circulating in Your Current System?

Before any compressor replacement, we identify the refrigerant already in your AC unit. This is non-negotiable.
Most systems installed before 2010 use R-22, a hydrochlorofluorocarbon that the EPA has phased out due to
ozone depletion. Homeowners certified hvac repairman in Natomas, Hollywood Park, and East Sacramento
often own older units still running on R-22, and the phase-out creates a real constraint: new R-22 production

stopped in 2020, making it expensive and increasingly scarce.

Newer systems, installed roughly between 2010 and 2023, typically run R-410A, a hydrofluoroolefin that became
the standard replacement. Today, the industry is transitioning to R-454B, an even lower-global-warming-potential
refrigerant. Sacramento Precision HVAC Repair identifies your refrigerant type immediately when you call,
because the answer shapes the entire replacement strategy. If you don't know what you have, we can tell you

within minutes of arrival at your home.

Can Your New Compressor Accept the Refrigerant Already Charged in
Your System?

This is where compressor replacement becomes more than a simple swap. A new compressor designed for R-
410A cannot safely operate with R-22 in the circuit. Conversely, retrofitting an R-22 system to accept a modern
compressor requires changing out not just the compressor but the entire charge—meaning we drain the old
refrigerant, flush the lines, and install fresh R-410A or R-454B. This is not a partial repair; it's a system-wide

decision.

When homeowners near Sacramento Metro Fire District Station 105 or other parts of the metro area ask whether
they can simply replace the compressor, the honest answer depends on refrigerant reality. If the existing
refrigerant matches the new compressor's design specs, yes—a straight replacement is possible. If there's a
mismatch, the retrofit becomes necessary, and that changes scope, cost, and timeline. Sacramento Precision

HVAC Repair discusses this openly so you understand what you're choosing.

Why R-22 Phase-Out Affects Your Compressor Replacement Today

The EPA's R-22 phase-out is the enforcement behind refrigerant reality. The last production and import of R-22
ended in 2020. After that date, supply comes only from reclaimed and recycled stocks. This scarcity drives prices
up dramatically—sometimes $50 to $200 per pound—and availability shrinks every month. For homeowners in
East Sacramento and surrounding areas, a compressor failure in a 15-year-old R-22 system puts them at a fork:

repair the old compressor using expensive, limited refrigerant, or retrofit the entire system to R-410A or R-454B.

We've guided hundreds of Sacramento homeowners through this decision over 12 years. A system-wide retrofit
eliminates dependence on a vanishing refrigerant. Your charge level stays stable, the EPA compliance box stays
checked, and your system remains serviceable for decades. Replacing just the compressor in an R-22 system
often makes financial sense only if the rest of the unit is very new and the compressor failure was a fluke—

otherwise, a retrofit is the smarter long-term move.
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Charge Level Accuracy After Compressor Replacement

Once the new compressor is installed, our technicians must verify that the charge level—the exact amount of
refrigerant circulating through the system—matches the manufacturer's specification. An undercharged or
overcharged system works poorly and damages the compressor faster. Residents close to River View Park and

throughout the greater Sacramento area rely on us to get this right the first time.

If you're doing a straight replacement (new compressor, same refrigerant type), the charge level should remain
stable if no other components failed. But if you're retrofitting from R-22 to R-410A, the charge calculation
changes because R-410A has different pressure and mass characteristics. We pull a deep vacuum to remove all
moisture and noncondensable gases, then weigh in the precise charge by hand. This step is where EPA

compliance gets verified and system efficiency is locked in. Guessing at charge level is a recipe for early failure.

EPA Compliance and Documentation During Compressor Replacement

Any compressor replacement involving refrigerant recovery, evacuation, or charging requires an EPA-certified
technician. This is not optional and not negotiable. Federal law prohibits venting refrigerant to the atmosphere,
and compressor replacement almost always involves some handling of the charge. Sacramento Precision HVAC
Repair maintains full EPA certification, and our team is licensed, bonded, and insured to perform all refrigerant
work in Sacramento, CA. We document every charge, recovery, and evacuation, which protects you and your

system's warranty.

When we replace a compressor at 501 W St, Sacramento, CA 95818 or anywhere in our service area, we generate
paperwork that proves the work was done to EPA standard. That documentation matters if you ever sell your
home or pursue a warranty claim. Homeowners who hire unlicensed techs or DIY enthusiasts risk system failure,

EPA fines, and voidance of coverage.



What Does an HVAC
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When Compressor Replacement Alone Makes Sense

A standalone compressor replacement works best when the rest of your AC system is newer, the refrigerant type
is current (R-410A or R-454B), and the unit has been well-maintained. If you have a 5-year-old system running R-
410A and the compressor fails due to a fluke mechanical issue—a bearing seizing, a motor failure unrelated to
refrigerant condition—replacing just the compressor is efficient and cost-effective. We drain the old charge,
remove the failed compressor, install a new one rated for R-410A, evacuate the lines, and recharge with fresh R-

410A at the correct level. You're back online quickly and affordably.

But if your system is 12+ years old, running R-22, and the compressor has failed, the refrigerant reality is
different. R-22 scarcity and cost tip the equation toward a full retrofit. Sacramento Precision HVAC Repair listens
to your situation, explains both paths, and lets you choose based on budget and timeline. We've earned 5-star
Google reviews by being honest about what's actually the right move for your refrigerant type and system age,

not the biggest paycheck.

Your Next Step: A Free Refrigerant Assessment

When you call Sacramento Precision HVAC Repair at (916) 269-3884, we'll ask about your system's age, its current

refrigerant type, and whether the compressor is your only problem. From there, we discuss whether a straight



compressor swap or a full retrofit makes sense given EPA compliance and your local Sacramento climate. Summer
heat above 100°F demands an efficient, properly charged system, and winter heating cycles add wear. We
respond on time and arrive prepared to give you a professional, fair-pricing quote hvac near me repair on the
spot. You can also visit hvacrepairsacramento2.com to learn more about our services and read our customer
reviews. We've been serving Sacramento for 12 years, and refrigerant reality is always our starting point—not an
afterthought.

Sacramento Precision HVAC Repair
501 W St, Sacramento, CA 95818

(916) 269-3884
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