
20 Important Questions To Have To Ask About Driving License Renewal Poland Before You Decide To Purchase It

Navigating the Maze: A Comprehensive Guide to Driving License
Renewal in Poland
For both native Polish citizens and the ever-growing international expat community, holding a kup prawo jazdy
valid driving license is a staple of daily self-reliance. Nevertheless, bureaucratic processes in a foreign country-- or
even your home nation-- can often feel daunting. If your Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) is approaching its
expiration date, or if you hold a foreign license that requires to be exchanged, understanding the proper
treatment is crucial to avoiding significant fines and legal complications.

This detailed guide breaks down whatever you require to learn about driving license renewal in Poland,
guaranteeing you struck the roadway once again with confidence.

1. Comprehending the Types of Driving Licenses in Poland
Before diving into the renewal procedure, it is essential to comprehend the nature of your file. Poland has actually
transitioned from old, indefinite paper licenses to contemporary, EU-standard plastic card formats.

Indefinite Licenses: Older Polish driving licenses provided before January 19, 2013, sometimes do not have
an expiration date printed on them. Nevertheless, EU guidelines mandate that all physical driving licenses
should ultimately be moved to the new format. Most importantly, even "indefinite" licenses will need to
be exchanged in between 2028 and 2033.

Timed Licenses: Modern categories (such as AM, A1, A2, A, B1, B, B+E, T) are usually issued for a maximum
of 15 years, closely tied to the credibility of the medical checkup. Expert classifications (C, C+E, D, etc) have
much shorter credibility durations, usually 5 years.

2. Who Needs to Renew Their License?
You must look for a driving license renewal or exchange in Poland under the following circumstances:

1. Expiration of Validity: The administrative date printed on the back of your card (point 4b) has passed.

2. Damaged or Illegible Card: The photo, text, or structure of the physical card is jeopardized.

3. Name or Data Change: If legal names or personal information have altered.

4. Exchange of Foreign Licenses: Expats relocating to Poland from non-EU countries usually have up to 185
days to exchange their foreign license for a Polish one.

3. Step-by-Step Renewal Process
Renewing a driving license in Poland is a structured procedure. Follow these actions to guarantee a smooth
experience:

Step 1: Get a Medical Examination ( Badanie Lekarskie)

Unless you are exchanging a valid foreign EU license without medical requirements, you will likely require a
certificate from a licensed occupational medicine doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do badań kierowców).
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What it includes: A standard medical examination focusing on vision, basic physical health, and sometimes
psychological screening (especially for professional drivers).

Expense: Regulated by the state, normally around 200 PLN.

Action 2: Take a Passport-Sized Photograph

You will need a recent, clear, color picture determining 35 x 45 mm, taken against a plain background, revealing
the face from the front without dark glasses or hats.

Step 3: Gather Additional Documents

Guarantee you have the following all set before submitting your application:

Your existing driving license.

A legitimate ID (Passport or Polish Dowód Osobisty/ Residence Card Karta Pobytu).

Completed application (available at the regional office or online through the Polska Wytwórnia Papierów
Wartościowych website).

Verification of payment.

Step 4: Submit the Application

Applications are processed locally. You need to go to the office corresponding to your location of residence:

City Residents: City Hall ( Urząd Miasta).

District Residents: District Office ( Urząd Dzielnicy in major cities like Warsaw) or County Office ( Starostwo
Powiatowe).

Online: You can submit the application digitally through the main government portal obywatel.gov.pl
(requires a Trusted Profile/ Profil Zaufany), though you will still require to pick up the physical card in
individual or pay for postal shipment.

Expenses and Timeframes at a Glance
Browsing administrative fees and wait times helps set realistic expectations for the renewal process.

Cost Type Description Expense (Approximate) Administrative Fee Requirement processing and issuance of the
plastic card 100 PLN Medical Examination Necessary physician's visit for fitness 200 PLN Courier Delivery
(Optional) Having the license mailed directly to your home ~ 10-20 PLN Total Estimated Cost Total renewal
procedure 300 - 320 PLN

Keep in mind: Processing times normally vary from 9 to 30 days, depending on the workload of the specific Urząd
and whether any background checks are required.

4. Unique Considerations for Expats and Foreigners
If you are a worldwide resident living in Poland, the rules relating to driving license renewal depend greatly on
the providing nation of your present license.

EU/ EFTA Licenses: If your license was issued by an EU or EEA member state, you usually do not need to
exchange it. You can drive in Poland until it expires in its home country. Nevertheless, you can willingly
exchange it for a Polish license if you have actually established residency in Poland.



Non-EU Licenses (Third-Country Nationals): If you hold a license from outside the EU (e.g., USA, UK,
Ukraine, India), you are permitted to use it for as much as 185 days after becoming a Polish local. After this
duration, you must exchange your foreign license for a Polish one.

Crucial: Depending on bilateral contracts between Poland and your home country, exchanging a non-EU
license may require you to pass the Polish theoretical driving test ( Teoria). Always check the specific
requirements for your native land at your regional Urząd.

Summary Checklist for a Stress-Free Renewal
To ensure you don't miss a beat, keep this checklist helpful:

Check the expiration date on the back of your current card.

Arrange and complete your medical assessment.

Take a fresh 35x45mm photograph.

Pay the 100 PLN administrative fee and keep the invoice.

Prepare your ID, residence permit (if relevant), and present license.

Send the application either online by means of Profil Zaufany or personally at your local Urząd Miasta/
Starostwo Powiatowe.

Screen the status online and pick up your glossy new Prawo Jazdy!

.?.!! Driving lawfully in Poland offers freedom and peace of mind. By starting the renewal procedure a couple of
weeks before your present card expires, you can effortlessly kupie prawo jazdy bypass administrative delays and
keep securely moving on on Polish roadways.
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