
What to Do When You Get Your Keys Locked in
Trunk
It happens to almost everyone at some point. You pop the trunk to load groceries, drop off a
bag, or stow sports gear, then close it before you realize something terrible: your keys are
inside. The trunk latch clicks shut, and you are left standing on the driveway or in a parking lot
with no way to start the car. If you live in Brampton, this scenario is especially common during
the winter months when people are rushing to get out of the cold. Fortunately, getting your
keys locked in trunk does not have to ruin your day if you know whom to call and what to try
first.

Before you panic, check every door handle. Many cars have a manual release inside the cabin
that pops the trunk, but if your keys are in the trunk, you probably cannot get into the cabin
either. Some vehicles have a fold-down rear seat that provides a pass-through to the trunk, but
that only works if the seat release is accessible from inside the car. If you are locked out
entirely, you need a different approach.

First Steps: Stay Calm and Assess
The moment you realize your keys are inside the trunk, take a breath. Look around. Is there a
second set of keys at home? Does a family member have a spare? If the answer is yes and you
are within walking or riding distance, that is your fastest option. If not, you will need
professional lockout assistance. In Brampton, calling a Brampton locksmith who offers a
vehicle unlock service is the most direct path. These specialists have the tools and training to
open your trunk without damaging the car.

One important thing to remember: do not try to force the trunk open with a screwdriver or a
coat hanger. Modern vehicles have sensitive electronics and mechanical linkages. A wrong
move can break the car door lock actuator or damage the latch assembly, turning a simple
lockout into an expensive repair. A vehicle entry specialist knows how to work with the specific
make and model of your car, whether it is a sedan, hatchback, or SUV.

Common Tools and Techniques
Professional automotive locksmiths carry a range of equipment to handle trunk lockouts. One
classic tool is the Slim Jim tool, a thin strip of metal that can be slid between the window glass
and the weatherstripping to manipulate the locking mechanism. However, the Slim Jim tool is
less common on modern cars because of added safety features and reinforced door panels.
Many locksmiths now use a wedge and a long reach tool or a key extraction tool that can grab
the keys through a small gap without triggering the alarm.



Another approach involves using a lockout kit, which contains wedges, air wedges, and rods
designed to create a tiny opening in the door frame. Through that gap, the locksmith can press
the unlock button on the key fob or use a tool to pull the keys forward. If your car has a manual
trunk release inside the cabin, the locksmith may open the door first, then pop the trunk from
inside. This method is often quicker than trying to work on the trunk itself.

Why a Professional Is Worth the Cost
Some drivers consider calling roadside assistance, such as CAA, especially if they have a
membership. CAA does cover lockouts, but their response time can vary depending on the time
of day and the volume of calls. In a busy Brampton evening, you might wait an hour or more. A
24-hour locksmith who specializes in vehicle entry can often arrive in under thirty minutes. The
cost is usually between fifty and one hundred dollars, which is far cheaper than replacing a
broken lock or paying for a new key fob.

There is also the risk of damaging the lock or the transponder system. Modern car key fob
batteries power the remote that communicates with the vehicle's computer. If you damage the
fob or the receiver, you may need transponder key programming, which can cost hundreds of
dollars and require a trip to the dealership. A professional locksmith avoids that risk by using
techniques that do not interfere with electronics.

Prevention: Build a Simple Lockout Kit
After you get your keys back, it is wise to prepare for the next time. Because let us be honest, if
you have ever had your keys locked in trunk, you are statistically more likely to do it again. Here
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are a few items that can help:

A spare car key fob battery stored in your wallet or purse. A dead battery can mimic a
lockout because the fob stops working, but the key itself may still be in the trunk.

A magnetic key box attached under the chassis. Keep a basic metal key (not the fob)
in it. This works only if your car has a traditional key slot.

A small lockout kit from an auto parts store. Some kits include a wedge and a reach
tool that can open a locked door in an emergency.

A written note in your phone or wallet with the phone number of a reliable Brampton
locksmith who provides 24-hour locksmith service.

A spare keyless entry remote that you keep at home or with a trusted neighbor. If you
lose your primary remote, you can still get in.

These steps cost very little but can save you from standing outside in the cold waiting for help.

When to Call a Specialist vs. Do-It-Yourself
There are situations where you might try to open the trunk yourself. If you have some
experience with locksport or own a lock picking set, you could attempt to manipulate the lock
cylinder. However, trunk locks are often different from door locks. They are smaller and have
fewer pins, making them trickier to pick. Also, many modern trunks do not even have a keyhole.
They are opened solely by an electronic release button in the cabin or by the key fob. In that
case, picking is not an option.

Another DIY method is the pop-a-lock technique, which involves using an air wedge to create a
gap, then inserting a rod to press the trunk release button. This works well on some models but
can set off the alarm or damage the weatherstripping if done too aggressively. If you are not
confident, it is better to wait for a professional. A vehicle entry specialist can handle the job in
minutes without leaving any sign they were there.



The Role of the Car Door Lock Actuator
One component that often confuses people during a lockout is the car door lock actuator. This
is the electric motor that moves the locking rod up and down when you press the lock button
on your remote. If the actuator fails, the door may not open even with the correct key. In those
cases, the keys locked in trunk situation becomes more complex because the locksmith must
bypass the actuator manually. An experienced Brampton locksmith knows how to test the
actuator and decide whether to work through the door or go directly to the trunk.

If you have a master key that works on both the door and the trunk, keep it separate from your
regular key ring. That way, even if your daily keys end up in the trunk, you still have a way into
the car. Some drivers carry a master key in their wallet or purse. It is a simple habit that can
prevent a lockout entirely.

Final Thoughts on Staying Prepared
Getting your keys locked in trunk is frustrating, but it does not have to be a crisis. The key is
knowing your options ahead of time and having a plan. If you live in or travel through Brampton,
save the number of a local 24-hour locksmith in your phone. Check your roadside assistance
membership to see what lockout coverage it includes. And if you ever find yourself staring at
your keys through the trunk window, take a deep breath and make the call. A professional will



have you back on the road quickly, and the whole experience will be a story you can laugh
about later.


