
A free consultation with a bicycle accident lawyer is rarely just a meet-and-greet. For most injured cyclists, it
happens after a frightening collision, a trip to the emergency room, missed work, damaged gear, and the first
unsettling calls from an insurance adjuster. By the time someone picks up the phone to schedule that
appointment, they usually want answers to practical questions, not vague reassurances. Do I have a case? Who
pays my medical bills? What if the driver says I swerved? How long will this take? What happens if I cannot afford
a lawyer?

If you are looking for a Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver cyclists can turn to, the consultation is the first real
chance to sort facts from assumptions. It is where an attorney begins evaluating liability, damages, insurance
coverage, and timing. It is also where you get to evaluate the lawyer. That part matters more than many people
realize.

A strong consultation should leave you with a clearer sense of your options, the strengths and weaknesses of
your claim, and what the next few months may look like. It should not feel like a sales pitch. It should feel like a
working session focused on your accident, your injuries, and your next steps.



Why the consultation matters more than people expect
Cycling injury cases often look simple from the outside. A driver hits a rider, the rider gets hurt, the insurance
company pays. In practice, bicycle claims can become complicated very quickly. Visibility, lane positioning, right
turns, dooring incidents, bike lane conflicts, comparative fault arguments, and witness credibility all shape the
value of a case. So do gaps in treatment, preexisting injuries, and the amount of available insurance.

Denver presents its own mix of factors. Urban riding means interactions with turning vehicles, delivery traffic,
parked cars, buses, rideshare drivers, and intersections where everyone thinks they had the right of way. Some
crashes happen on busy downtown corridors. Others occur in residential neighborhoods where drivers roll
through stop signs or open doors into bike lanes without checking. A consultation helps place your crash into a
legal and factual framework instead of treating it like a generic traffic incident.

I have seen injured cyclists arrive at a consultation convinced they had no case because they were not in a
marked bike lane. Others assumed liability was automatic because a driver received a citation. Neither
assumption is safe. In Colorado, a traffic ticket can help, but it does not decide a civil injury claim by itself.
Likewise, riding outside a bike lane does not automatically make a cyclist at fault. Context matters, and the
consultation is where that context begins to take shape.

What to bring, even if you do not have everything
You do not need a perfectly organized file to meet with a lawyer. In fact, many people come in with a phone full
of photos, a crumpled exchange-of-information form, and discharge papers from urgent care. That is enough to
start. Still, the more concrete information you bring, the more precise the lawyer’s assessment can be.

The most useful materials usually include the crash report if one exists, photographs of the scene, your bicycle,
your helmet, visible injuries, and the vehicle involved. Medical records and bills help, but if you do not have them
yet, the law office can often obtain them later with your permission. Health insurance information, auto insurance
information, and any letters or emails from insurers are also important. Many cyclists do not realize their own
auto policy may matter even if they were not driving a car. Uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage can
become critical in serious cases.

If you missed work, bring any proof you have, even if it is informal at first. That might mean pay stubs, a note
from your employer, or self-employment records showing canceled appointments and lost income. If your bike
or gear was damaged, photos and purchase receipts are helpful, though few people still have the receipt for
every component. A good attorney knows how to work with imperfect documentation.

The first part of the meeting is usually your story
Most free consultations begin with a detailed conversation. The lawyer, or sometimes an attorney and a case
manager together, will want to hear what happened in your own words. This is not idle small talk. The sequence
of events matters. So does how consistently you describe it.

Expect questions about where you were riding, what direction you were traveling, traffic controls at the
intersection, weather and lighting conditions, whether you wore a helmet, how fast the vehicle seemed to be
moving, and what happened immediately after impact. You may be asked whether police responded, whether
anyone witnessed the crash, and whether the driver admitted fault or said anything memorable.

A careful attorney is also listening for issues that can affect credibility later. For example, if someone says they felt
fine at the scene but later developed neck pain, that is not unusual. Adrenaline can mask symptoms. Still, it needs



to be explained clearly because insurers often seize on delayed complaints. The same goes for statements like, “I
am okay,” made at Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver the scene out of shock or politeness. People say that all the
time. It does not mean they were uninjured.

This part of the meeting can feel repetitive, especially if you have already explained the crash to police,
paramedics, a doctor, and an insurance adjuster. There is a reason for that. A personal injury claim is built on facts
stated clearly and consistently over time. Early confusion can be fixed, but contradictions tend to linger.

The lawyer is evaluating liability, not just sympathy
One of the biggest misunderstandings about a consultation is the idea that a lawyer is simply deciding whether
your injuries seem serious enough. Serious injury matters, of course, but liability is equally important. A claim with
catastrophic damages can still be difficult if fault is disputed and evidence is thin.

Colorado follows a modified comparative negligence rule. In practical terms, that means your recovery can be
reduced if you were partly at fault, and barred if your share of fault reaches the legal threshold. This is where
bicycle accident cases often turn. Insurance companies routinely argue that a cyclist was hard to see, failed to
signal, moved unpredictably, was outside the proper lane position, or entered an intersection too quickly. Some
of those arguments are weak. Some gain traction depending on the evidence.

During the consultation, the lawyer is trying to spot both helpful and harmful facts. Did the driver make a right
turn across your path? That often raises strong negligence issues. Was there a dooring incident in a parking lane?
Did a witness independently confirm your version? Was there nearby surveillance footage from a business or
residence that needs to be preserved quickly? Did the driver flee, deny seeing you, or claim you came out of
nowhere? Each detail affects strategy.

A good Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver riders trust will be candid about gray areas. If there is a comparative fault
risk, you should hear that early. You do not need a lawyer who tells you only what you want to hear. You need
one who can explain where the case is solid, where it is vulnerable, and how those issues may affect settlement
value.

Your injuries and treatment will get close attention
After fault, the consultation usually turns to your medical condition. Expect detailed questions. Where were you
treated first? Did you go by ambulance or on your own? What diagnoses have you received? Are you still
treating? Have you seen an orthopedist, neurologist, physical therapist, or concussion specialist? Have you had
imaging such as X-rays, CT scans, or MRIs?

Bicycle crashes often produce a mix of injuries. Some are immediately obvious, like fractures, road rash, dental
trauma, and shoulder injuries. Others unfold over days or weeks, especially concussions, soft tissue injuries, and
hand or wrist problems that initially seem minor. A cyclist may walk away from the scene thinking the worst is
over, only to realize later they cannot turn their head fully, grip handlebars, sleep through the night, or tolerate
light and screens for more than an hour.

An experienced lawyer will also ask how the injuries affect your daily life. That question is not filler. Pain and
limitations become part of your damages. If you cannot commute by bike, carry groceries, lift your child, return to
a physically demanding job, train for an event, or even concentrate normally because of post-concussive
symptoms, that changes the picture. Insurance companies tend to focus on codes and bills. Good case
presentation captures the human impact without exaggeration.
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There is also a practical side to this discussion. If you are not following up with treatment, the lawyer may ask
why. Sometimes the reason is money. Sometimes it is scheduling, transportation, family obligations, or the
mistaken belief that rest alone will solve the problem. A lawyer cannot give medical advice, but they can explain
that long gaps in treatment often create problems later. If care is needed, waiting too long can weaken both
recovery and the claim.

Insurance coverage is often the hidden issue
Clients are often surprised by how much of a consultation focuses on insurance. That is because available
coverage can shape a case as much as liability and injury severity. A driver may have obvious fault and you may
have substantial injuries, but if the driver carries only a minimal policy and has no meaningful assets, collection
becomes a real concern.

This is why lawyers ask for every insurance policy that might apply. The at-fault driver’s liability coverage is only
the starting point. Your own auto insurance may provide uninsured or underinsured motorist benefits. In some
cases, there may be umbrella coverage, commercial coverage, or a policy tied to employment if the driver was
working at the time of the crash. If a dangerous road condition, defective bike component, or poorly designed
construction zone played a role, other claims may need to be explored carefully.

During the consultation, a lawyer may not know every coverage detail yet. Insurers do not always disclose useful
information quickly. Still, an experienced attorney can often identify likely avenues and explain what documents
need to be obtained next. This part of the conversation may feel technical, but it matters. It is one thing to have a
legal claim in theory. It is another to have a realistic path to compensation.

You should expect direct questions about prior injuries and medical
history
Some people feel caught off guard when a lawyer asks whether they had prior back pain, a past concussion,
shoulder trouble, or previous accidents. They worry the question signals distrust. Usually it signals experience.

Insurance defense lawyers and adjusters will look for prior injuries almost immediately. If your current symptoms
overlap with an older condition, they will argue the crash did not cause them or only made them worse
temporarily. That does not mean your claim fails. Aggravation of a preexisting condition can still be compensable.
It does mean your lawyer needs the truth from the start.

This is one of the most important moments in a consultation. Candor protects you. Surprises do not. A prior knee
problem, old MRI finding, or previous bike crash may sound damaging when you say it aloud, but it is much
more manageable when addressed early than when it appears later in records the defense uncovers.

Fee structure should be explained in plain language
One of the main reasons people delay calling a lawyer is cost. A free consultation is designed to remove that
barrier at the front end. If the lawyer takes the case, bicycle injury claims are commonly handled on a contingency
fee. That means the attorney fee is paid from the recovery rather than billed hourly upfront.

Still, “contingency fee” is not enough of an explanation by itself. You should expect the lawyer to explain how the
percentage works, whether it changes if a lawsuit is filed, how case expenses are handled, and what happens if
there is no recovery. Case expenses may include filing fees, medical record charges, deposition costs, expert fees,
and investigation costs. In a smaller case, those numbers may stay modest. In a heavily litigated case with
multiple experts, they can climb.



A professional consultation leaves room for these questions and answers them without evasiveness. If the fee
explanation feels rushed or slippery, pay attention to that instinct. Financial clarity at the beginning often predicts
communication quality later.

What the lawyer may tell you before agreeing to take the case
Not every consultation ends with immediate representation. Sometimes the lawyer needs records, the crash
report, photographs, or insurance information before deciding. Sometimes the matter is too early to value
because treatment is still unfolding. In other situations, the injuries may be real but the economics of the case are
difficult because liability is weak or coverage is limited.

That does not mean the meeting was a waste. A useful consultation can still help you avoid mistakes. The
attorney may advise you not to give a recorded statement to the other insurer, to preserve your bike and helmet,
to photograph healing injuries at intervals, or to seek follow-up care if symptoms persist. They may also tell you,
honestly, that the matter can probably be handled without formal representation if property damage is minor
and your injuries resolved quickly. That kind of candor is often a good sign.

Here are a few questions worth asking during the meeting:

1. How do you see liability in this case, and what facts concern you most?

2. What insurance policies may apply, including my own coverage?

3. What should I do right now to protect the claim?

4. Who will communicate with me if I hire your office?

5. What timeline should I realistically expect?

Those questions tend to produce far more useful answers than, “How much is my case worth?” Early case values
are often speculative, especially before treatment stabilizes.

What should happen after the consultation
If you decide to hire the firm and the firm agrees to take the case, the next steps usually begin quickly. The office
may send letters of representation, request the police report, notify insurers, gather medical records, and begin
investigating witnesses or video sources. You may be asked to sign authorizations and provide additional
documents over time.

You should also receive guidance about your own role. In most cases, that means continuing appropriate medical
treatment, forwarding any insurance communications you receive, keeping receipts, and updating the firm about
changes in your condition, work status, or providers. Good representation is not passive. It works best when the
client and legal team are both responsive.

A typical early-stage roadmap often includes:

| Stage | What it usually involves | |---|---| | initial investigation | crash report, photos, witness outreach, insurance
identification | | medical documentation | records, bills, diagnosis tracking, treatment timeline | | damages
development | lost wages, bike damage, out-of-pocket costs, daily impact | | negotiation | demand package,
insurer review, back-and-forth settlement discussions | | litigation if needed | filing suit, discovery, depositions,
mediation, trial preparation |

That roadmap is not a promise of timing. Some cases resolve in a few months. Others take a year or more,
especially if injuries are serious or liability is contested. A consultation should give you a realistic sense of where



your case may fall on that spectrum.

Red flags, on both sides of the table
Not every lawyer-client fit is a good one. A consultation helps both sides figure that out. If a lawyer guarantees a
result, gives a large dollar estimate with almost no records, or brushes off obvious liability concerns, be cautious.
Bicycle cases deserve more care than that.

Communication style matters too. Some clients want frequent updates and direct access to the attorney. Others
are comfortable working regularly with a case manager as long as major developments come from the lawyer.
Neither model is automatically wrong, but it should be clear from the start. Friction often begins when
expectations were never set.

Clients can create problems as well, usually without meaning to. Downplaying prior injuries, omitting a social
media post that shows physical activity, exaggerating pain levels, or ignoring treatment recommendations can
damage a claim. A productive consultation creates a space where honesty is normal, not awkward.

What cyclists in Denver often worry about most
Denver cyclists often ask versions of the same few questions, though the details vary. What if I was not in a
designated bike lane? What if the driver says they never saw me? What if I was clipped by a turning car and then
crashed without the car fully stopping? What if my helmet was cracked but the emergency room said I was fine,
and now I have headaches?

These are exactly the kinds of issues a consultation is meant to unpack. The law does not require perfect facts. It
requires evidence, credibility, and legal analysis. Many viable cases involve uncertainty at the edges. The point is
not whether your crash fits a neat script. The point is whether the available facts support a claim and what can be
done to strengthen it.

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver residents choose for serious injury claims should understand cycling dynamics,
not just general car wreck law. There is a practical difference between knowing the legal standard and
understanding how riders actually move through intersections, position themselves to avoid door zones, and
react when a vehicle cuts across a lane line. That familiarity tends to show up in consultation questions. Lawyers
who understand bike cases ask more precise questions, and those questions often uncover facts that generic
intake conversations miss.

The consultation is also your chance to measure trust
The legal merits of a case matter, but so does trust. You may be working with this lawyer and this office for
months, possibly longer. You should leave the consultation with a sense that Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver the
attorney listened carefully, spotted issues you had not considered, and spoke plainly about next steps. You do not
need drama. You need competence, responsiveness, and judgment.

Pay attention to whether the lawyer explains things in a way you can follow. Notice whether they interrupt or let
you finish important parts of the story. See whether they distinguish between what they know, what they suspect,
and what still needs to be investigated. That kind of discipline is valuable later when negotiations harden and
facts are disputed.

For many injured riders, the free consultation is the first moment the crash starts to make practical sense. Bills,
pain, and uncertainty have a way of making everything feel chaotic. A good meeting will not erase that, but it
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should impose some order on it. You should come away knowing what facts matter most, what evidence should
be preserved, what mistakes to avoid, and whether this is the team you want beside you.

That is the real purpose of the consultation. It is not simply to open a file. It is to replace confusion with a plan.

CGH Injury Lawyers
Address: 2701 Lawrence St Ste 201, Denver, CO 80205
Phone number: +17206698062

FAQ About Bicycle Accident Lawyer Denver

How much compensation for a cycling accident?

UK bicycle accident compensation payouts typically range from £2,000 for minor soft-tissue injuries to over
£200,000 for severe, life-altering trauma, calculated using Cycle Accident Compensation Calculator tools.

Who is at fault if a car hits a bicycle?

Fault in a car-and-bicycle collision depends on the specific actions of both parties and whether either person was
negligent by breaking traffic laws.

What percentage do accident attorneys usually take?

Accident attorneys usually take 33% to 40% of your final settlement or court award.


