How to Evaluate an iGaming Affiliate Program

Understanding the Landscape of iGaming Affiliate Marketing

For publishers and affiliates looking at the iGaming sector, choosing the right program to work
with is a critical decision. The space is competitive, and the way you are compensated can
significantly impact your long-term earnings. A thoughtful approach involves looking beyond
surface-level offers and understanding the mechanics of different commission structures, the
quality of available tools, and the overall reliability of the network you partner with.

When assessing an opportunity, the concept of online casino promotion is a central
consideration. This phrase, however, can mean different things depending on the affiliate
program's focus. Some networks specialize in high-volume, low-margin offers, while others
focus on player quality and retention. A good program will provide clarity on how your traffic is
evaluated and rewarded, which is the foundation of any sustainable partnership.

Key Compensation Models in iGaming

Most affiliate networks in this space offer one of three main compensation models: cost per
acquisition (CPA), revenue share, or a hybrid of the two. Each has its own advantages and
trade-offs that suit different traffic profiles and marketing strategies.

CPA Commission

With a CPA model, you earn a fixed fee for each player who completes a specific action, such
as making a first deposit or meeting a wagering threshold. This model is straightforward and
predictable. You know exactly what you will earn for each qualified player, which makes
budgeting and performance tracking simpler. It works well for affiliates who can drive high
volumes of new, motivated players. The main risk is that if the player does not convert to the
required action, you earn nothing, even if you invested time and resources in sending that
traffic.






Revenue Share

Revenue share, by contrast, pays you a percentage of the net revenue the casino generates
from the players you refer. This can be a more lucrative model over time, especially if you
attract players who remain active and loyal. The upside is that your earnings grow as the
players you bring in continue to play. The downside is that payments are delayed and can be
less predictable, as they depend on player behaviour that you cannot directly control. Revenue
share is often the preferred model for affiliates who focus on long-term player value and have
strategies to retain their audience.

Hybrid Commission

A hybrid commission model combines elements of both CPA and revenue share. For example,
you might receive a smaller upfront CPA fee for each new player, plus a reduced revenue share
on that player's ongoing activity. This structure balances the stability of CPA with the long-term
upside of revenue share. It can be a good fit for affiliates who want to mitigate risk while still
benefiting from player lifetime value. The key is understanding the exact split and how each
component is calculated.

Tools and Reporting: What to Look For

Beyond the commission model, the quality of the affiliate network's reporting tools is a major
factor in your success. You need real-time or near-real-time data on clicks, registrations,
deposits, and player activity to optimize your campaigns. Look for a network that offers
transparent, detailed reporting that lets you see which traffic sources and creative assets are
performing best. Without this data, you are essentially flying blind.

Some networks also provide tools for creative management, deep linking, and offer
management. These features help you tailor your marketing to different segments of your
audience. For instance, you might want to push a specific casino bonus to players from one
region while promoting a different offer to another. The more control you have over your
promotions, the better you can optimize for conversions.






The Role of Licensed Casino Programs

Working with licensed casino programs is not just about legality; it is about trust and stability.
A licensed casino operates under a regulatory framework that ensures player protection and
fair play. For an affiliate, this means you are sending your audience to a legitimate, vetted
operator. This reduces the risk of chargebacks, fraud, or the casino shutting down
unexpectedly. It also helps with player retention, as players are more likely to trust and stay
with a licensed brand. When evaluating a network, check whether the casinos in their program
hold reputable licenses from jurisdictions like the UK Gambling Commission, Malta Gaming
Authority, or similar bodies.

An effective approach to online casino promotion involves understanding the regulatory

environment in your target markets. Different countries have different rules regarding gambling
advertising, and it is your responsibility to ensure your marketing complies. A good affiliate
network will provide guidance on these regulations and may restrict certain creatives or offers
based on geography. Ignoring compliance can lead to account suspension or legal issues, so it
pays to be diligent from the start.

Practical Steps for Evaluating a Program

Before committing to any affiliate network, take the time to research and test. Here are a few
practical steps you can take:

e Review the network's terms and conditions carefully, especially around payment
thresholds, cookie durations, and player attribution rules.

» Ask for case studies or examples of successful affiliate partnerships in your niche. A
reputable network should be able to share general performance data.

e Test the reporting tools with a small campaign before scaling up. See if the data is
easy to access and interpret.

e Check the quality of the casino brands in the program. Play through their sites to
assess user experience, game selection, and payment processing.
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e Look at the support and communication channels. A responsive affiliate manager can
make a big difference when issues arise.

Balancing Risk and Reward

No single commission model is universally better. The right choice depends on your traffic
quality, marketing strategy, and financial goals. If you are just starting out, a CPA model might
provide the predictable cash flow you need to reinvest in your campaigns. If you have an
established audience with high player lifetime value, revenue share could be more profitable in
the long run. Hybrid models offer a middle ground that can be tailored to your specific
situation.

TOPSTEP

iGaming affiliate partnerships that maximise the value of
every player you refer.

It is also worth considering the network's track record with payments. Look for reviews and
feedback from other affiliates about whether the network pays on time and provides clear
statements. A network that is opaque about its payment process is a red flag.

Finally, remember that the relationship between an affiliate and a network is a partnership. The
best outcomes come when both sides are aligned on goals and communicate openly. A
network that invests in its affiliate relationships, provides useful tools, and offers fair
compensation will attract and retain quality partners. That alignment is the foundation of a
successful long-term strategy in the iGaming space.



