When Storms Hit: The Realities of Emergency Roof
Repair

Few things test a homeowner's resolve like a sudden leak through the ceiling during a heavy
downpour. The sound of water dripping into a bucket becomes a timer. You know that every
minute the roof stays open, the damage spreads. Drywall soaks, insulation compresses, and
mold starts its quiet work. That is when you need emergency roof repair, whether you planned
for it or not.

| have seen this scene play out more times than | can count. A family returns from a weekend
trip to find a sagging ceiling in the living room. A thunderstorm tears a limb through the
decking. A hailstorm punches holes that look like buckshot. In each case, the owner has the
same question: How do | get this fixed right now, without getting taken advantage of?

What Counts as an Emergency?

Not every leak qualifies. A slow drip around a chimney might wait until Monday. But a large
opening that exposes the interior to rain, wind, or pests is a true emergency. The difference
comes down to risk. If the hole or tear allows water to enter the attic or wall cavity, the clock
starts ticking. Even a few hours of exposure can turn a thousand-dollar repair into a five-figure
restoration.

| recall a job in early spring where a fallen oak branch punched a hole about three feet wide
through the sheathing. The homeowner had tarped it themselves, but the wind pulled the tarp
loose overnight. By morning, water had soaked through the ceiling in three rooms. What
started as a straightforward patch turned into a drywall replacement and mold remediation
project. That is the kind of escalation emergency roof repair aims to prevent.

View the location on Google Maps

Assess the Damage Without Climbing Up

Before you call anyone, look from the ground. Use binoculars if you have them. Check for
missing shingles, visible tears in the underlayment, or sagging areas on the deck. Inside, note
where the water is coming in. Is it a single stream or multiple drips? Is the stain spreading or
staying contained? This information helps the contractor bring the right materials and plan the
work efficiently.

If you can safely tarp the roof from a ladder, do it. But do not risk a fall. Wet asphalt shingles
are slick. Steep slopes become dangerous fast. Many emergency roof repair calls | have taken
started with a homeowner who tried to patch things themselves and ended up with a twisted
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ankle or worse. A tarp is a temporary fix. The real job is getting the roof sealed until permanent

repairs can happen.
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What a Pro Will Do on an Emergency Call

When a roofing crew arrives for an emergency, they are not there to do a full replacement. The
goal is to stop the water. That usually involves one or more of the following:

Setting a heavy-duty tarp secured with lumber or battens to keep it from flapping.

Applying a patch with roofing cement and matching material for small punctures or
tears.

Sealing around flashings, vents, or pipes with urethane or butyl tape.
Removing debris that is holding water against the deck.

Inspecting the attic or ceiling for hidden moisture that might not be visible from
below.

Each step is done with the understanding that this is a stopgap. A tarp might hold for weeks or
months depending on the weather. But it is not a permanent solution. The homeowner should

plan for a full repair or replacement as soon as the schedule allows.

Insurance and Emergency Roof Repair



Many homeowners do not realize that their insurance policy covers emergency roof repair
under certain conditions. If the damage is caused by a covered peril, such as wind, hail, or
falling trees, the policy typically pays for the emergency work plus the permanent repair, minus
the deductible. The key is to document everything. Take photos of the damage from multiple
angles. Save receipts for any materials you buy. Keep a log of the contractor's work and
payments.

| have worked with homeowners who filed claims after a storm and received prompt payment
for the tarp and the subsequent repair. Others waited too long to call, and the insurance
company denied the claim because the damage had worsened from delayed action. The
lesson is simple: if you have a sudden leak from a storm, call your insurance agent the same
day. They can tell you what is covered and what documentation they need.

One thing | always tell people is to ask about the deductible before you authorize any work. A
five-hundred-dollar deductible might be worth paying out of pocket if the emergency repair is
only three hundred. But if the deductible is two thousand and the repair is eighteen hundred,
you might be better off handling it yourself. Know your numbers before you sign anything.

Choosing a Contractor for Emergency Work

When you need help fast, it is tempting to grab the first number from an online search or a yard
sign. But that rush can lead to bad work. A real roofing contractor will send a crew that is
licensed and insured, with workers who know how to work safely on wet roofs. A fly-by-night
operator might show up with a ladder and a tarp, take your money, and disappear.
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Ask these questions on the phone before they come out:

e Areyou licensed in this state and do you carry general liability insurance?
e Can you provide a written estimate for the emergency work?
e How long will the tarp or patch hold before it needs permanent repair?

¢ Do you offer a warranty on the emergency work?

A reputable company will answer all of these without hesitation. They will also give you a
timeline for when they can do the permanent fix. If they cannot commit to a date, keep looking.

After the Emergency: Planning the Permanent Fix

Once the water stops coming in, you have breathing room. That is when you should start
planning the real repair. Depending on the age and condition of the roof, the emergency patch
might be a sign that the whole system is nearing the end of its life. If the roof is over twenty
years old, a full replacement is often more cost-effective than repeated patches.

| remember a house where the emergency repair turned into a full tear-off because the decking
was rotted in a dozen places. The owner had been patching for years, and the storm just
exposed the underlying problem. He ended up spending a bit more upfront but saved
thousands in future emergency calls. Sometimes the best fix is the one that prevents the next
emergency.

Consider upgrading materials during the permanent repair. Impact-resistant shingles, better
underlayment, and improved flashing details can make the roof more resilient to future storms.
If you live in an area prone to high winds or hail, the extra cost is often worth it. Talk to your
contractor about what makes sense for your climate and budget.

Prevention: The Best Emergency Plan

No roof lasts forever, but routine maintenance can push the emergency call years into the
future. Walk your roof twice a year, in spring and fall. Look for lifted shingles, cracked caulk
around vents, and rusted flashing. Clean the gutters and downspouts so water flows freely.
Trim back overhanging branches that could break off in a storm.



Connect with us on Instagram.

| know homeowners who set a calendar reminder to inspect their roof after every big storm.
That simple habit has saved them from hidden leaks that would have turned into emergencies.
Five minutes with a pair of binoculars can spare you a weekend of buckets and anxiety.

If you live in Dacula, GA, or the surrounding area, you have access to local professionals who
understand the regional weather patterns. Storms here can roll in fast, and the humidity
accelerates damage once moisture gets in. Having a reliable roofer on speed dial is part of
responsible homeownership.

For homeowners in Dacula, GA, Good Shepherd Roofing provides roof repair, replacement,
gutters, and insurance claim support at 2505 2nd Ave, Dacula, GA 30019, USA, and can be
reached at +1 833-477-7663.
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