Blown or misted double glazing looks worse than it sounds. The view turns milky, you can't quite get the glass
clean, and on cold mornings a damp halo creeps around the edges. If you have ever wiped a pane that refuses to
clear, you already know the seal has failed and moisture has crept into the insulated gap. The good news: you
usually don't need a whole new window. The trick is understanding when a repair makes sense, what the options

cost, and how to pick a glazier who will do it properly the first time.

| have surveyed hundreds of fogged units over the years, from uPVC casements in 1990s estates to timber sashes
in century-old terraces. The patterns repeat. A southerly elevation cooks gaskets in summer. A bathroom window
cycles through steam and cold and gives up early. A nicely painted timber frame hides a sill that sheds water
poorly, and the lower edge of the glass pays the price. With that in mind, let's break down how to think about
Misted Double Glazing Repairs, whether you can fix blown double glazing at all, and how to judge the people

you're inviting to do the work.

What “misted” actually means, and why it happens

A double glazed unit is two panes of glass sealed around the edge with a spacer bar and adhesive system,
trapping a dry air or argon-filled cavity. That cavity is your insulation layer. When the perimeter seal fails, humid air
seeps in. The desiccant beads in the spacer bar delay the fog for a while, but once saturated, vapor condenses on

the inner faces of the glass. That is the haze you cannot wipe away.

Common causes fall into a handful of buckets. Age and UV degrade the perimeter sealant. Frames that flex under
wind load or from poor installation put stress on the edge. Trickle vents closed year-round can keep indoor
humidity high, especially in kitchens and bathrooms, accelerating the process. | often see blown units in houses

where tumble dryers vent internally or where extractor fans are noisy and rarely used. The units didn't stand a

chance.

If the glass is cracked, the spacer is corroded, or the sealant is visibly gapped, the unit is beyond desiccant rescue.
Mist without visible damage usually signals a seal failure along the warm edge, sometimes hidden behind glazing
beads. In either case, once fog appears, the thermal performance is compromised. The U-value worsens, drafts
may develop, and you can see a small bump in heating bills, typically a few percent for the room, depending on

size and exposure.



Can you fix blown double glazing?

This question deserves an honest, practical answer. Yes, you can fix blown double glazing, but “fix" has two
meanings. You can restore the clarity and most of the thermal performance by replacing the sealed glass unit
within the existing frame. Alternatively, you can attempt a de-misting service that drills the unit, treats moisture,
and fits vents. The first approach is a proper repair. The second is a compromise that may buy time on an older

window where budget is tight or where access is awkward.

| have tried the de-mist method on test properties. It can clear the fog for months, sometimes a couple of years,
but it leaves you with a vented unit that relies on air exchange rather than a sealed cavity. Thermal performance
improves compared with a wet, saturated unit, yet it rarely matches a fresh sealed unit filled with argon and a low-
E coating. On rental stock where the landlord planned to replace windows within two to three years, it made

economic sense. On an owner-occupied home, a proper glass unit swap almost always pays off.

Replacing the sealed unit is more straightforward than people expect. A glazier measures the glass sight size,
thickness, and spacer depth, checks glazing bead type, orders a matching unit with the right coatings, and returns
to swap it. On uPVC bead-in systems, the changeout often takes 30 to 60 minutes per window. Timber can take
longer because putty or timber beads may be painted in. Aluminium varies by system, but experienced fitters

know the sequence. You keep your frame, hinges, and locks, and you get a clear, sealed cavity again.

What a good repair looks like

A proper Misted Double Glazing Repairs job leaves three clues. First, the glass clears entirely after installation and
remains clear through a couple of heating cycles. Second, the glazing beads fit snugly without rattles, and packers
sit under load points to prevent the sash from dragging. Third, the window opens and closes smoothly without
scuffing, and the drainage paths are unobstructed. | always flush the drainage slots with a bottle of water when |

finish. If water sits, there is a problem that will come back to haunt you.

Pay attention to coatings and specifications. If the original units had low-E glass, you want that again. If you live
near a busy road and have one room that is notably louder, you might specify an acoustic laminate on the inside
pane while you are at it. Kitchens and bathrooms benefit from toughened glass in certain sizes and positions, often
required by building regulations near doors or low sills. A CST Double Glazing Repairs Misted Window Repairs

glazier who asks questions about the room, the height above floor level, and the orientation is doing the job

properly.

Costs and what drives them
Prices vary by region, glass spec, and access. As a rough, realistic range in the UK for a standard uPVC casement:

¢ Small to medium sealed unit replacement, clear low-E, argon filled, 4/20/4 construction: typically 80 to 150

pounds including fitting.
® larger panes or toughened glass: expect 120 to 250 pounds.

¢ OQversize or shaped units, laminated acoustic, or triple glazing: 200 to 400 pounds and up.

In North America, the ranges are higher in dollars, but the relationships are similar. Labor makes a bigger share of
the price in cities, and scaffolding drives cost for upper floors without safe internal access. If the sash hardware is
worn and needs replacement, factor an extra 30 to 80 pounds for hinges or keeps. If timber beads are brittle or
painted in, allow for time to free them without damage. On older aluminum systems, locating compatible wedge

gaskets can add delay.


https://cstdgrepairs.com/services/

A de-misting service usually markets at 40 to 80 pounds per pane. That sounds attractive, but weigh it against the
lifespan. A fresh unit often lasts 10 to 20 years if the frame is sound and exposure isn't extreme. A drilled and
vented repair can last a fraction of that with reduced efficiency. If you plan to stay in the home, a proper unit swap

wins in total cost of ownership.

When a repair does not make sense

If your frames are warped, rotten, or thermally poor, swapping glass is a bandage on a cracked bone. | have seen
hardwood sills with hidden wet rot that soak water into beads and seals every rainy season. Those units will blow
again no matter how good the replacement glass is. On old aluminum frames with no thermal break, you might
get clear glass but still suffer condensation on the frame and cold drafts. In those cases, put the money toward

new frames.

Safety is another limiter. If the only access to an upper sash is from a ladder on a steep slope or over a
conservatory, you need professional kit and possibly a scaffold. A responsible glazier will price that and explain the

options. If someone offers to “wing it” without proper access, keep your wallet shut.

How to choose the right glazier

Skill matters. So does attitude. The best glaziers measure twice, ask about coatings and safety zones, and happily
explain their choices. They carry spare packers and gaskets, and they clean as they go so you can see the work.

Here is a short, practical checklist you can use during your first call or site visit.

® Ask whether they replace the sealed unit like-for-like with appropriate low-E and gas fill, and whether they can

upgrade to warm-edge spacers.
* Ask how they will handle access and safety for upper floors or awkward positions.
* Ask what warranty they provide on the unit and on workmanship, and for how long.
* Ask how they will protect painted beads or timber finishes and what they will do if a bead splits.
® Ask for recent, local references and photos of similar repairs.
You want specific, confident answers. A good glazier will talk about spacer widths, sight lines, and drainage slots

without slipping into jargon for the sake of it. If they push hard for drilling and de-misting without explaining

trade-offs, be cautious. That method has its place, but it is rarely the best long-term fix.

The site visit, measured properly

Measurement mistakes cause delays and ill-fitting units. | bring a glazing gauge for glass thickness, calipers for
spacer depth, and | note the make of the profile if it's a common uPVC system. | check that the sash is square and
that the hinges carry the weight without dropping. If the sash has sagged, | correct the packers so the new glass

doesn't inherit the problem. It takes a few extra minutes, but it saves call-backs.

For timber windows, | look for signs of water tracking. Staining along the bottom rail or blackened putty points to
trapped moisture. If | suspect rot, | probe with a bradawl, not a screwdriver, to avoid tearing the surface.
Sometimes a small splice repair on the sill prevents another failure down the line. A glazier who flags timber issues

and suggests a repair before fitting new glass is doing you a favor.

Spec choices that make a difference



Upgrades can be modest in cost but strong in performance. Warm-edge spacers reduce the cold bridge at the
perimeter. Low-E coatings vary in strength; for north-facing rooms or shaded elevations, a slightly higher solar
gain can help. For south and west elevations that overheat in summer, a solar control low-E reduces glare and
heat. Argon is standard and affordable. Krypton shows up in narrow cavities, but it is overkill in most domestic

replacements unless you are matching a heritage glazing rebate with limited depth.

CST Double Glazing Repairs
4 Mill Ln

Cottesmore

Oakham

LE15 7DL

Phone: +44 7973 682562

For noise, a symmetric 4/20/4 unit is not as effective as an asymmetric one, say 6.4 laminate on the inside and 4
on the outside with a 16 to 20 mm cavity. That mismatch in mass helps disrupt sound. | have retrofitted that spec
on houses under flight paths and cut perceived noise by a noticeable margin, enough for clients to comment after

the first night’s sleep.

Safety glass requirements kick in near doors, low sills, or bathrooms. Toughened or laminated glass both meet
most codes. Laminated adds security and sound benefits. Toughened shatters into small cubes if it breaks. If you
are changing one pane in a pair of French doors, match the spec on both to keep the look and performance

consistent.

The repair day, what to expect

On arrival, I lay dust sheets, remove internal ornaments from sills, and take photos of the bead sequence. | mark
beads with pencil if the orientation matters, particularly on timber where miters fit a certain way. On uPVC, | pop
the beads starting from the longest, using two stiff putty knives to ease them out without gouging. Double
Glazing Repairs \With the beads removed, | cut any silicone or tapes, lift the old unit, and check for wet packers or

blocked drainage. | clean the rebate thoroughly.

Before inserting the new unit, | place load-bearing packers at hinge corners for opening sashes and ensure the
packers do not block weep holes on fixed lights. | locate the unit, check squareness of the sash, and clip the beads
back in, tapping lightly with a nylon mallet. | test operation, adjust hinges if needed, and run a fine bead of silicone

where the profile design expects it, not as a bandage for a poor fit.

Finally, | clean the glass with a non-ammonia cleaner, wipe frames, and flush the drainage paths. The window
should close without forcing the handle, and the seals should make contact evenly. If a sash binds, | adjust keeps

rather than asking you to “let it bed in.” Windows do not bed in. They either fit or they do not.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=Double%20Glazing%20Repairs
https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=Double%20Glazing%20Repairs

Common pitfalls and how to avoid them

One mistake | see is ordering a unit with the low-E coating on the wrong face. The coating belongs on the cavity
side of the inner pane for most climates. If it ends up on the outer pane’s cavity side, your winter performance

suffers. A reputable supplier labels faces, and a glazier who knows the sequence checks it before fitting.

Another pitfall is ignoring trickle vents and room humidity. Replace the glass and leave a bathroom extraction
issue unresolved, and you will breed mold on the reveal and shorten the life of your new unit. Use your extractor,
crack the vent during showers, and keep internal doors open after cooking. A hygrometer costs little and tells you

if your indoor humidity lives in a healthy range, roughly 40 to 60 percent for most homes.

On timber, painting too soon can trap solvent against fresh seals. | recommend leaving at least a few days,
sometimes a week, before repainting beads or putty, and then using a breathable system where appropriate. Oil-

based paints seal beautifully but can create microclimates that hold moisture if applied heavily in cold weather.

Warranty, paperwork, and expectations



A good glazier offers a written warranty on the sealed unit and on workmanship. Five years on the unit is
common, longer from some manufacturers. Workmanship guarantees vary from one to three years. Keep your
invoice and any unit labels. If you move, the next owner will appreciate that paper trail. For larger works that alter
frames or new installations, building control notifications and FENSA or equivalent certifications come into play. For

sealed unit swaps within existing frames, paperwork is simpler, but you still want the spec and the date recorded.

Be realistic about performance change. If the rest of the house has 20-year-old units with no low-E, a single new
unit can look slightly different under certain light. Modern low-E coatings have a faint tint when viewed at an
angle. Most people stop noticing within days. If you are fussy about perfect visual uniformity, consider replacing

units in pairs or entire elevations, especially on matching frontages.

When to consider full window replacement

Glass-only repairs are brilliant when frames are solid and your aim is clarity and efficiency. Whole-window
replacement enters the conversation if you have repeated failures across many units, chronic drafts from worn
seals, or frames past their best. Modern frames with multi-point locking, better thermal breaks, and proper
ventilation can cut energy loss significantly. On north-facing or exposed elevations, new frames plus modern glass
can change the comfort of a room so much you stop avoiding it in winter. The cost is higher, but so is the

performance step.

There is also the matter of aesthetics and property value. Replacing fogged glass keeps curb appeal intact.
Replacing out-of-date frames can lift the look of a house, but that is subjective and budget-dependent. Think
about phasing. You can repair the worst units now, then plan a frame upgrade for the most exposed rooms later. |

often map a two-year plan with homeowners so the work flows with their renovation schedule.

A brief case example

A couple called about a steamy bay window in a 1930s semi. The view of their garden had faded into a watercolor.
The frames were 10-year-old uPVC in good condition, but four of the nine panes had misted. They asked, can you
fix blown double glazing without replacing the bay? Yes. We replaced the four sealed units, upgraded to warm-
edge spacers, kept the existing beads, and adjusted the sash packers so the central opener stopped scuffing. Total
time on site, just under three hours. Cost, under 500 pounds all in. Six months later they rang to say the room felt

warmer and that the plants on the sill stopped getting mildew. A small job, a big difference.

Contrast that with a top-floor flat where the bathroom and kitchen panes misted repeatedly. The frames were
early aluminum without thermal breaks, with visible condensation on cold mornings. The owner had paid for de-
misting twice in three years. We priced fresh units but explained the limit. They chose new thermally broken
aluminum frames with trickle vents and decent extraction. The fog problem vanished, and the mirror stopped

dripping in winter. Sometimes the right repair is the bigger one.

Care tips to extend the life of your repair

Once your new units are in, a bit of care goes a long way. Keep weep holes clear. Vacuum the window tracks once
in a while. Do not use harsh solvents on gaskets. Open trickle vents during damp weather or use your extractors
diligently. If a handle gets stiff, do not force it. A small squirt of silicone spray on the striker and a hinge
adjustment can prevent wear. And if you notice a faint crescent of haze at the edge of a relatively new unit, call

your glazier early. Warranties are there for a reason.



Final thoughts on picking your pro

Choosing the right person for Misted Double Glazing Repairs is less about flashy branding and more about quiet
competence. You want someone who takes responsibility for measurements, explains spec options without
upselling nonsense, and treats your home carefully. Ask the questions, check a reference, and trust your nose. If a
quote is dramatically cheaper than others, something is missing, often the glass spec or the warranty. Pay for the

job once, done right, and you will forget about that window for years. That is the outcome you are after.

And if you are still weighing whether to replace or de-mist, do a simple test. Count how many misted panes you
have, note which rooms they are in, and consider how long you plan to stay. If it is your main living space and you
plan to be there for at least a few years, a proper sealed unit swap is the smarter move. Clarity returns, heat stays

in, and the house feels like itself again. As fixes go, it is one of the most satisfying per pound you can make.



