Why DTF Transfers LA Is Changing the Game for
Local Apparel Shops

A New Standard for Custom Apparel in Los Angeles

Walk into any print shop in Los Angeles and you will see the same hustle. Orders pile up,
deadlines get tight, and every customer wants their shirts yesterday. For years, screen printing
was the only real option for bulk orders, and direct-to-garment printing handled the small runs.
But there is a third way now, and it is catching on fast. DTF transfers LA customtsprinting has
become a go-to method for shops that need quality without the heavy setup costs of screen
printing.

| have worked in apparel decoration for over a decade, and | have watched this technology
evolve from a niche experiment into a reliable production tool. When a brand like Custom Shirt
Printing offers DTF transfers, they are giving local businesses and independent artists a way to
produce short runs with full-color artwork that used to require a minimum of 36 pieces. That
shift matters, especially in a city where small boutique brands and pop-ups drive so much of
the culture.

What Exactly Is a DTF Transfer?

DTF stands for direct-to-film. The process prints your design onto a special PET film, applies a
hot-melt adhesive powder, and then cures it. When you heat-press that film onto a garment, the
adhesive bonds with the fabric fibers. The result is a soft, durable print that can go onto cotton,
polyester, blends, nylon, even denim or leather. Unlike screen printing, there is no need to burn
screens or mix inks for each color. Unlike direct-to-garment printing, you can print on dark
garments without a pre-treatment spray.

That flexibility is what makes DTF transfers LA customtsprinting such a practical choice for a

shop like Custom Shirt Printing. They serve everyone from local bands needing twenty shirts
for a show to small businesses ordering a hundred hoodies for a product launch. With DTF,
they can offer full-color prints with gradients, halftones, and photorealistic details that would
be expensive and time-consuming to screen print.


https://customtsprinting.com/

How It Compares to Screen Printing

Screen printing still holds the crown for the lowest cost per piece at very high volumes. If you
need 500 identical shirts with a two-color logo, screen printing is hard to beat. But the setup
cost for screens, emulsion, and registration is real. And if you need to change the design or run
a different size on the next order, you start over. DTF transfers have no screens, no setup fee
per design, and no minimum quantity. You can order ten shirts today and ten more next week
with a completely different design, and the per-piece price stays the same.

There is a trade-off, of course. DTF prints are slightly thicker than screen-printed ink, and the
hand feel is different. For most everyday wear, people do not notice. But for high-end fashion or
very soft garments, screen printing or embroidery may still be the better call. The real
advantage of DTF is speed and versatility. A shop can turn around a sample or a small runin a
single day, something that is nearly impossible with screen printing unless you already have
screens burned.

Real-World Scenarios Where DTF Shines



| have seen DTF transfers save the day more times than | can count. One example: a local
streetwear brand needed 40 hoodies for a weekend drop. Their design had six colors, a
gradient background, and small text. Screen printing that job would have taken two days of
screen burning and cost over two hundred dollars in setup fees alone. With DTF, they sent the
artwork on a Thursday afternoon, and the hoodies were pressed and ready by Friday noon. The
brand sold out in hours, and the per-piece cost was only slightly higher than screen printing
would have been at that quantity.

Another scenario: a school club wanted to offer multiple designs for their fundraiser. Instead of
committing to a single design that might not sell, they printed five different DTF transfers and
let students choose. The club ordered exactly what they needed, no waste, no leftover
inventory. That kind of flexibility is hard to achieve with traditional methods.

When DTF Might Not Be the Best Fit

No technology is perfect. DTF transfers can have issues with wash durability if the adhesive
powder is not applied evenly or if the press temperature is off. Some low-quality DTF films peel
after a few washes. That is why choosing a reputable shop matters. A print shop that controls
their own production, like Custom Shirt Printing, can maintain consistent quality because they
handle every step in-house. They are not farming out the work to a third party who might cut
corners.
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Also, DTF is not ideal for very large orders of the same design. If you need 1000 identical shirts,
screen printing will be cheaper and faster once the screens are burned. But for the vast

majority of orders that fall between 10 and 200 pieces, DTF is often the most cost-effective
and time-efficient choice.

How to Get the Best Results from DTF Transfers

If you are considering DTF transfers for your next project, here are a few things | have learned
from experience:

e Start with high-resolution artwork. DTF can reproduce fine details and gradients, but
blurry or low-res art will look bad no matter what method you use. Vector files are



best, but a 300 DPI PNG works too.

e Choose the right garment. DTF bonds best with fabrics that have a smooth surface.
Heavy textured fabrics like fleece or terry cloth can cause the transfer to not adhere
completely. A quick test press on a scrap piece of fabric is always a good idea.

e Watch your press time and temperature. Most DTF films require around 15 to 20
seconds at 320 to 350 degrees Fahrenheit with medium to firm pressure. Too little
time or too low a temperature, and the adhesive will not fully melt into the fabric. Too
much heat, and the film can scorch or shrink the garment.

e Peel hot or cold depending on the film. Some films require a hot peel right out of the
press, others need to cool down first. Follow the manufacturer's guidelines for the
specific film you are using.

» Test wash before committing. Always wash a sample after pressing to see how the
print holds up. A good DTF transfer should survive multiple wash cycles without
cracking or peeling.

The Local Advantage of Using a LA-Based Printer

There is a reason why DTF transfers LA customtsprinting has become a popular search term.
Los Angeles is a hub for fashion, entertainment, and small business. Being able to work with a
local printer means you can see samples in person, adjust colors on the spot, and avoid
shipping delays. When you work with a shop that does their own production, you also get the
benefit of their experience. They can tell you if your artwork needs adjustments, if your fabric
choice will work, or if a different method might give you a better result.

Custom Shirt Printing brings that kind of hands-on service. They offer free design help, which is
a big deal for first-time buyers who may not know the difference between CMYK and spot
colors. And because they produce everything in-house, they can catch issues before they
become problems. That personal attention is something you rarely get from a large online print
broker.



Final Thoughts on Making the Switch



DTF transfers are not a magic bullet, but they are a powerful tool in the right hands. For small
to medium runs, full-color designs, and fast turnaround, they are often the best option available
today. If you run a clothing brand, a merch line, or a small business that needs custom apparel,
it is worth learning how DTF works and finding a printer you trust.

And if you are in Los Angeles, you already have access to some of the best print shops in the
country. Take advantage of that. Visit a shop, bring your artwork, and ask to see a sample. The
technology is impressive, but the real value comes from working with people who know how to
use it right.

Follow Custom Shirt Printing on ) Facebook Instagram



https://www.facebook.com/customtsprinting
https://www.instagram.com/customtsprinting

