
Why Lead Roofing Services Matter for Long-
Lasting Homes in Hammersmith
When you live in a city like London, especially in an area like Hammersmith with its mix of
Victorian terraces and post-war housing, the roof over your head takes a beating. Rain, wind,
and the general wear of time test every joint and flashing. Over the years I have seen a lot of
roofs, and the ones that hold up best almost always involve a material that has been used for
centuries: lead. It is not flashy or modern, but for certain parts of a roof - particularly on older
properties - there is simply nothing else that works as well. That is why finding reliable lead
roofing services is more than just a maintenance decision; it is an investment in the building
itself.

I grew up in the trade, working alongside my father who started our family-run business in
Hammersmith more than forty years ago. Back then, lead was the default choice for any
serious roofing job. You saw it on churches, on townhouses, on public buildings. It was
respected. Today, some of that respect has faded because cheaper materials and faster
installation methods have flooded the market. But the truth is, when you need something done
properly - especially around chimneys, valleys, and flat roofs - lead remains the benchmark. A
good leadwork job can outlast the house itself.

The Unique Qualities of Lead in Roofing
Lead is a soft, heavy, and remarkably durable metal. It expands and contracts with temperature
changes without cracking. That flexibility makes it ideal for sealing joints and edges where
other materials would fail. For instance, chimney flashing in London properties often gets
pulled away by wind and frost over time. A properly fitted lead flashing, with roll cap joints and
lead soakers underneath, will stay watertight for decades. I have seen lead flashings from the
1930s still doing their job, with only minor maintenance needed along the way.

Another common use is in valley gutters, where two pitched roofs meet. That junction is a
weak point on any house. Water funnels down that channel, and if the lining is not up to the job,
you get leaks inside the roof. Lead valley gutters, when dressed properly with standing seams,
handle that flow without corrosion. The same goes for flat roofs. Many people think flat roofs
are a modern invention, but they have been around for a long time, and lead sheet is one of the
best coverings for a small flat roof or a balcony. It forms a continuous, impermeable surface
that can be shaped to any profile.



What to Look for in Leadwork
Not all leadwork is equal. The quality depends on the thickness of the lead (Code 4 lead is the
standard for most domestic work), the skill of the person cutting and dressing it, and the
design of the joints. Bad leadwork looks lumpy, has sharp corners, and uses too many fixings.
Good leadwork looks crisp, lies flat, and uses only the fixings necessary to hold it while
allowing movement.

I have seen cases where a so-called roofer slapped on some lead sheet with a nail gun and
called it a day. Within two years, the lead had buckled and the joints had opened up. That is not
lead roofing; it is a waste of material. True lead roofing services involve understanding how
lead behaves. You need to know about creep, about thermal movement, about the correct type
of solder or lead welds for a given joint. You also need to respect the fact that lead is heavy
and needs proper support underneath. A good roofer will never just throw it on.

Practical Applications: Chimneys, Gutters, and More
Chimneys are one of the most common places where leadwork is essential. A chimney stack
projects above the roof line, so it takes the full force of the weather. The flashing around the
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base, the step flashings, the back gutter - all of these need to be made from a material that will
not rot or corrode. Lead is perfect for that. And if the chimney has multiple pots, lead soakers
and flashings can be tailored to each one, creating a seal that keeps water out for decades.

Gutter lining is another area where lead excels. Many older houses in Hammersmith have
original cast iron or stone gutters that are now leaking. Instead of replacing the entire gutter, a
skilled lead worker can line it with a continuous sheet of Code 4 lead, formed to the exact
shape of the channel. The result is a gutter that looks original but performs like new. This kind
of work requires patience and precision, but it is well worth the cost when you consider the
alternative of a full replacement.

Why Experience Matters
I have been doing this work for over four decades, and I can tell you that lead roofing is not
something you learn overnight. It takes years to develop the eye for detail and the feel for the
material. That is why a family-run business with a long history in the area has an advantage.
We know the local buildings. We know which chimney designs are common in Hammersmith,
which types of flat roofs were built in the 1970s, and which valley gutters are prone to failure.
That local knowledge is something a national chain cannot replicate.



Plus, when you work locally, you are accountable. Your reputation is on the line every time you
do a job. That is why we offer a 25-year guarantee on our work. It is not a marketing gimmick; it
is a promise that we stand behind what we do. And if something goes wrong in the middle of
the night - a storm rips off a flashing, a leak appears after heavy rain - we offer a 24-hour
emergency call-out. That kind of service comes from being part of the community, not from a
call centre far away.

The Bigger Picture: Roof Repairs and Replacement Services
Leadwork is rarely an isolated job. It is usually part of a larger programme of roof repairs or
replacement services. A roof that needs new lead flashings probably also needs the tiles
checked, the battens inspected, and the insulation upgraded. A good roofer will look at the
whole picture. They will not just patch the lead and walk away. They will examine the chimney
pots, check the condition of the flat roofs, and see if the valley gutters need any attention. That
holistic approach saves you money in the long run because you fix problems before they
become emergencies.

For pitched roofs, lead often works alongside clay tiles or slates. The lead handles the tricky
junctions, while the tiles cover the main area. For flat roofs, lead can be the main covering, or it
can be used as a detail around the edges where the membrane meets the parapet wall. Either
way, the principle is the same: use the right material for the right job, and do it with care.

Standards and Professionalism
In London, there are trade bodies like the London NFRC that set standards for roofing work. A
reputable lead roofing contractor will be a member of such an organisation, or at least work to
those standards. That means they use the correct grades of lead, they follow the
recommended fixing patterns, and they test their work for watertightness. It is not just about
slapping on some metal; it is about engineering a solution that will last.

I have worked on houses where the previous roofer used cheap substitutes like aluminium or
plastic-coated steel. Those materials might look okay for a year or two, but they expand and
contract at different rates to the surrounding building. They crack, they corrode, and they fail.
Lead, by contrast, moves with the building. It is forgiving. That is why it has been used for
centuries and why it will continue to be used for a long time to come.



Final Thoughts
If you own a property in Hammersmith or anywhere in London, and you need work done on
your roof, do not underestimate the value of proper leadwork. Whether it is a simple chimney
flashing or a complex valley gutter, getting it right the first time saves money, stress, and
potential damage to your home. Lead roofing services are not about being fancy; they are
about doing the job to a standard that lasts. That is what we have built our reputation on, and
that is what we continue to deliver, one roof at a time.

So when you look up at your roof and see the leadwork, take a moment to appreciate the craft.
That sheet of Code 4 lead, those roll cap joints, those standing seams - they are not just
functional. They are a testament to a trade that values skill over speed, and longevity over
shortcuts. And in a city like London, where the weather never lets up, that kind of quality is
worth holding onto.


