A slot paytable can look like a wall of symbols, numbers, and feature notes. The quickest way to make sense of it is
to read it in a set order: check how ordinary symbols pay, learn the match requirements, confirm the win
directions, and then read the special-symbol rules. Do this before watching animations or guessing from the
game’s theme.

A paytable is the rulebook for a particular slot. It explains what combinations can win and what conditions apply. It
does not necessarily show every detail on one screen, so use the game's information or help menu to find all the
relevant pages. Most importantly, don’t assume that a familiar-looking symbol or feature works the same way in

another game.

Start with the symbol values

Look for the section showing ordinary symbols and their payouts. These are usually the card ranks, such as 10, J,
Q, K, and A, alongside theme-specific icons. The paytable may display a value for three, four, or five matching

symbols. That table tells you which combinations can pay and, where values are shown, how much each pays

under the stated conditions.

Compare symbols by their listed values rather than by how large or elaborate they look. A detailed character or
shiny emblem may be a lower-paying symbol than a plain icon. Artwork is there to support the theme; the
paytable sets the rules.

Check the wording beside the values. A payout might be shown for a specific number of symbols, while the game's
rules explain where those symbols need to land. The figures may also be expressed in credits, coins, or a bet-
related format. Read any note that explains how the amount is calculated before comparing values or doing the

maths.

If you are looking at scraped content, an affiliate summary, or a help page that has been copied without its
images, you may see symbol names but no prices mentioned in the scraped content. That is a missing-data
problem, not permission to estimate. Don't fill in values from a different game or a similarly named slot. Open the
game’s own paytable and confirm the figures there. If the values are still unavailable, say that they could not be

verified.



Find the match requirements

Match requirements describe what a winning combination needs. Before deciding that “three of a kind" is enough,
find out where those three symbols must appear. A game may require a particular pattern, a sequence across

reels, or a group of symbols touching one another. The number of matching symbols alone does not tell you the

full rule.

Look for details such as:

* How many matching symbols are needed for a win.
® Which reels or positions can contain them.
® Whether symbols must be consecutive or connected.
® Whether wins are evaluated on fixed lines, in a direction, or as a cluster.
® Whether a winning combination must include a particular symbol or start on a particular reel.
These conditions are game-specific. Even two slots with the same number of reels can use different match

requirements. A small diagram in the paytable often explains more than a symbol list does, so check any line

patterns, highlighted positions, or examples.

Understand paylines, adjacent pays, and cluster pays

Paylines

On a payline slot, symbols usually need to land along one of the displayed line patterns. A line might run straight
across a row or zigzag through different rows. The game may require a combination to begin on the leftmost reel,

but don't assume that without checking the rules. Confirm both the permitted patterns and the win directions.

Some games have a fixed set of paylines; others let the player choose how many lines are active. The help screen
should explain what applies. If the paytable shows line diagrams, match the winning example to the diagram rather

than relying on the visual layout of the reels.

Adjacent pays



Adjacent-pay games commonly evaluate matching symbols on neighbouring reels, often starting from one side of
the grid. "Adjacent” does not automatically mean that symbols can land anywhere on the screen. The rules may
specify a starting reel, a direction, or a requirement for consecutive reels. Check those details before treating a

scattered group of matching icons as a win.

This is where win directions matter. The paytable may say wins are counted from left to right, from either direction,
or according to another stated rule. If it only lists the symbol values, keep looking for a separate section explaining

how wins are evaluated.

Cluster pays

Cluster slots generally look for a group of matching symbols connected in a defined way, rather than a line
running across the reels. The game may set a minimum cluster size and explain whether symbols connect

horizontally, vertically, or both. It may also describe what happens after a winning cluster is removed or changed.

Do not assume that diagonal contact counts, or that every connected group pays. Read the cluster definition and
any diagram. If the rules say a minimum number of touching symbols is required, that minimum is part of the

match requirement—not a general promise that any group of that size will win anywhere.

Pay system What to check Common assumption to avoid Paylines Line patterns, active-line rules, and win
directions Any matching symbols on the same row will pay Adjacent pays Starting reel, direction, and consecutive-
reel requirement Matching symbols can appear anywhere Cluster pays Minimum group size and which positions

count as connected Diagonal or separated symbols automatically join a cluster

Don’t let the theme stand in for the rules

Visuals help identify symbols, but they do not establish how those symbols pay. A slot with fruit, a slot set in
space, and a branded game can all use the same type of pay system—or entirely different ones. Likewise, two
games with similar reels and matching icons can have different match requirements, win directions, and special-

symbol conditions.

This matters when reading summaries. A review may describe a game as “a classic fruit slot” or say it has “wilds
and scatters.” Those labels are not a substitute for the official help screen. The theme tells you what the game
looks like; the paytable tells you what counts as a win.

For example, don't assume a scatter pays anywhere just because another slot's scatter does. Check whether the
paytable says a scatter must appear on specific reels, in a certain number, or in particular positions. The same care

applies to bonus symbols and other feature icons.

Read the wild rules closely

A wild often substitutes for one or more ordinary symbols to help complete a winning combination. But “wild"
does not mean “replaces everything.” The paytable should say which symbols it can substitute for and whether

any symbols are excluded.
Check the wild rules for:

® Which ordinary symbols a wild can replace.
® Whether it can replace scatters, bonus symbols, or other special symbols.
* Whether it appears on every reel or only selected reels.

* Whether it has an extra effect, such as expanding or carrying a multiplier.



® Whether an enhanced wild only applies during a specific feature.

Exclusions are easy to miss, especially when the rules are split across several screens. If the paytable says the wild
substitutes for “all regular symbols,” that wording may still leave special symbols outside the rule. Find the game's

definition rather than reading more into a short label.

Check feature triggers and reset rules

Once you understand ordinary wins, move on to bonus features. Use a short checklist so you don't mix up a
trigger condition with a feature description:

1. Trigger count: How many feature symbols are required?

2. Reel positions: Do they need to appear on particular reels or anywhere on the grid?

3. Exclusions: Are any symbols unable to substitute or contribute?

4. Retrigger rules: Can the feature be triggered again while it is active, and what does that award?

5. Reset rules: Does a meter, counter, or feature progress reset after a win, a feature round, or a new base-

game spin?
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Read the exact conditions for free spins, bonus rounds, expanding symbols, and any collection meter. A meter
filling up may show progress, but it does not by itself explain what causes a feature to trigger. Don't call it a

guaranteed trigger unless the paytable says so.

Retriggers and resets also vary. One game might award more spins when enough symbols land during a bonus;
another might not allow retriggers at all. A progress meter could reset after an event or remain active. Look for

the relevant rule rather than inferring it from an animation.

Use the game’s own information as the reference

When a summary and the game help screen disagree, verify the rule in the game itself. Casino operators and
reviewers may present information in different formats, and a copied description can omit diagrams or
qualifications. For example, a player browsing MrQ or another casino should use the information provided for the

specific game they have opened, rather than relying on a rule remembered from another title.

Regulatory references are not a replacement for a game’s paytable. The Malta Gaming Authority (MGA) is the
regulator commonly referred to by that abbreviation, but mentioning the Malta Gaming Authority or MGA does
not tell you a particular slot's symbol values, payline structure, or wild exclusions. Those are game-level rules, so

check the game’s own help screen.

A quick reading order
If the paytable feels overwhelming, work through it in this order:

1. Identify the game'’s pay system: paylines, adjacent pays, clusters, or another stated method.

2. Read the ordinary-symbol table and note the listed symbol values.

3. Confirm the match requirements, including the number of symbols and their required positions.
4. Find the win directions and any consecutive-reel or connection rules.

5. Read wild substitution rules and exclusions.
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6. Check feature trigger counts, reel positions, retriggers, and reset rules.

7. Return to the game's help screen if a price, value, or condition is missing from a scraped summary.

Bottom line

Reading a slot paytable is less about memorising every symbol and more about finding the conditions behind each
win. Start with symbol values, then check match requirements and win directions. Keep paylines, adjacent pays,

and cluster pays separate in your mind, and never assume the theme tells you how a game works.

Finally, read wild rules for both substitutions and exclusions, and treat missing information as missing—not as a
reason to guess. A careful pass through the paytable is usually faster than trying to work out the rules from the

reels after the game has started.



