
Bifid UK
+44 800 422 0888
sales@bifid.co.uk
https://bifid.com/uk/

What does molasses do in horse feed?
This ingredient is blended to some horse feed products mainly to boost palatability, bind ingredients together,
and supply extra calories. It can also help make dusty feeds taste sweeter and support hold fine particles in place.
In practical terms, that means some horses will eat a feed more readily if it contains molasses.

From an equine nutrition point of view, molasses is also a source of sugar content and can contribute to overall
energy source levels in the ration. That is not always a problem, but it matters for horses needing tighter control
over sugars, starch, and total calorie intake.

Molasses is not a required ingredient in horse diets. Many owners select a molasses-free feed because they
want lower sugar levels, a more controlled balanced ration, or a cleaner formula that works better for specific
management needs. The key is not whether a feed tastes sweet, but whether it helps meet the horse’s energy
requirements, digestibility, and digestive health.

Which types of horse feed are generally molasses-free?
Among the main types of horse feed, the best-positioned options to be molasses-free are basic pellets, some
cubes, and select straights. However, the presence or absence of molasses depends on the specific product, not
just the format.

Pellets are often a strong starting point because they can be formulated with fibre, minerals, and vitamins
without needing sweetness for appeal. Many low-sugar performance or maintenance feeds are built around
pellets. Cubes can also be molasses-free, especially fibre cubes or conditioning cubes designed for controlled
feeding. Straights such as unprocessed oats or simple fibre ingredients may naturally contain no molasses,
although they are not complete rations on their own.

Chaff is another area to check closely. Some chaff products contain molasses, but unmolassed chaff is widely
available and is often used to dilute richer feeds, add chew time, and support forage-first feeding. In many
stables, unmolassed chaff is one of the simplest switches for reducing sugar intake.

When comparing products, remember that “natural” or “healthy” does not automatically mean molasses-free.
Always check the specific formulation.

How to check if a horse feed contains molasses
The quickest method to check is to review the feed labels carefully. Begin with the ingredient list. If molasses is
included, it should appear there, often as “molasses,” “cane molasses,” “sugar beet molasses,” or a similar named
ingredient. If it is absent from the list, that is a good sign, but it is still worth checking the rest of the label.

Next, look at the analytical constituents. These usually show the feed’s crude protein, oil, fibre, ash, and
sometimes sugars and starch. A molasses-free product may still contain sugars from other ingredients, so “no



molasses” does not mean “zero sugar”. If a horse has special dietary needs, the sugar and starch figures matter
more than the ingredient name alone.

It is also worthwhile to look for the phrase “added molasses” or “with molasses” in the marketing description, but
do not rely on front-of-pack claims alone. The full feed label is the most reliable source. If a product is intended
as a supplementary feed or compound feed, the label should make clear how it fits into the diet and whether it
is a complete or partial ration.

Simple rule: if you are choosing a feed for a horse with laminitis risk, metabolic concerns, or a low-sugar diet,
read the ingredient list and analytical constituents every time, even if you have bought the same brand before.

Is complete horse feed always molasses-free?
No, complete horse feed is not always molasses-free. A complete feed is formulated to deliver a large part or all
of the horse’s daily nutrient needs, but it may still include molasses for taste, texture, or energy. That is why
“complete” and “molasses-free” are different.

This matters especially with compound feed products. A compound feed can be precisely blended and still
contain molasses as part of the recipe. Some versions are built around fibre and less sugary, while others are
more calorie-dense and designed for horses with higher workload or energy requirements.

Another category to examine closely is the forage replacer. These feeds are built to substitute for part of the
forage allowance when hay or haylage is limited, but they might or might not contain molasses. A forage replacer
should support nutritional balance, including fibre plus mineral intake, without relying on sugar for bulk.

In short, the answer is straightforward: some complete feeds are molasses-free, but many are not. Always confirm
the formulation before assuming.

Samples of horse feed brands and product styles
Many horse feed companies now sell no-molasses options, because demand for controlled-sugar diets has
grown. You will often see pelleted feed ranges alongside chaff, cubes, and balancers made for different classes
of horse.

Spillers horse feed is a well-known example of a brand with a wide range of formulations, including products
aimed at fibre-based, low-sugar, or performance feeding. Like other brands, the key is to check the individual
product rather than presuming the whole range is either molassed or unmolassed.

Usual molasses-free styles include:

Unmolassed chaff used as a fibre top-up or mixer.

Plain pellets that supply vitamins, minerals, and fibre without added sweetness.

Sugar-light cubes for maintenance or work.

Balancer-style or balancer-style feeds that focus on nutrient density rather than sugary calories.

When comparing products from different horse feed companies, consider the horse’s target body condition,
workload, and overall ration. A product can be molasses-free and still not be the best fit if it is too energy-dense
or not sufficiently balanced.

Horse feeding guidelines to follow when selecting a molasses-free
feed



Good horse feeding rules matter as much as what goes in. The classic 10 rules of feeding horses are often
presented in practical terms: feed according to forage intake, keep meals consistent, change diets gradually,
provide clean water, and match feed to workload and health status.

The most important principle is forage-first. For most horses, forage should form the foundation of the diet,
with supplementary feed included only to meet extra needs. That approach helps maintain digestive health,
encourages natural chewing, and helps reduce sudden spikes in sugars or starch.

When using a molasses-free product, follow these practical checks:

Form the diet on adequate forage before adding bucket feed.

Choose a feed that suits the horse’s condition score and workload.

Add any new feed slowly over several days.

Check sugar and starch levels, not just the absence of molasses.

Make meals sensible in size and frequency.

These rules help the ration stay digestible and stable, especially for horses with sensitive metabolism or changing
work patterns.

What is the cost of horse feed if it has no molasses?
Horse feed cost is influenced by the composition, brand, and bag size, not just whether the product contains
molasses. Some molasses-free feeds are lower priced because they use basic ingredients, while others cost more
because they are specialised, easy to digest, or enriched with added nutrients.

When comparing prices, look outside the headline pack price. A larger bag may look expensive, but if the ration
amount is lower, the actual daily cost may be quite fair. The same applies to balancers and high-specification
pellets, which may have a higher bag price but be fed in small amounts.

It helps to compare:

Price per bag.

Daily feed rate.

How long one bag will last at your horse’s current ration.

Whether the feed replaces other ingredients such as chaff or balancer.

Many horse feed companies sell both budget and premium options. A molasses-free feed does not
automatically cost more, but the more specific the formulation, UK native pony diet the more likely the price will
mirror that nutritional design.

Using a horse feed calculator UK along with feeding chart
A horse feed calculator uk can be useful when you want a starting point for ration planning. These tools usually
calculate energy and fibre needs based on bodyweight, work level, and sometimes age or condition. A
calculator is not a substitute for judgement, but it may help refine the choice of feed type.

A horse feeding chart is also useful for visualising how much forage, bucket feed, and balancer a horse may
need. The best charts do not simply promote more concentrate; they help you align feed with workload, body
condition, and management goals.

Take calculator and chart results as a guide, then check:
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Whether forage already meets most of the horse’s needs.

If the chosen horse feed fills a nutritional gap.

Whether the ration stays practical for the horse’s appetite and routine.

If the feed choice supports digestive health and steady energy.

For many horses, the simplest solution is a forage-led diet with a small amount of molasses-free pellets or
balancer, rather than a large bucket feed. That approach is often simpler to adjust and monitor.

Horse feed for beginners: simple no-molasses choices
If you are new to feeding, keep it straightforward. Horse feed for beginners should be easy to portion, easy to
evaluate, and aligned with a basic forage-led plan. A simple molasses-free choice is often better than a
complicated mix of multiple products.

Three beginner-friendly options are common:

Plain forage as the main diet, with no bucket feed unless needed.

Low-intake pellets or a balancer to cover vitamins and minerals.

Unmolassed chaff used to add chew time and slow eating.

A ration balancer is especially helpful for beginners because it supplies concentrated nutrients without requiring
large feed amounts. It can suit good-doers, native types, and horses that mainly need vitamin, mineral, and
amino acid support rather than extra calories.

For someone new to horse care, the main benefit of a molasses-free setup is transparency. You can tell what
every element of the diet is doing, which makes things simpler to watch condition and avoid overfeeding.

Horse feed advice UK: when to avoid molasses
Reliable horse feed advice uk often suggests avoiding molasses when the horse has a higher risk of weight gain,
metabolic sensitivity, or laminitis. In these cases, managing sugar intake is a practical management step, even if
molasses is not the only sugar source in the diet.

Common situations where a molasses-free feed may be preferred include:

Horses with prior laminitis or laminitis risk.

Good-doers that maintain body condition easily.

Horses needing a low-sugar ration for metabolic support.

Animals that become excitable on sweeter, higher-energy feeds.

An equine nutritionist can help if you are unsure how much sugar, starch, or energy the horse should receive.
Their advice is especially valuable if the horse has a complex medical history or if you need to balance forage
quality with bucket feed carefully.

Even when molasses is avoided, the full ration still needs to be balanced. Taking out one ingredient does not
guarantee suitability, so the whole ration still matters most.

Can you make a horse feed mix recipe without molasses?



Yes, you can build a horse feed mix recipe without molasses, but it should be done carefully. A simple mix might
include oats, unmolassed chaff, and a balancer to provide the missing vitamins and minerals. However, this is
not automatically complete or suitable for every horse.

Oats can provide quick-release energy, so they are not the best fit for every horse, especially if you are trying to
keep sugar content and starch under control. Unmolassed chaff improves fibre intake and slows eating, while a
balancer helps create a more complete ration.

If you want to prepare your own feed, consider:

If forage already supplies the horse’s basic needs.

The horse’s body condition and workload.

How much starch the mix introduces.

Whether the ration still maintains digestive health.

For many horses, a home mix is most suitable as a small part of the diet, not the foundation. Keep things simple
and check it regularly.

What should I feed my horse quiz-style decisions
A quick what should i feed my horse quiz approach can help you refine the options. Use a few practical
questions:

What is the horse’s condition score?

How much exercise level or work is the horse getting?

What is the horse’s age?

Is the horse a efficient eater or a poor-doer?

Does the horse need more fibre, more calories, or more nutrients?

If the horse is young, developing, aged, or in harder work, the answer may be a feed with higher nutritional
density. If the horse is overweight or needs careful sugar management, a molasses-free option with forage,
pelleted feed, or a balancer may be better.

Use the quiz logic like this: forage first, then add only what the horse actually requires. This keeps the ration
targeted and prevents unnecessary extra calories.

FAQ: quick answers on molasses-free horse feed

What horse feed contains no molasses?

Without molasses options include some pellets, some feed cubes, basic roughage products, molasses-free
chaff, and select feed balancer products. Make sure to inspect the ingredient list because the usual style of
feed can change by maker and composition.

Are complete horse feeds always molasses-free?

No. Complete horse feed can still have molasses. Some complete feeds are molasses-free, but many
compound feed products contain molasses for palatability or structure. The label is the best reliable way to
verify.



How can I tell if a horse feed has molasses in it?

Look at the feed label, starting with the ingredient list. Then check the analytical constituents for sugars and
starch. If molasses is present, it will usually be named directly. If you are unsure, cross-check the product
description with the technical label.

Is molasses-free horse feed better for laminitic horses?

It can be a good choice, especially because it may help reduce sugar intake. However, laminitis management is
about the entire feeding plan, not just one ingredient. A horse with laminitis risk usually needs a careful, forage-
led plan and professional guidance from an equine nutritionist or vet.

Can I make a horse feed mix recipe without molasses?

Certainly. A simple horse feed mix recipe can use oats, unmolassed chaff, and a balancer, but it should still
suit the horse’s needs. Keep an eye on starch, digestive health, and overall nutritional balance before feeding it
long term.

If you are choosing between horse feed products, the safest approach is to start with forage, check the label, and
select the formula that matches body condition, workload, and health goals. That way, you can choose a true
molasses-free feed with confidence rather than relying on guesswork.


