
As airport drop-off charges quietly rise across the UK, many travellers are turning to pre-booked airport parking
as a convenient and often cost-effective alternative to expensive kerbside drop-offs. But can you cancel that pre-
booked parking if your plans change? And is it always the best option?

In this detailed post, we'll unpack the common conditions around cancellable airport parking, share the latest
data on fees from popular UK airports, and give you tips to save money and time using different parking options.

UK Airport Drop-Off Charges: A Quiet Rise
Over recent months, many UK airports have increased their drop-off charges without much fanfare. On average,
these fees now stand at around £6.51 per vehicle for a quick passenger drop-off.

For some airports, the charges can be significantly higher – rising above £10 in some cases. This has nudged
travellers to explore alternatives like long stay parking or park & ride schemes that offer free or cheaper drop-off
points, but with a shuttle bus time trade-off.

Example of Average and Most Expensive Drop-Off Fees

Airport Average Drop-Off Fee (£) Notes London Heathrow £8.00 One of the highest UK drop-off fees Manchester
£5.20 Mid-range charge Glasgow £4.00 Lower end of charges Average UK £6.51 Based on recent surveys

Pre-Booked Parking Conditions: What You Need to Know
Pre-booking your airport parking is an excellent way to lock in prices and secure your space, especially during peak
travel times. However, the cancellability of your booking varies depending on the provider and the parking
package you choose.

Are Pre-Booked Parking Spaces Usually Cancellable?

Standard Flexible Options: Many providers offer fully cancellable or refundable parking packages, allowing
you to cancel up to a certain time before your arrival (usually 24 or 48 hours). These tend to cost slightly more
but provide peace of mind.

Non-Refundable Deals: Cheaper rates often come with “no cancellation” or “non-refundable” terms to keep
prices low. If your plans change, these bookings usually can’t be changed or refunded.

Special Offers & Discounts: Some promotions or “early bird” deals are non-cancellable, so always check the
small print carefully.

In short: Many but not all pre-booked parking options are cancellable. The key is to check the terms before
you book.

How to Check Pre-Booking Terms

1. Visit your chosen parking provider’s website or booking platform.

2. Look for cancellation policy information on the product page or during the booking steps.

3. Check cut-off times for free cancellation and the applicable fees if cancelling later.

4. Confirm whether the booking is fully refundable, partially refundable, or non-refundable.



If you’re using a third-party comparison site like Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages, these platforms
usually display cancellation policies upfront to help you decide. Booking via trusted sites also can provide stronger
customer protections.

Free Drop-Off Alternatives: Long Stay and Park & Ride
Not everyone wants to pay rising drop-off fees or commit to parking bookings. Many airports offer free drop-off
windows at long stay or park & ride facilities. These require you to:

Park your car at a free designated area some distance from the terminal

Use shuttle buses to reach the terminal building

While these options save money and avoid drop-off fees, they do mean a trade-off in time and convenience:

Shuttle Time: Buses run at regular intervals but introduce additional journey time (typically 10-20 minutes
depending on the airport)



Limited access: No kerbside convenience—meaning you have to carry luggage to and from shuttle stops

These options make sense if you’re looking to economise and don’t mind the minor inconvenience. For those with
mobility issues, lots of luggage, or tight flight schedules, kerbside drop-offs or parking near cheapest airport drop
off method the terminal might be worth the extra cost.

Kerbside vs Pre-Booked Parking: What’s Best For You?
Option Cost Convenience Cancellability Best For Kerbside Drop-Off £4 - £10+ (varies by airport) Very high - direct
terminal access Not applicable (pay on arrival) Short trips, minimal luggage, quick goodbye Pre-Booked Parking
Varies, starting from around £10/day High - park near terminal or shuttle Depends on terms; often cancellable
with notice Longer stays, flexible plans, guaranteed spots Long Stay / Park & Ride Free drop-off; parking fees apply
Moderate - shuttle bus transfer Depends on parking provider Budget travellers, those with time to spare

How to Book Cancellable Airport Parking and Save Money
If you want to try pre-booked airport parking with the option to cancel, you’ll want to:

Use reliable comparison sites like Holiday Extras airport parking pages that display cancellation policies clearly.

Opt for flexible or refundable parking packages rather than the cheapest non-refundable deals.

Book early to secure better refundable rates before availability tightens.

Set reminders for cancellation cut-off times to avoid losing your deposit if plans change.

By staying informed and cautious, you get the convenience of pre-booking plus flexibility should your travel dates
shift.

Summary: Pre-Booked Parking Can Be Cancellable, But Always Check!
UK airport drop-off charges have quietly increased, driving some travellers to pre-book parking as a convenient
alternative. The good news is many providers offer cancellable airport parking options—but these are often at
a slightly higher price or with specific cancellation windows.

If flexibility matters to you, make sure to check your parking booking's cancellation terms before you commit.
Using comparison tools like Holiday Extras can help you find the best packages with clear policies.

Alternatively, free long stay/park & ride drop-off areas remain a useful budget option, but require time and shuttle
transfers.

Ultimately, the best choice depends on your priorities: convenience and flexibility vs. saving cost and time trade-
offs.

Useful Links
Holiday Extras Airport Parking Comparison

Book Your Airport Parking (affiliate link)
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