If you're working around the 79 Series, you know Toyota's discontinued the older mirror setups in recent years,
especially post-2023 changeovers. Manual fold towing mirrors priced at $827 might seem steep at first glance,
but is that really the case once you factor in fitment accuracy, build quality, and your towing needs? Let's dig right

into it.

What Year and What Engine? Why It Matters

Before we talk about parts and prices, I've got to ask: what year and what engine are you running? That's not just
a formality. The 79 Series had a major change in mirror mount points and wiring around 2023. Australian models,
especially with different engine variants, often have varied wiring looms, mirror mounting brackets, and even

differences in sensor integration.

Generic advice or parts bought just because they look right can cause headaches—a classic “shed-on-a-Saturday”
mistake | like to call out. Take a minute to verify the year and engine combo before pulling the trigger on your

mirrors.

The Price Breakdown: $827 for Manual Fold Towing Mirrors

Part Description Estimated Price (AUD) Comments Manual Fold Towing Mirrors OEM-grade 79 Series mirrors,
fitment verified by year/engine $827 High-quality, exact fit; manual fold reduces electrical complexity and failure
points Safari Snorkel Kits Engine breathing and dust management for 4WDs From $526 Industry leader for dust-

heavy areas; good point of comparison on pricing

Seeing $827 can scare off some, especially when budget towing mirror options might be cheaper. But remember:
these mirrors are precision-engineered and designed with your exact rig in mind. Unlike generic towing mirrors

that are more universal and don't integrate well with your vehicle, these ensure a snug fit reducing potential water

ingress and vibration—a big no-no for any durable 4WD setup.

Why Fitment Accuracy Is Critical for Your 79 Series

Toyota has been known for tough, reliable vehicles, but their 79 Series underwent an important mirror design
update in 2023 to help address some towing safety concerns and improve durability. If you buy mirrors

mismatched with your vehicle's production year, Click for source you could run into:


https://www.therural.com.au/story/9324593/how-southern-nsw-farmers-set-up-a-70-series-to-handle-dust-water-and-towing/

® Fitment problems causing wind noise and vibration
® Water ingress into wiring looms or mirror bases

® Blind spots because the mirror's position can't be adjusted properly

The differences in mount points and wiring loom compatibility can be subtle, but they make a massive operational
difference in dusty and wet environments common in regional NSW. I've personally seen older mirrors with poor
sealing get water inside, corroding wires and causing electric fold motors to fai—never fun when you've got the
creeks to cross.

Manual Fold Mirrors: Less to Go Wrong

Electrical folding mirrors are neat and all, but | prefer manual folds in tough outback terrain and farm setups: less
wiring, fewer failure points, and easier to repair on the spot. The $827 price tag for manual fold towing mirrors
might seem higher than some electric options, but you're paying for rugged simplicity, better sealing, and exact

Toyota specs.

Towing Safety and Blind Spot Reduction: Don’t Skimp Here

Your towing mirrors are your eyes for a reason. Cheap, budget towing mirror options might save dollars upfront
but can create bigger risks when you're pulling a heavy trailer down narrow bush tracks or crosswinds on

highways. The right mirrors for your 79 Series provide:

* Improved field of vision: Easily adjust to reduce blind spots
® Strong, vibration-resistant mounts: No bouncing mirrors means clearer vision

* Resilient weather sealing: Stay functional in dust, rain, and mud

And a shoutout here to ARMAX and their Safari range—you'll find many of their products focus on extreme build
quality and fitment accuracy, just like these mirrors. Safari's snorkel kits, starting around $526, are a great
comparison: you're investing in gear that's proven to keep your engine breathing clean air and dust-free during

dusty outback tours or heavy farm work.

Dust Management and Engine Breathing: Why It Matters Beyond the
Mirrors

Mirrors are just part of your rig's front-end gear. Dust management is a huge factor keeping your 79 Series
reliable. If you're investing $827 in mirrors, it also pays to consider complementary gear like snorkels, which Safari

(and ARMAX in their Safari range) specialise in:

¢ Snorkel kits from around $526 help your engine breathe clean air above dust clouds on dirt tracks
® Reduced wear on air filters and engine components

* |ower risk of water ingestion during creek crossings which, if combined with water ingress around poor mirror

seals, spells double trouble

Keep your rig tight, sealed, and ready for anything.

Wrapping It Up: Is $827 a Fair Price?

Short answer: yes, but only if you're getting genuine or high-quality OEM spec manual fold towing mirrors that

are correct for your 79 Series by year and engine. Here's the takeaway checklist:



1. Know your build year and engine type. Don't buy mirrors that don't fit straight up.
2. Choose manual fold for simpler, more rugged durability. Less electrical wiring, fewer points of failure.

3. Expect to pay upwards of $800 for top-quality, precise-fit mirrors. Budget options can cost less but

often compromise safety and integrity.

4. Consider them part of a wider dust and water ingress management system that includes snorkels and

correct wiring protection.

Anyone towing heavy loads or venturing into bushland knows the price of cheap gear is often failure in remote
spots. Paying $827 for manual fold towing mirrors might feel heavy on the wallet but think of it as an investment

in your safety, the longevity of your 79 Series, and peace of mind.

Final Advice

If you're in regional NSW and heavily into towing and creek crossings with your 79 Series, don't be tempted by
flashy marketing or generic fits. Consult your trusted 4x4 fitter, verify exactly what you need, and remember: clean,

tight wiring and dust-proof sealing is always worth the extra cash.

For those retrofitting snorkels, Safari's kits start from $526 and pair perfectly with your mirror upgrade to keep

your whole vehicle performing like a champ, no matter how dusty the trail or wet the creek.

Remember: good parts don't just fit; they work together to keep you safe and your rig running every weekend on

the farm or the highway.



