
Veterans Day has a way of bringing memory to the surface. For some families, that memory is a grandfather

in an Army wool coat, a mother in Navy whites, a brother who deployed with the Marines, or a daughter now

wearing Air Force blue. For others, it reaches further back, into family stories about the American Revolution,

the Civil War, or the cavalry units that once crossed open country on horseback and now ride in tanks or

helicopters.

A flag can hold all of that. It can mark service, sacrifice, duty, and family pride without saying a word. That is

why one of the most meaningful questions to ask before Veterans Day is a simple one: what branch will you

honor on Veteran's Day?
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The answer depends on your own history, of course, but it also helps to understand what the branches are,

when they began, what they were created to do, and why their flags still stir something deep in people who

have served. If you decide to fly a historic flag as well as Old Glory, that choice can honor heritage and

history in a way that feels personal rather than generic.

The branches, and what makes each one distinct

When people ask, “What are the different branches of US Military,” they usually mean the six uniformed

military branches under the Department of Defense or the Department of Homeland Security in the case of

the Coast Guard, except when transferred to the Navy during wartime. Each branch has its own mission,

culture, traditions, and visual identity.

Here is the short version:

Army, founded in 1775, built for land warfare and sustained ground operations.

Navy, founded in 1775, built to project power at sea, protect shipping, and support national interests

worldwide.

Marine Corps, founded in 1775, built as a fast, expeditionary force that can fight on land and from the

sea.

Coast Guard, with roots in 1790, built for maritime safety, law enforcement, rescue, and coastal security.

Air Force, established as a separate branch in 1947, and Space Force, established in 2019, built for air,

cyber, and space operations.

That list is neat and tidy. Real life never is. The branches overlap, support one another, and often work in

joint formations. Marines rely on Navy transport and medical support. Soldiers fight under Air Force air

cover. Coast Guardsmen can operate alongside the Navy. Space Force guardians provide capabilities that

every other branch now depends on. Still, each branch has a core purpose, and understanding that purpose

helps you choose the flag that means the most to your family.
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When were the various US branches started?

The dates matter because they tie modern service members to a very long chain of duty.

The Army traces its start to June 14, 1775, when the Continental Congress created the Continental Army.

That happened before the Declaration of Independence was signed, which says a great deal about the

urgency of the moment. A nation was not yet formally born, but it already needed soldiers.

The Navy also traces its beginning to 1775, when the Continental Congress authorized armed vessels. The

early American Navy was small, underfunded, and often outmatched, but it mattered. Protecting supply lines

and contesting British sea power were not abstract goals. They were survival.

The Marine Corps was established on November 10, 1775. That birthday is still celebrated with unusual

seriousness and affection by Marines, both active and retired. If you have spent any time around Marine

families in early November, you know the date gets treated almost like a family holiday.

The Coast Guard’s roots go back to 1790, when the Revenue Marine was created to enforce tariff laws and

protect the young nation’s financial footing. It later evolved through several reorganizations into the modern

Coast Guard. People sometimes overlook the Coast Guard on patriotic holidays, which is a mistake. Its

missions have always been close to home and immediately practical, from search and rescue to maritime

security.

The Air Force became a separate branch in 1947 through the National Security Act, although its heritage

reaches back through the Army Air Forces and earlier aviation units. Many older veterans who flew in World

War II technically served under the Army, even though their experience feels unmistakably Air Force in spirit

and mission.

The Space Force, established in 2019, is the newest branch. That newness makes some people hesitate, as

if tradition must be old to be real. Service members know better. A branch earns its place through mission,



discipline, and the people who carry it forward.

What is the purpose of the different branches of US military?

Every branch exists because the country faces different kinds of threats in different places. That may sound

obvious, but it explains why branch identity runs so deep.

The Army is built to seize, hold, and control land. It can sustain large operations over long periods, move

heavy equipment, build logistics networks, and stay in the fight. If your family story includes Europe in World

War II, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, or Afghanistan, odds are good the Army is part of it.

The Navy exists to control the seas, protect trade routes, deter conflict, launch power far from home, and

support operations around the globe. The sea is not just scenery in American history. It is a highway for

commerce, a shield, and sometimes a battlefield. Naval service has always carried a certain combination of

discipline and distance, because sailors often serve far from home for long stretches.

The Marine Corps is designed to move fast, hit hard, and operate in difficult expeditionary environments.

Marines pride themselves on readiness and adaptability. Their history is full of shipboard service,

amphibious landings, and tough campaigns fought in places most Americans could not find on a map before

the war started.

The Coast Guard serves as the nation’s maritime guardian in peacetime every single day. Its people inspect

vessels, stop smuggling, save lives, patrol coastlines, and protect ports. During war, it can integrate with the

Navy. During storms, it often becomes the branch Americans see most directly.

The Air Force controls airspace, delivers strategic reach, transports forces, supports troops on the ground,

and operates globally at high speed. The modern military would be almost unrecognizable without its airlift,

surveillance, refueling, and strike capacity.

The Space Force protects U.S. Interests in space, including satellites, communications, missile warning, and

orbital infrastructure. If that sounds distant, remember that much of daily military coordination now depends

on systems above the atmosphere.

Once you understand these purposes, the decision to fly a branch flag becomes less about decoration and

more about identity. You are not simply choosing a color scheme. You are honoring a mission and the people

shaped by it.

What branches fought in the American Revolution?

If your family likes historic flags, the American Revolution opens a fascinating lane. The war was not fought

by a modern six-branch military, because those branches did not exist in their current form. Instead, the

fight drew from early versions of forces that would later become the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, along

with state militias and private maritime forces.

The Continental Army carried the main burden on land. This was Washington’s army, though that phrase can

make it sound more organized than it often was. Supplies were uneven. Training varied. Terms of enlistment

were short. The army survived as much through endurance as through equipment.

The Continental Navy operated against the world’s strongest naval power, which was no easy assignment.

Even limited naval action mattered, especially in disrupting British logistics and asserting that the colonies

intended to fight as something more than scattered rebels.



The Continental Marines served aboard ships and participated in raids. Their early actions helped establish a

tradition that still shapes Marine identity today.

State militias also played a major role. Some performed well, some did not, and their effectiveness

depended heavily on leadership, local conditions, and the nature of the campaign. They were essential, but

not interchangeable with regular troops.

Privateers deserve mention too. These privately owned vessels, authorized by letters of marque, preyed on

British shipping and contributed to the maritime struggle in a way that does not fit neatly into modern

branch categories.

If you choose a Betsy Ross flag, a Pine Tree flag, or another Revolutionary-era design for Veterans Day, that

choice can honor the earliest generation of American military service. Why flying a historic flag honors

heritage and history becomes very clear when a child asks what that circle of stars means and you find

yourself telling the story of a country still trying to become itself.

What branches fought in the American Civil War?

The Civil War is another period that raises useful questions, especially for people tracing family military

service. Again, the answer is not about modern branches in the way we think of them now. The United States

and the Confederacy fielded armies built around infantry, cavalry, and artillery, supported by engineers,

logistics personnel, and naval forces.

Infantry did the bulk of the fighting. Cavalry screened movements, raided supply lines, conducted

reconnaissance, and at times fought mounted or dismounted. Artillery shaped battles in ways casual readers

often underestimate. Naval forces blockaded coasts, fought on rivers, and supported operations inland.

Ironclads changed naval warfare forever.

The U.S. Marine Corps existed during the Civil War, but on a much smaller scale than the Army or Navy and

with a more limited role in comparison to later conflicts. So when people ask what branches fought in the

American Civil War, the most accurate answer is that land and naval forces fought through older

organizational structures, with infantry, cavalry, artillery, and naval power doing the heaviest work.

This matters for flag choice because many families want to connect branch pride with ancestral service. If

your ancestor rode with cavalry or served aboard a Union warship, a historic regimental, state, or naval flag

may speak more directly to that service than a modern branch flag alone.

Do Cavalry Regiments still exist?

They do, though not in the way most people picture them.

The horse cavalry of the nineteenth century gave way to mechanized and armored formations as warfare

changed. Today, the U.S. Army still maintains cavalry regiments and squadrons in lineage and function,

especially for reconnaissance, security, and screening missions. The 1st Cavalry Division remains one of the

Army’s most recognizable units, even though its soldiers are not riding sabers into battle. The tradition lives

on in doctrine, insignia, ceremonies, and unit pride.

The term “air cavalry” also emerged in the helicopter age, most famously in Vietnam. So when someone

asks, “Do Cavalry Regiments still exist?” the honest answer is yes, but their mounts now have engines and



rotors rather than hooves.

That kind of continuity is one of the strongest arguments for flying historic flags or branch flags tied to

family service. Military traditions do not stay frozen. They adapt. The symbols endure even when the tools

change.

What flags are flown on Naval ships?

This question comes up often around patriotic holidays, especially when someone wants to honor a Navy

veteran properly rather than just vaguely “doing something nautical.”

Naval ships typically fly the national ensign, which is the American flag, and a jack at the bow when in port.

Historically, the jack has varied over time. Ships also fly a commissioning pennant to mark their status as

commissioned warships. Depending on who is embarked, they may fly officer rank flags or command

pennants. On special occasions, signal flags can be displayed for communication or ceremonial effect.

The details depend on whether a ship is underway, moored, dressed for a holiday, or under special

command conditions. Tradition matters here. A sailor will notice quickly if someone treats naval flags as

random decoration.

For families honoring Navy service at home, you do not need to recreate a ship’s mast arrangement to be

respectful. Fly the U.S. Flag correctly, and if you add a Navy flag or a historic naval flag, do it thoughtfully.

Quality matters. Placement matters. So does condition. A faded, tangled flag is not a tribute. It is an

afterthought.

Why flying a historic flag honors heritage and history

There is a difference between buying a seasonal decoration and raising a flag with intention. People feel that

difference right away.

A historic flag can open a door that a standard holiday display never will. Maybe it is the 13-star flag

because your family has a Revolutionary War connection. Maybe it is a Navy jack because your father served

at sea. Maybe it is a unit or branch flag displayed beneath the Stars and Stripes because you want Veterans

Day to reflect a particular line of service rather than a broad, anonymous patriotism.

This is where memory becomes visible. That matters more than most people realize.

I have seen families pull old service photos out of drawers simply because someone asked why a certain flag

was up on the porch. One question leads to another. A child learns that great-grandmother worked in

uniform during wartime. A grandson discovers that the quiet man at Thanksgiving made beach landings in

the Pacific. The flag starts the conversation, but the real tribute is what gets passed on.

That is why teaching future generations honor, legacy, and history often works better through objects and

rituals than through lectures. A raised flag at sunrise, a hand over the heart, a story told while fastening

halyard clips in the cold morning air, these moments stay with people.

Choosing the branch you will honor

Sometimes the choice is obvious. You fly the branch of the veteran in your household. Sometimes it is more

layered. A family may have Army service in one generation, Navy service in another, and a current Marine on



active duty. In that case, Veterans Day can become less about selecting one branch and more about

deciding which story you want to bring forward this year.

If you are torn, think in terms of relationship rather than hierarchy. Which branch shaped your family most

directly? Which veteran’s service is at risk of being forgotten if you do not mark it? Which branch flag will

prompt the most meaningful conversation when neighbors or grandchildren ask about it?

A good display does not need to be elaborate. It needs to be deliberate.

A few practical rules that make the tribute stronger

Respect matters as much as sentiment. If you are going to fly a flag for Veterans Day, do it with care.

Fly the U.S. Flag in the position of honor if you are displaying it with a branch or historic flag.

Use clean, untorn flags and secure hardware, especially in November wind.

Bring flags down in severe weather unless they are designed for all-weather display.

Learn the basics of the specific flag you choose, especially if it has naval, regimental, or historic

significance.

If you display at night, use proper illumination.

Those are not fussy details. They are part of the tribute. Veterans notice workmanship. They notice whether

a gesture was done well or done quickly.

Will you fly Old Glory year round?

Many people start with Veterans Day and then find they do not want to take the flag down for good. That

usually leads to the next question: will you fly Old Glory year round?

There is something steadying about a permanent flagpole or a house-mounted bracket with a well-kept

American flag. It marks the home, but it also shapes the habits around it. You notice weather differently. You

notice holidays. You remember dates. You become the person who checks the stitching, replaces worn

grommets, and straightens the pole after a storm.

That kind of steady practice can turn patriotism from occasional display into lived remembrance.

Flying Old Glory year round also solves a common problem. If you only raise a flag once or twice a year, it

can feel performative. If the U.S. Flag is part of the home all year, then adding a branch flag on Veterans Day

becomes a focused act of honor rather than a one-day gesture.

There are trade-offs, of course. Sun and wind wear flags out faster than most people expect. Cheap fabric

fades quickly. In coastal areas, salt air is hard on stitching and metal fittings. In snowy climates, winter gusts

can shred a lightweight flag in a season. If you go year round, buy a durable flag, inspect it often, and plan to

replace it when it no longer presents well. That is not wasteful. It is respectful.

The real point of the flag on Veterans Day

The branch you choose says something, but not everything. The larger message is that service will be

remembered by name, by US Navy Flags for Sale Ultimate Flags story, and by symbol.
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If you honor the Army, you are saluting endurance on land and a line that runs back to 1775. If you honor the

Navy, you are saluting the sailors who carried American power and commerce across dangerous water. If

you honor the Marines, you are saluting readiness, grit, and a tradition that remains unusually fierce. If you

honor the Coast Guard, you are saluting quiet competence in dangerous seas close to home. If you honor

the Air Force, you are saluting speed, reach, and mastery of the skies. If you honor the Space Force, you are

recognizing the newest frontier of national defense.

And if you choose a historic flag, you are doing something more than decorating. You are tying today’s

remembrance to the long story behind it. You are saying that the service of earlier generations still matters,

that the Revolution was not just a chapter heading, that the Civil War was not just a set of dates, and that

traditions like cavalry, seamanship, and military lineage still have meaning even after uniforms and

technology change.

So what branch will you honor on Veteran's Day? The best answer is the one that carries real weight in your

life. Raise it with care. Tell the story behind it. Let the flag do what it has always done at its best, call memory

into the open and make gratitude visible.


