TaylorMade P790 Irons: A Blade Player's
Perspective for 2026

First Impressions of the P790

I'll be honest: when | first heard about the TaylorMade P790 irons, | assumed they were just
another set of flashy game-improvement clubs. After spending a few rounds with them on a
variety of courses and hitting a few hundred balls on a launch monitor, | can say my initial take
was wrong. These are serious tools for players who know what they want out of a blade iron.
The P790 line sits in that interesting middle ground between a true muscle-back and a full
cavity-back, which makes them worth a closer look for anyone shopping for blade irons in
2026.

Where the P790 Fits in the Blade Iron Landscape

Blade irons have seen a quiet renaissance over the last few years. More golfers are moving
away from oversized, high-MOI designs and back toward something that gives them direct
feedback. The TaylorMade P790 irons enter that conversation with a forged carbon steel body
that feels solid in the hands, not dead, not overly springy, just substantial. They are not the
lightest clubs in the bag, but they don't need to be. The weight distribution is what matters, and
TaylorMade has done something smart with the internal weighting here.

During my testing on a golf simulator, | tried the P790 alongside some established tour-level
irons from other brands. The first thing | noticed was the sound. It's a firm, crisp click at impact,
not a hollow thud. That sound alone tells you the construction is dense. The Speed Pocket
technology in the sole helps with ball speed retention on thin hits, which is exactly the kind of
forgiveness you want without losing the blade feel. | found that on off-center strikes toward the
toe, the ball still carried decent line and distance, not something you get from every set of
player irons.
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Material Choices and Build Quality

The P790 uses a forged carbon steel face and body, then adds a layer of carbon composite in
the cavity. That might sound like marketing speak, but the practical effect is a club that
dampens harsh vibration without muting the feedback. I've played sets that felt like swinging a



steel beam, and others that felt like plastic toys. The P790 sits right in the pocket where you
can feel the head throughout the swing, but the handle doesn't rattle your hands on a cold day.
The stock shaft offerings include options from KBS Tour, True Temper, and Project X, each with
different flex profiles. | tested the P790 with a Mitsubishi Rayon shaft and found the combo
stable through impact, with no twisting at the grip.

Another detail that stood out: the sole is relatively flat, which helps the club sit square on the
turf. That might seem minor, but if you play on tight lies or firm fairways, a rounded sole can
cause the heel to dig in. The P790 avoids that problem. The overall head size is moderate, not
as compact as a pure blade, but not as bulky as a full-cavity game improver. That makes them
a strong candidate for golfers who want to refine their strike without losing all help on mis-hits.

Performance Data and Real-World Feel

| spent an afternoon on a launch monitor at a local fitting studio, collecting performance data
with the P790. The launch monitor showed consistent ball speeds across the set, with only a 2,
3 mph drop on thin hits compared to pure solid strikes. The spin rates were also stable, the ball
didn’t balloon or dive unexpectedly. That kind of predictability matters when you're standing
over a shot you need to execute. | also used a golf simulator to test the P790 on a simulated
150-yard par-3 with a slight crosswind. The simulator’s data matched what | felt: the club holds
its line through impact, and the ball launches on a predictable trajectory.

In terms of forgiveness, the P790 sits about where you'd expect from a modern blade iron. It
won't save you from a terrible strike, nothing will, but it does give you more room on slight
mishits than a traditional muscle-back. The Speed Pocket helps maintain ball speed when you
catch the ball thin, which is exactly the kind of performance you want from a set of player
irons. If you're coming from a full cavity-back set, you'll notice the feedback is more direct, but
not punishing.



Who Should Play the TaylorMade P790 Irons?

Based on my testing and conversations with other players, these clubs fit best for the golfer
who has a solid strike but wants more feedback than a game-improver provides. They are not
beginner clubs. If you are still fighting to make consistent contact, you might find the P790 too
honest. But if you can consistently hit the center of the face and want to dial in your strike
location, the P790 gives you that information clearly. They also work well for players who like to
work the ball around the course, the sole design and weight distribution let you play shots from
different lies without the club fighting you.

I've also seen these clubs in the bags of some USTA amateur players who compete in local
events. The USTA circuit attracts a wide range of skill levels, and several players there have
switched to the P790 as their primary set. They appreciate the blend of feel and forgiveness.
One player told me he dropped about three strokes from his average after switching from a full-
cavity set, mostly because he could feel exactly where his strike was off and correct it mid-
round. That kind of feedback loop is exactly what blade irons are supposed to provide.

Comparing the P790 to Other Top Picks

When | look at the landscape of blade irons for 2026, the TaylorMade P790 irons sit near the
top of my list for players who want a blend of tradition and modern engineering. They are not



https://topgolfirons.com/best-blade-golf-irons/

the most traditional blade, they have a slightly larger head than a pure muscle-back, but they
retain the solid feel that blade players want. Compared to other popular models, the P790
offers a slightly higher MOI without losing that solid impact sensation. That gives you a bit
more stability on off-center strikes while still letting you feel where you missed.

One trade-off: the P790 is not the easiest club to shape with. If you like to bend the ball on
command, you might find the head a little too stable for extreme manipulations. But for most
players, that stability is a benefit. The ball goes where the face points, and the club does not
introduce extra variables. That is exactly what you want from a set of player irons.






Final Thoughts on the P790

After several sessions with the TaylorMade P790 irons, | can recommend them without
hesitation to anyone who wants a real blade feel with a touch of modern forgiveness. They are
well-built, consistent, and honest. The forged carbon steel construction and Speed Pocket work
together to give you performance data you can trust, whether you're on a launch monitor or on
the course. If you are shopping for blade irons in 2026, the P790 should be on your short list of
top picks to test. They may not be for everyone, but for the right player, they are a set you'll play
for years.



