Why North Texas Weather Is Hard On Windows

Even a quality window ages faster here than it might in a milder climate, because the sun, heat, wind, and hail all

take turns beating on it.

The main issue is not one dramatic storm, but the long stretch of hot, UV-heavy days that dry out seals, fade

finishes, and stress the frame.

When you add wind-driven rain, dust, and the occasional hailstorm, the wear adds up faster than many

homeowners realize.

A shaded house with decent overhangs may get much more life from the same product than a home with wide-

open sun exposure.

How Long Replacement Windows Usually Last
That range is broad on purpose, because window life is affected by both the product and the house around it.

Vinyl can be a solid value, but repeated heat exposure may cause faster wear in cheaper lines, particularly if the

frame sections are thin or poorly reinforced.

A wood frame with peeling paint, failing glazing, or water intrusion can deteriorate quickly once the protective

layer is compromised.

If a home already has older aluminum units, the biggest complaint is often heat transfer rather than outright
structural failure.

Double-pane units with a good seal and a low-E coating usually outlast the low-quality products people bought

decades ago.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Clues Your Windows Are Wearing Out
Some windows fail gradually, while others send clear warning signs.
Common signs include:

* (Condensation sitting between the glass layers
* Drafts even when the window is closed

® Visible deterioration in the frame or trim

* Windows that stick, drag, or will not stay open

® Performance loss that you can feel in the room
Fog between the panes usually means the insulating seal has failed.

Windows that stick are not always doomed, but repeated binding can point to frame movement, swelling, or

installation issues.

Cracked caulk or dry, brittle weatherstripping can sometimes be repaired, but if the frame is warped or the sash

has started to fail, patching only buys limited time.



What Homeowners Can Do After Installation

The longest-lasting windows are usually the ones that are chosen carefully and maintained in a simple, consistent

way.

Low-E glass benefits for Dallas homes in climate zone 3 are real, because the coating helps reduce solar heat
entering the home while still allowing useful daylight.

South- and west-facing windows usually need the most attention, because they get the harshest sun load during
the hottest part of the day.

A few habits can extend lifespan:

® Inspect and refresh sealant before it fails

® Remove dust and debris from operation points

® Look for early water intrusion after heavy weather

® Use window coverings strategically on the hottest exposures

* Have any suspicious unit inspected before a small issue spreads
window installation

Insurance questions are worth sorting out early, because waiting can make it harder to tie the damage to a

specific storm.
That is one reason a replacement should be evaluated in context, not just by looking at the glass.

The better question is how long the window is likely to perform before it starts costing you comfort, energy, and

repairs.
For some houses, replacement is the right answer because the old windows are simply worn out.

A well-chosen replacement window should give you many years of service, but in North Texas weather, that life

depends on the product, the install, and the house it lives in.
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