Before you decide whether a sofa is coming with you, find out the width of the narrowest doorway on its route
into your next home. Measure the sofa, too—including its depth, legs, and any parts that cannot be removed. “It

will probably fit” is how a useful piece of furniture becomes a costly moving-day problem.

Selling furniture rentdeals.com before a move can reduce your moving bill, free up time, and help you avoid
squeezing oversized pieces into a smaller home. The best place to sell depends on what you own, how quickly you
need it gone, and how much work you are willing to do. Facebook Marketplace, Craigslist, and consignment stores

are common local options, but each works best for a different kind of seller and item.

Start with the measurements and a keep-store-sell-or-donate decision. Then choose a selling channel that fits

your timeline—not the other way around.

Start by Measuring the New Apartment

Get the floor plan or measure the apartment yourself before listing furniture. Measure the rooms, but also
measure the route each large item will take: building entrance, elevator, hallway turns, stairwells, and apartment
door. In a building, check elevator dimensions and booking rules with management. A piece can fit inside the living

room and still fail at the elevator or a tight hallway corner.

Measure furniture and the route in

Record the height, width, and depth of each large item. For sofas, note whether the legs, arms, or back can be
removed. Measure the narrowest doorway and hallway section on the route, along with elevator doors and
interior space. Ask building management about move-in reservations, loading areas, certificates of insurance, and
restrictions on delivery hours. These checks matter whether you are moving the furniture yourself or having it

delivered.

Compare the item's dimensions with the actual usable space, not just the room’s listed square footage. Leave
room to open doors and drawers, walk around the bed, and use the furniture comfortably. A sectional that

technically fits may dominate a compact living room and make it feel crowded.

Decide: Keep, Store, Sell, Donate, or Replace

Make a decision for each major piece before arranging a sale. Consider its dimensions, condition, replacement cost,
moving cost, and usefulness in the next home. Storing furniture can make sense for a short gap or a valuable item
you genuinely expect to use. But storage fees, transport, and handling add up; compare that total with the cost of

replacing the piece later.

Choice Best fit Ask yourself Keep The piece fits, works well, and suits the next home Will | have a clear place for it?
Store You need it later, and the storage period is likely short What will storage and handling cost in total? Sell It is
usable and has enough value to justify listing it Can | sell it before my move-out deadline? Donate It is useful but
unlikely to sell quickly or for much Can a local organization accept it in this condition? Replace It is a poor fit, worn

out, or expensive to move Can | wait until | am settled before buying?

In smaller rooms, pay attention to scale and visual weight as well as measurements. A deep, dark sofa with tall
arms can make a room feel smaller than a lighter-looking piece of similar length. Bulky case goods, oversized

recliners, and heavy dining sets can also crowd circulation paths. If you are uncertain, move in with fewer pieces


https://www.rentdeals.com/blog/downsizing-to-a-smaller-apartment-what-to-do-with-your-furniture/

and live in the space before buying replacements. You will understand the light, layout, and storage needs better

once you are there.

Best Local Places to Sell Used Furniture

Facebook Marketplace: broad local reach

Best for: everyday furniture, recognizable brands, and sellers who can respond promptly and coordinate pickup.

Facebook Marketplace is often the first place to try when you want to reach nearby buyers without shipping
furniture. Listings can include multiple photos, a description, price, and pickup area. Local neighborhood groups
may also allow sales, though group rules differ. Use a general location rather than publishing your exact address in

the listing.

Good photos and clear details make a real difference. Show the entire piece, close-ups of wear, labels or brand
marks, and any damage. Include dimensions, material, approximate age, condition, and whether the buyer must
carry it down stairs. State whether the price is firm or negotiable and give a realistic pickup window. For large

items, specify whether the buyer needs a truck and another person to lift.
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Expect questions, negotiation, and occasional no-shows. Confirm pickup arrangements before sharing your
address, and do not mark an item sold until payment and collection are complete. Keep messages on the platform
when possible, be cautious of unusual payment links or overpayment schemes, and do not share verification

codes. For an in-home pickup, have another person present and keep the path to the item clear.

Craigslist: straightforward local classifieds

Best for: practical, lower-cost furniture, sellers who want a simple classified listing, and buyers who regularly

search local listings.

Craigslist remains an option for local furniture sales, especially for items where convenience matters more than
maximizing the price. Write a direct title that includes the item type, size, and brand if relevant. Put measurements

and pickup details near the top of the description; buyers often need those facts before they will arrange a visit.



As with any classified platform, screen inquiries. Agree on a specific pickup time, clarify whether the buyer is
responsible for carrying the item, and use a safe payment method. Avoid sending a deposit to someone who
claims to be a buyer, and be wary of requests to move the conversation to unfamiliar services. If a buyer cannot

arrive before your move, do not count the sale as settled.

Consignment stores: less coordination, but more selectivity

Best for: clean, desirable, higher-quality furniture when you can accept a slower sale and a share of the proceeds

going to the store.

Consignment stores can save you from writing listings, answering repeated messages, and arranging individual
pickups. The store typically reviews items, sets or approves a price, and displays them for sale. If the piece sells, you
receive an agreed portion of the proceeds. Terms vary, so ask about commission, contract length, markdowns,

payout timing, delivery, and what happens if the item does not sell.

Not every store accepts every item. Many are selective about style, condition, age, brand, and current inventory.
Send clear photos and dimensions before transporting anything. Ask whether the store offers pickup and whether
that service has a fee. A consignment option is less helpful if you must arrange costly transport or wait beyond

your move date for a sale.

Other local options

* Neighborhood groups and community apps: Useful for reaching nearby residents who may be able to

collect an item quickly. Check posting rules and keep pickup details private until you have a plan.

¢ Used furniture or vintage shops: A possible fit for distinctive, well-made, or older pieces. Contact the shop
first; many buy selectively rather than taking general household furniture.

* Moving-sale groups or local classifieds: Helpful for several items, especially when you can bundle them or
set a single pickup day.

* Friends, coworkers, or neighbors: A direct sale can be simple, but agree on price and collection timing

clearly to avoid misunderstandings.

Choose the Right Channel for Each Item

Item or situation Good first option Why Common sofa, table, or dresser in usable condition Facebook Marketplace
or Craigslist Local buyers can inspect and collect it Quality piece with a recognizable maker or distinctive style
Consignment store The store may have buyers looking for that category Low-value item that must be gone soon
Neighborhood group, bundle sale, or donation Speed may matter more than the highest price Large item that is

difficult to move Local listing with pickup terms stated clearly Sets expectations about transport and lifting

How to Make a Furniture Listing More Successful

1. Clean the item. Wipe surfaces, vacuum upholstery, and remove personal belongings. Do not conceal stains,

loose hardware, or damage.

2. Take useful photos. Photograph the whole piece in good light, then show details, wear, labels, and any

included parts. Avoid clutter that makes the item hard to judge.

3. Include dimensions. List width, height, and depth. For a sofa, note whether legs or other parts detach and

ask the buyer to check their doorway and route before pickup.



4. Set a realistic price. Compare similar local listings, condition, age, and demand. An asking price is not a

guaranteed sale price. If timing is tight, price for a prompt pickup.

5. Set clear terms. State the pickup area, deadline, floor or stair situation, whether you can help carry, and

accepted payment methods. Be honest about “first come, first served” if that is your policy.

Do not spend heavily repairing a piece unless the repair is likely to improve its sale value. A loose handle or
missing shelf pin may be easy to fix; a full reupholstery project rarely makes sense just before a move. Take the

photos and list the piece while it is clean and accessible.

Build a Selling Timeline Around Your Move

Start listing several weeks ahead if possible. Give desirable pieces time to find the right buyer, and set a firm date
when you will lower the price, donate, or arrange another plan. Keep a backup option for every item: buyers

cancel, consignment stores may decline a piece, and donation services may have limited availability.

e Several weeks out: Measure the new apartment and route, decide what stays, and contact consignment

stores about eligible pieces.

* Two to three weeks out: Photograph and list items with the best resale potential. Schedule pickup while you
still have flexibility.
* Final week: Reduce prices on remaining items, bundle smaller pieces, and confirm donation or disposal

arrangements.

* Before move day: Verify that sold items are collected, and keep anything you still need until your last

practical day.

Confirm local donation rules before relying on a pickup. Organizations may not accept damaged, stained, or
oversized furniture, and some do not provide collection. For items that cannot be sold or donated, check your local

waste service's bulk-item rules rather than leaving furniture at the curb without approval.

Avoid the Most Common Downsizing Mistakes

¢ Listing before checking the new layout: You may sell a useful piece or keep one that cannot fit through the
route.

¢ Ignoring building access: A buyer may be willing to collect a dresser, but narrow stairs or elevator rules can
complicate pickup.

* Overpricing because of what you paid: Resale value depends on current demand, condition, and
convenience for the buyer.

¢ Keeping bulky items out of habit: Owning a piece is not a reason to move it if it will crowd the new home.

* Buying replacements too early: Move in, measure the actual room, and see how you use it before

purchasing more furniture.

The Bottom Line

The best local place to sell used furniture before a move is the one that matches the item and your deadline.
Facebook Marketplace and Craigslist can connect you with local buyers for everyday pieces; consignment stores
may suit well-kept furniture with stronger resale appeal. Neighborhood networks, used furniture shops, and

donations can fill in the gaps.



Measure the apartment, the furniture, and the route in before you decide what to keep. Then compare the likely
sale price with the cost and effort of moving or storing each piece. In a small home, a few well-scaled items usually

serve you better than a crowded room full of furniture you moved simply because you already owned it.
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