
Davie sits in western Broward County with a personality that can surprise people who only know South Florida
through the lens of beaches and nightlife. Drive a little west from Fort Lauderdale, and the landscape changes.
The traffic thins out, the roads open up, and the city starts to feel less like a polished strip of coastal development
and more like a place that grew around ranches, training grounds, neighborhoods, and a stubborn sense of
space. That mix is what gives Davie its appeal. It is not trying to be a postcard version of Florida. It has its own
rhythm, Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale built from agricultural roots, equestrian culture, higher education, and a
steadily expanding suburban core.

What makes Davie especially interesting is that it manages to hold several identities at once. It is home to Nova
Southeastern University and other academic institutions, so the city has an energetic student presence. It also
remains one of the few places in the region where horses are not just decorative, but part of the local fabric. Add
parks, museums, nature preserves, and easy access to nearby Fort Lauderdale, and you get a town that is practical
for daily life while still offering enough texture to reward a weekend of wandering.

A town shaped by land, water, and persistence
Davie’s history is rooted in drainage, development, and the long effort to make inland Broward County usable for
farming and settlement. South Florida was never simple terrain. The land had to be worked, drained, and
adapted, and the communities that emerged were built by people who understood how much labor goes into
turning wetlands and scrub into habitable neighborhoods. Davie’s early identity was tied to those efforts, and
traces of that origin still matter. The town’s name itself comes from promoter and developer R. H. Davie, who
played a role in its early growth.

That agricultural background still lingers in the layout and mood of the city. Some parts feel newer and more
suburban, but the western reaches retain open stretches, horse properties, and a wider sky than you might expect
in Broward County. That sense of room is not accidental. Davie intentionally preserved an equestrian identity
when much of South Florida was moving toward denser, more uniform development. The result is a town that
can host a rodeo arena, a university campus, a shopping corridor, and a nature preserve without any of them
feeling entirely out of place.

Local history is easier to appreciate when you pay attention to how the city presents itself. Davie does not hide its
rural past. Instead, it builds on it. That makes the town unusually legible. You can understand where it came from
by looking at what it kept.

The equestrian identity that still gives Davie its character
If you want to understand Davie quickly, start with the horses. The town is widely known for equestrian living, and
not in the ornamental sense. Horse properties, riding trails, barns, and related facilities are woven into the
western part of the city. This is one of the rare places in Broward County where you can still find a meaningful
equestrian footprint close to major urban amenities.

That matters culturally because it affects the pace of life. Streets are wider in some areas. Lots are larger. The
soundscape changes. On certain roads, you are more likely to see a trailer heading to a stable than a commuter
rushing to the interstate. It creates a different social fabric too. Equestrian communities tend to be active,
practical, and tied to routines that are not centered around office hours. If you spend enough time in Davie, you
notice that people have plans built around horse care, land maintenance, and weekend events as much as around
dining or shopping.
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This identity is not frozen in the past, either. It has adapted. New residents may come for schools, housing, or
location, then discover that the equestrian side of Davie is part of what gives the area its livability. In a region
where many places feel interchangeable after dark, Davie still has a distinct daytime personality.

Nova Southeastern University and the energy of a college town
Davie’s academic presence gives the town another layer. Nova Southeastern University, along with other
educational institutions in the area, brings students, faculty, research activity, and a steady flow of people who
make the town feel more dynamic than its suburban profile might suggest. A university campus changes a
community in practical ways. It supports coffee shops, bookstores, restaurants, and rental housing. It also brings
a rhythm to the week that is different from a purely residential suburb.

That energy shows up in the surrounding area. Businesses near the university tend to cater to convenience and
quick turnaround, but they also benefit from a younger crowd that wants places with good Wi-Fi, decent food,
and enough character to feel like a place worth returning to. The educational environment also makes Davie a
little more intellectually mixed than some neighboring suburbs. You will find families, retirees, students,
researchers, and professionals sharing the same streets, which gives the town a useful kind of social balance.

There is a real advantage to having a university in a town like Davie. It helps keep the community from becoming
too sleepy, and it broadens the kinds of people who settle there. If you are evaluating Davie as a place to visit or
live, that combination of academic activity and residential stability is one of its strongest assets.

Parks, preserves, and the practical value of open space
Davie’s outdoor spaces are among its biggest strengths. In South Florida, parks do more than offer recreation.
They provide breathing room. They give residents a place to walk at dawn before the heat settles in, take kids to
burn off energy, or spend an hour in a patch of shade that feels miles from the nearest traffic light.

One of the pleasures of Davie is that the town offers a range of outdoor experiences rather than just one type.
Some parks are built for sports and family gatherings. Others are quieter, better suited to birdwatching, walking,
or just sitting still for a while. The local landscape includes canals, wetlands, and tree-lined areas that remind you
how much of South Florida’s appeal depends on water and vegetation, not just sunshine.

Tree Tops Park is a good example of the kind of place that rewards slower travel. It is one of those parks where
the point is not simply to pass through, but to notice the change in terrain, the layers of greenery, and the sense
that you are in a managed natural space rather than a purely manicured one. People often underestimate how
important parks like this are in a hot, densely developed county. They function as pressure valves. They are where
the community absorbs some of the stress of living in a fast-growing region.

For families, these spaces matter because they are usable. For anyone new to the area, they offer a clearer read
on Davie than a strip mall ever could. The town’s parks show how local leaders and residents have tried to
preserve places that feel spacious, accessible, and grounded.

Must-see landmarks that reveal the city’s personality
Davie does not rely on one iconic landmark to define itself. Its landmarks work more like a set of clues. You
understand the city by visiting several places and noticing how different they are from one another.

The Bergeron Rodeo Grounds is among the most telling. It reinforces the town’s equestrian identity and adds a
distinctly local flavor that separates Davie from the rest of Broward County. Rodeo events, horse shows, and



community gatherings create a social tradition that feels more rooted than performative. Even if you are not part
of that world, the site says a lot about the kind of place Davie wants to be.

The Davie Ranches area also deserves attention because it reflects the city’s long-standing connection to rural-
style living. Driving through parts of western Davie, you see how the town has kept its larger lots, equestrian
properties, and open feel in a way that is increasingly rare in South Florida. It is not wilderness, and it is not rural
in the old Florida sense, but it is distinct enough to change the entire mood of a neighborhood.

The Old Davie School Historical Museum gives the city its historical backbone. Museums like this matter because
they preserve memory in a place where rapid development can make the past feel invisible. A historic
schoolhouse tells you what a community valued, how it educated its children, and what scale of life once defined
the area. It is a different kind of landmark than a stadium or shopping center, but often a more revealing one.

Then there are the public spaces tied to community life, like town centers, parks, and event venues. These places
may not grab headlines, but they are where local identity gets reinforced. If you are trying to understand Davie
instead of just passing through it, those are the spaces worth lingering in.

Daily life here is more mixed than visitors expect
People sometimes imagine Davie as either a rural outpost or a suburb. Both ideas are partly true, but neither tells
the whole story. The city’s daily life is mixed in a way that is useful to residents and interesting to visitors. You can
buy feed for a horse, run errands in a modern retail corridor, attend a lecture, and have dinner without leaving
town. That convenience gives Davie a kind of low-friction livability that is easy to miss if you only drive through
on the way to somewhere else.

The housing stock reflects this mix. You will find neighborhoods with older Florida character, newer
developments, townhomes, and more spacious western properties. That variety matters. It gives people different
entry points into the community, whether they want access to schools, room for horses, or a central location with
reasonable proximity to Fort Lauderdale and the rest of Broward County.

Traffic can still be an issue, especially around busier corridors and during commuter hours. This is South Florida,
after all. But Davie generally benefits from having enough room to avoid the most concentrated congestion. For
many residents, that trade-off is worth it. They give up a little urban density in exchange for a more manageable
pace and, in some parts of town, actual elbow room.

Food, shopping, and the small pleasures that make a place livable
Davie is not a destination for high-concept dining in the way Miami or Fort Lauderdale can be, and that is not
really its role. What it does offer is useful, everyday variety. Restaurants here tend to serve the needs of students,
families, workers, and people who want consistency more than spectacle. That means dependable neighborhood
spots, casual places to meet up, and enough choice to avoid monotony.

Shopping follows the same pattern. You can find practical retail centers, service businesses, and the sorts of
stores that support daily life without turning every errand into an event. This may not sound glamorous, but it is
part of the town’s appeal. A place that handles ordinary life well often ends up being more livable than one that
relies on a single signature attraction.

For visitors, the smart move is to treat Davie as a place to explore in pieces. Spend a morning in a park, have
lunch near the university, then drive west and notice how quickly the landscape changes. The town reveals itself
in transitions rather than big reveals.



Why Davie feels different from neighboring cities
South Florida towns often blur together after a while, but Davie resists that tendency. One reason is its
commitment to preserving some of its open, equestrian character. Another is the presence of a university, which
keeps the community active in a different way. A third is that Davie sits at a useful crossroads. It is close enough
to Fort Lauderdale for easy access to bigger-city amenities, yet far enough inland to feel less compressed.

That position gives the city a practical advantage. Residents can choose how much urban energy they want in
their daily lives. They can enjoy a quieter residential setting without feeling isolated from the rest of Broward
County. For many people, that is exactly the right balance. They want access, not constant intensity.

It also helps that Davie has retained a sense of narrative. Some places are too newly built to have much memory.
Others have historical charm but little functional relevance. Davie sits somewhere in between. It is old enough to
have a story, and active enough to keep changing.

Visiting with purpose, not just passing through
If you plan to spend time in Davie, the best approach is simple: move deliberately. The town is more satisfying
when you stop treating it like a stretch between destinations. Pick a park, a historic site, or an equestrian
landmark and give it time. If you are here on a warm day, start early, because South Florida heat has a way of
flattening enthusiasm by midday. Morning is the best hour for walking, especially in outdoor spaces where shade
matters.

Visitors often underestimate how much the town’s character depends on contrast. A quiet road can sit just
minutes from a busy corridor. A historic building can stand near modern development. A horse property can be
close to a university campus. Those juxtapositions are not flaws. They are the city’s signature.

If you are interested in local history, plan around the museum and other heritage sites. If you are drawn to green
space, focus on the parks and preserves. If you want to understand the town as a living community, spend time
near the university and in the western areas where the equestrian culture remains visible. Davie rewards that kind
of layered attention.

Contact Us
If you are looking for a trusted local service option in the Fort Lauderdale area, here is the contact information for
Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale.

Contact Us

Dr. Steemer - Fort Lauderdale

Address: 4212 SW 50th St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314, United States

Phone: (954) 466-1700

Website: https://drsteemer.com/fort-lauderdale-fl/

Davie, FL is the kind of place that does not need to announce itself loudly to be memorable. Its history gives it
depth, its equestrian culture gives it texture, and its parks, landmarks, and academic presence give it enough
variety to stay interesting over time. For anyone trying to understand western Broward County beyond the usual
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coastal snapshots, Davie offers something better than a quick impression. It offers a place with a recognizable
shape, a working identity, and enough room to keep becoming itself.


