
Double glazed windows are meant to be quiet, warm, and clear. When they turn cloudy or misted between the
panes, the benefits shrink and frustration grows. I have been on both sides of this problem, first as a homeowner
staring at a milky patio door that spoiled the view of the garden, and later as a tradesperson asked to diagnose
and fix dozens of failed units a month. The good news is you have options. Some are quick, some are more
thorough, and each carries a different cost, lifespan, and disruption Cat Flap Installation cstdgrepairs.com level.

What follows is practical guidance you can use to decide whether to repair, replace, or do nothing for now. I will
cover how to spot a genuine blown unit, what causes the failure, how long repairs last in the real world, and when
it makes financial sense to upgrade the glass or the entire frame. I will also explain why some “drill and vent”
techniques work only in specific circumstances and why quotes for Double Glazing Repairs vary so wildly.

What “blown” actually means
A modern double glazed unit, often called an insulated glass unit (IGU), is two panes of glass sealed around the
edges, creating a pocket of dry air or inert gas like argon. The edge seal keeps moisture out and gas in. A unit is
“blown” when that seal fails. Moisture seeps into the cavity and condenses on the inner faces of the glass, usually
on cold days or early mornings. That fogging can come and go with weather, but if you see droplets, tracks, or a
white haze inside the cavity, the seal has lost integrity.

It is worth saying what a blown unit is not. Condensation on the room-facing surface of the inner pane is about
indoor humidity, not a failed seal. Condensation on the outside pane, especially on clear autumn mornings, is a
sign of good thermal performance, not failure. True misting is trapped between the panes where you cannot wipe
it away.

Why double glazing blows in the first place
Seal failure almost always comes down to a combination of age, UV exposure, and movement. I have replaced
seals on ten-year-old units that lived in harsh sun and survived only a decade, and I have seen 20-year-old
windows on a north-facing wall still perfectly clear. Frames matter too. Timber can swell and shrink seasonally,
uPVC can creep under heat, and aluminum expands and contracts more than people expect. That micro-
movement works the edge seal every day.

The spacer bar and desiccant inside the unit also have a shelf life. Once the desiccant saturates, any new moisture
that enters will show up quickly as mist. If a unit was made cheaply or stored poorly before installation, its
desiccant can already be compromised.

On the install side, poorly packed or unsupported units can twist within the sash. I have pulled out failed panes
and found no packers at the hinge side of a casement, so the sash bowed slightly and the glass absorbed the
strain. Water management in the frame matters as well. Clogged drainage slots in uPVC or failed glazing gaskets
can hold standing water against the edge seal, hastening failure.

Can you Fix Blown Double Glazing?
The short answer is yes, you can fix it, but “fix” covers a spectrum from cosmetic to comprehensive. Your options
fall into three broad categories: clean and vent, reseal or refurbish the existing unit, or replace the glazed unit
entirely. Full frame replacement is rare unless the frames themselves are beyond saving.

The drill and vent method, warts and all
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You may have seen Misted Double Glazing Repairs advertised that promise to clear the fog without replacing the
glass. The process involves drilling one or two small holes through the outer pane, venting the cavity, sometimes
washing it with alcohol or a proprietary solution, and then installing micro-vents or plugs. Over days or weeks, the
moisture evaporates and the glass looks clearer.

When does it work? In my experience, it is most successful on older units where the owner wants better visibility
for a few more years without much cost. It is also a pragmatic option for hard-to-source sizes where a one-off
replacement unit is pricey or delayed. I have installed vents on coastal rentals where salt mist kept reappearing,
and the client preferred an occasional wipe of a micro-vent over another full replacement.

The limitations are real. The thermal performance does not recover, because the argon gas and the sealed
environment are gone. The unit can fog again during cold snaps. You will also be left with small visible plugs,
especially noticeable on clear glass at eye level. Some manufacturers consider drilling a modification that voids any
residual warranty on adjacent frames, though on older installs this is rarely relevant.

Edge reseal and refurbish

A second approach is to remove the glazed unit from the sash, peel back or replace the perimeter gasket, and
attempt to re-bond or reseal the edge. This is not common in domestic work because the seal is part of a factory
process with hot-melt butyl and secondary sealants. Field reseals can help if the visible failure relates to a perished
gasket rather than the IGU’s inner seal. I use this approach when the misting coincides with obvious water ingress
at corners and the unit still sounds and feels solid. If the cavity desiccant is saturated, though, resealing will not dry
it.

Full IGU replacement

Replacing the double glazed unit is the most robust solution. A new factory-sealed IGU restores thermal
performance, sound reduction, and clarity. For standard sizes, replacement glass often arrives within 5 to 10
working days. Cost varies with size, glass type, and access. A small fixed light can fall under £100 to £150 for
supply and fit in many UK towns, while a large toughened patio slider panel can run several hundred pounds. In
North America, expect roughly $12 to $20 per square foot for the IGU itself, plus labor, with tempered or
laminated glass on the higher end.

On well-made frames, swapping the unit is quick. A competent fitter will deglaze with care, check packers, clear
drain holes, seat the new unit square, and refit beads or gaskets. I budget 30 to 90 minutes per opening, more if
sashes are painted shut or beads are brittle.

Diagnosing the real problem before spending money
Foggy glass gets all the attention, but I always check three things before quoting:

Is the mist between the panes or on the inside surface of the room? If it wipes off from the room side, address
ventilation and humidity first. Kitchens, bathrooms, and rooms with fish tanks or unvented dryers often show
surface condensation that looks like failure.

Are the gaskets, drain holes, and packers correct? If water is pooling in the frame, a “new” blown unit may fail
again within a year. I carry a set of packers and replace flattened ones while I am there.

What is the exposure? South-facing units in full sun fail sooner. A north-facing lounge might get by with a
vented fix. A sun-blasted bay window near a busy road might deserve a full replacement with upgraded spec.



Clients appreciate this triage. It prevents spending on a new unit when a draughty gasket is the real culprit, and it
flags conditions that shorten a repair’s lifespan.

Energy efficiency and comfort: what changes and what does not
People often ask whether a misted unit is costing them a fortune. It does degrade the window’s U-value. You lose
the argon gas and the low moisture environment, and the glass conducts more heat. The comfort difference
shows up most on cold evenings as a chill near the window and on hot summer days as more heat radiating in.

How much money is at stake? For a typical semi-detached house with half a dozen blown panes, the heating bill
difference is noticeable but not dramatic, often in the low single-digit percentage range. The comfort gain is what
most owners notice after replacement. The room feels steadier, quieter, and less drafty, even with no change to
the frame itself.

If you are replacing units, it can be worth stepping up the spec: low-E coatings, argon fill, and warm-edge spacers
are standard now and offer real gains. In noisy streets, laminated acoustic glass knocks down traffic noise better
than ordinary toughened or float glass. If you have a south-facing elevation, a subtle solar-control coating can
limit glare and overheating without turning the glass mirror-like.

Cost ranges and what drives them
Prices vary by country and supplier, but a few levers are consistent:

Size and shape. Bigger panes cost more, and anything non-rectangular carries a premium.

Glass type. Toughened (tempered), laminated, acoustic, or solar-control coatings increase cost.

Access and risk. Upper floors, fragile sashes, or beads painted in add labor time.

Quantity. Ordering multiple units together often reduces the per-unit price, because manufacturing and site
time scale well.

Lead times. If you need tempered or laminated glass to meet building code near doors or floors, expect a
longer lead time and a higher price. Toughened glass often takes a week longer than annealed.

For a practical snapshot: a 600 mm by 900 mm casement pane in uPVC with standard low-E, argon, and warm-
edge spacer might be £110 to £180 fitted in many UK areas, assuming easy access. In the US, a similar size can be
$180 to $300, depending on region and spec. Drill-and-vent services often quote £50 to £90 per pane and can
do several windows in a morning.

When a repair makes sense over replacement
I keep a short mental checklist for homeowners asking about Misted Double Glazing Repairs that do not involve
full replacement:

The property is due for a bigger renovation or sale within two years, so longevity beyond that window is not a
priority.

The pane is small, away from direct sun, and the misting is light and intermittent.

The glass has sentimental or architectural value you want to keep, and the frame complicates deglazing.

The budget is tight and clarity is the primary goal, not thermal performance.

When clarity is the main ask, drilling and venting can buy time. I aim the expectation at one to three years of
acceptable appearance, though I have seen vented panes stay presentable for five years in shaded aspects. I make



it clear that it will not perform like a factory-sealed IGU.

When to replace the IGU without hesitation
Certain cases tip decisively toward a new unit:

Safety glass is required by code, and the existing unit is not marked as such. Near doors, low to the floor, or in
bathrooms, do not compromise.

The misting is heavy, with mineral streaking and etched glass that no cleaning will reverse.

The frame is otherwise sound, and the opening is a standard size. Replacement is straightforward and the
result is like new.

The window faces strong sun or wind exposure that will defeat a vented fix quickly.

You want the thermal and acoustic benefits restored. Energy and comfort matter more than short-term
savings.

As a rule, if two or more panes are blown in the same elevation and the frames are structurally good, replacing all
failed units at once is more efficient. You save on travel and setup, and you get consistent glass tints and coatings
across the façade.

How the work is done, step by step
A good Double Glazing Repairs visit is tidy and predictable. Here is what typically happens when replacing a unit:

Survey and measure. The fitter checks both visible sight sizes and edge clearances, records spacer thickness,
glass type, and any special coatings. He notes safety glass positions. I always check for trickle vents, hinge
type, and how the beads are retained.

Ordering. The glass shop fabricates the IGU with the correct spacer width, low-E coating position, gas fill, and
safety treatment if needed. Labels on the edge will usually show the date, thicknesses, and manufacturer.

Deglazing. On uPVC, beads are pried carefully, starting with the longest. On aluminum and timber, gaskets or
beading pins are relieved to free the unit. A suction cup helps, but for small panes I often use gloves and a
second pair of hands.

Preparation. Drainage slots are cleared, old glazing blocks are replaced, and hinges or stays are checked. This is
where a big chunk of long-term reliability lives.

Seating the new unit. Packers go under the glass to align and support it, especially on opening sashes.
Without correct packers the sash twists and seals fail early. Beads or gaskets go back, and the sash is tested
for closure and even compression.

Final checks. Sight lines are even, the window latches smoothly, and there is no rattle under light tap. I wipe
the glass and leave any warranty documents or labels with the owner.

For a drill-and-vent service, the steps are shorter. The technician masks the area, drills two small holes at the
bottom edge of the outer pane, applies cleaning solution if specified, vacuums out moisture, and installs clear
plugs or one-way vents. The window is left with tiny visible caps.

Managing moisture and indoor habits
I would be doing you a disservice if I did not mention indoor humidity. Many “failed” complaints turn out to be
normal indoor condensation on cold mornings, especially after window upgrades that reduce draughts. Keep
bathroom extractors running for 10 to 15 minutes after showers. Use lids on boiling pots. If you dry clothes



indoors, run a dehumidifier. Monitor relative humidity with a simple meter and try to keep it between 40 and 55
percent in winter. Lower than 35 can feel dry and cause shrinkage; higher than 60 invites condensation and mold.

If you have trickle vents in the frames, use them. They provide background ventilation without opening the sash,
and in modern airtight homes they make a noticeable difference. On older uPVC, clean the trickle vent pathways; I
have found them blocked by paint or debris many times.

Upgrades worth considering during replacement
You are paying for new glass anyway, so it is worth a quick conversation about specification. A few upgrades
deliver outsized benefits:

Low-E coatings and warm-edge spacers are now standard, but confirm the coating is on the correct surface.
For a double glazed unit, the low-E is usually on surface 3, counting from outside in. It matters for
performance.

Argon gas fill improves thermal performance for a modest cost. Krypton outperforms argon in narrow cavities,
but the price jump rarely makes sense in domestic retrofits.

Laminated glass improves security and sound reduction. A 6.4 mm laminated inner pane paired with 4 mm
outer glass often quiets traffic and bass better than simply thickening both panes equally.

Solar control coatings reduce summer gains on south and west elevations. Pick a neutral tint to avoid a
mirrored look. Even a small reduction in g-value can help rooms with large glazing areas.

Spacer color and aesthetics. Black warm-edge spacers look crisper in many frames and reduce the “silver line”
effect at the edge compared to old aluminum spacers.

Avoiding common pitfalls
I have seen the same mistakes enough times to flag them:

Mismatched glass tints. Replace multiple units on the same elevation with the same coating to avoid odd
reflections and patchwork appearance.

Skipping packers. A unit that is not properly packed will sit on the frame and stress the seal. Expect earlier
failure and draughts around the opener.



Ignoring drainage. Water should not stand at the bottom of the glazing pocket. Clear weep holes during any
Double Glazing Repairs visit.

Forcing beads. Cold weather makes uPVC beads brittle. Warm them gently before refitting. On timber frames,
avoid levering against painted edges that can split.

Wrong safety spec. Anywhere within roughly 800 mm of the floor, within a certain distance of doors, or in
bathrooms, you typically need safety glass. Codes vary, but an experienced fitter knows the zones. Ask to see
the safety mark etched into the glass.

How long should a new unit last?
With modern warm-edge spacers and good sealants, a new IGU installed correctly should deliver 10 to 20 years of
clear service, often longer on shaded sides of the house. Coastal environments shorten that span, as do frames
that flex a lot. If you are replacing units in a home from the late 1990s or early 2000s, expect the new batch to
outlive the originals by a healthy margin, provided the install is careful.
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Drill-and-vent fixes are the outlier. I set expectations at one to three years of good clarity in average conditions,
shorter in strong sun or high humidity, longer in cool, shaded aspects. Their value lies in a quick visual
improvement at low cost, not long-term performance.

Working with a contractor without headaches
The best tradespeople care about small details because those details prevent call-backs. When you gather quotes,
ask for the glass spec in writing, including thicknesses, coatings, gas fill, and spacer type. If a company simply says
“double glazed unit,” press for detail. You are not micromanaging; you are ensuring like-for-like comparisons.

Ask how they will pack the unit, whether they check drainage, and what their warranty covers. Many offer a 5-year
warranty on the IGU and a shorter period on workmanship. Keep the manufacturer labels or paperwork that arrive
with the panes. If a pane fails within warranty, that label helps the fabricator find the exact batch and dimensions.

Schedule around the weather if possible. Silicone and sealants cure better above 5 to 10 degrees Celsius, and wind
complicates handling large panes on ladders. A competent fitter will work safely in most conditions, but a calm dry
day yields the best finish.

A quick decision guide
If you are staring at a foggy window today, here is a concise way to think it through:

If the mist is between the panes and the frame is solid, replacement of the IGU restores performance and is a
tidy job with long life.

If budget is tight and you mainly want a clearer view for a year or two, a drill-and-vent Misted Double Glazing
Repairs service can be worth it, especially for shaded windows.



If condensation wipes off from the room side, look at ventilation and humidity first. No glass work will fix
indoor air issues.

If several panes on a sunny elevation are failing, consider upgrading to low-E, argon, and warm-edge spacers
in one go for better comfort and a consistent look.

If the sash is warped, gaskets are perished, or the frame leaks, sort those defects alongside the glass or expect
a repeat failure.

Real-world examples that help calibrate expectations
A terraced house I worked on in Leeds had four misted casement panes on the south elevation. The frames were
solid uPVC from the mid-2000s, drainage holes were clear, and the gaskets looked decent. The owner hoped to
move within 18 months. We agreed on drill-and-vent for the two bedroom windows and full IGU replacement for
the lounge, where comfort and resale impression mattered most. Cost stayed under £500, the bedrooms cleared
up within a week, and the lounge felt warmer immediately. A year later, only one of the vented panes showed faint
fog on a frosty morning.

In contrast, a 1970s timber bay in Nottingham had visibly perished gaskets and standing water in the glazing
pocket. The owner originally asked for venting, but I showed the moisture trapped behind the beads. We replaced
the IGUs, renewed the gaskets, repacked properly, and added discreet trickle vents. That bay has stayed clear for
five winters, and the musty smell in that room disappeared within days.

At a coastal rental in Devon, salt spray and strong sun punished the west-facing patio doors. We tried drill-and-
vent on one leaf as an experiment. It looked good for six months, then fog returned after a hot spell. The owner
opted for laminated low-E replacements with warm-edge spacers. The doors now shrug off the sun better and the
sound of the surf is pleasantly muted rather than roaring indoors.

Final thought: pick the right fix for your window, not the generic one
There is no single right answer for all cloudy windows. Double Glazing Repairs cover a continuum from quick
cosmetic to full restoration. If you want the comfort and efficiency back, replacing the IGU is the sure path. If you
need an affordable stopgap, venting has its place. Either way, do a little diagnosis first. Check where the
condensation sits, make sure the frame drains, and match the repair to the exposure and your plans for the
property.

A clear, warm, quiet room is the target. With a measured approach, you can get there without overspending or
overcomplicating the job, and you will know exactly why you chose that path when the next window starts to
cloud a few winters from now.


