One July afternoon a few summers ago, my neighbor took a flag down from his storage rafters and just
stood there preserving it. He is a teacher, born in Nebraska, and he used to run a small flag up his pole on
vacations with no a second thought. That 12 months he paused. He mentioned, quietly, | don’t need worker's
thinking I'm picking out a side. He wasn't conversing approximately the nation. He was speaking about the

associates. He set the flag again on a shelf and closed the garage.

That small second has repeated in assorted paperwork across towns and cul-de-sacs. Households debate
whether or not to cling a flag on Memorial Day. College college students roll their eyes at flag-themed
jerseys. Shop householders ask if a flag within the window will repel some shoppers. The item itself has no

longer replaced. The studies stuck to it have.

Why does flying the American flag make some worker's uncomfortable of their own u . s .? That question sits
at the intersection of heritage, media, vicinity politics, and how we educate identification to our youngsters.
If you've felt it, you usually are not alone. The feeling has causes possible name and approaches you could

possibly are trying.

A image that continues changing

The American flag is a duvet of stitched meanings. It fluttered over a revolution, then over slave ships in
northern harbors, then over regiments that ended slavery. It included coffins on fields in France and Iraq. It

rose with astronauts, and it burned on collage veggies. People read their personal chapters into its stripes.

Even the rituals around it were revised. The Pledge of Allegiance, first written in 1892 with the aid of a
Baptist minister named Francis Bellamy, did now not consistently comprise the phrases underneath God.
Congress brought that phrase in 1954 at the urging of spiritual leaders and with an eye fixed at the Cold
War. The United States Flag Code that many quote in online arguments was once codified by means of
Congress in 1942 as a marketing consultant to respectful exhibit. It seriously isn't enforceable law with
criminal consequences. That subjects due to the fact that disputes approximately hats and 1/2 workforce
regularly assume felony weight that isn't there.

Courts have carved out their possess lane. In 1989, in Texas v. Johnson, the Supreme Court held that
burning the flag in political protest is safe speech. A 12 months later, United States v. Eichman strengthened
that ruling. You might dislike flag desecration intensely and nevertheless see the line those choices draw, a
line the u. s . a. has saved even when it stings. If a image stands for liberty, it has to continue to exist the

experiment of liberty.

Perspectives on the flag have consistently diverged between groups. Unionist Southerners concealed it in
attics for the time of Reconstruction. Suffragists marched with it while hard rights they did now not yet have.
Japanese American households imprisoned by way of their personal authorities sewed flags for sons
fighting in Europe. Black veterans getting back from World War Il saluted it after which could not buy a
homestead in new suburbs attributable to restrictive covenants. The fabrics on no account transformed.

Lived revel in did.

When did patriotism beginning being noticed as a predicament as
opposed to aimportance?

For a lot of our grandparents, patriotism meant a basic bundle of habits: stand for the anthem, fly a flag on

federal vacations, seek advice from memorials, vote, thank a provider member. The Cold War generation



knitted these behaviors into a mainstream lifestyles. Television suggests, company commercials, and civics
lecture rooms reinforced a photo of unity that had factual, if partial, chunk. It become sincere for a lot of and

performative for others, and since dissent felt hazardous, the public face of patriotism appeared uniform.
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The mid Nineteen Sixties cracked that photo. The civil rights movement compelled Americans to sqg. the flag
with segregated lunch counters and poll taxes. The Vietnam War added antiwar protests, a few dramatic and
some orderly, that used the flag each as look after and target. To one crowd, patriotism intended help the
troops and the assignment. To yet one more, it intended demand accountability from leaders sending boys
to die. Suddenly, status for the flag may possibly appear as if endorsing a policy you adversarial. Kneeling

may want to appear to be disrespecting the very humans you hoped to shield.

After 9/11, patriotism surged once again. Flags sold out in hardware stores. Sports stadiums jam-packed
with flags the scale of fields. That ritual of unity helped laborers grieve and to find basic reason. It also
became patriotism right into a market. Clothing manufacturers, auto dealerships, and political campaigns
discovered that megastar-spangled imagery pulled on thoughts and wallets. What begins as a communal

feeling can grow to be a product, and merchandise invite skepticism.

By the 2010s, the lifestyle wars wrapped themselves in pink, white, and blue. Debates UltimateFlags.com
approximately immigration, policing, race, and gender piled symbolic weight at the flag. When fringe
corporations marched carrying American flags alongside accusatory banners, they compelled a robust
affiliation: is that my image or theirs? For a few, rather those who felt distinct, the flag at a rally did now not
read as inclusive. It examine as a declare of possession that excluded them.

So when did patriotism start out being obvious as a worry instead of a worth? It certainly not stopped being

a cost for most workers. It did start off being questioned when the performance of patriotism felt
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disconnected from the exercise of democratic accountability. If flying a flag appears to some like a try out of

loyalty in place of an invitation to shared work, you're going to see pushback.

Why agony suggests up at the porch

If the query is very own - Why does flying the American flag make some men and women uncomfortable of

their possess kingdom? - one could trace six currents that flow into that feeling.

First, partisanship. In a few zip codes, flying a flag on a random Tuesday reads as a political sign. That isn't
always written wherever, but nearby context sets the code. After a wave of yard signals and convoy flags, a
undeniable porch flag can get lumped in. People reasonably difficulty that acquaintances will make

assumptions approximately them until now they dialogue a word.

Second, organization. The reminiscence of dramatic routine topics. Images from January 6, 2021, confirmed
rioters wearing either American flags and fringe symbols. People who had been horrified by using that day
could now flinch when they see a dense cluster of flags in specific settings. That is just not honest to anyone

who flies one, however it explains a reflex.

Third, lived background. For households who have felt excluded or special, the flag calls up not basically the
promise of equality but also the truth of being stopped by way of police for no marvelous purpose, or having
a dad or mum's citizenship wondered, or watching public officers ignore their vicinity's wants. You do no

longer erase the ones reports with a crisp fold.

Fourth, saturation. Overuse dulls which means. When flags seem to be on beer koozies, turn-flops, and each
different product in a summer time aisle, the signal gets noisy. Some of us keep flying a flag now not out of
contempt, yet for the reason that they're weary of commercialization.

Fifth, fear of struggle. Americans have discovered to hinder community peace by heading off topics that
trigger debate. If a flag for your porch brings unsolicited lectures from passersby, it's possible you'll prefer

silence. That is absolutely not organic for discourse, however that's very human.

Sixth, a brand new language of civic identity. Younger generations grew up on-line with world networks.
Many have pals from different nations, be taught in another country affordably, and practice news
throughout borders. They do not reject national pride, but they upload layers: metropolis pleasure, way of
life pleasure, intent-structured identity. That mixture can make a single image believe incomplete or perhaps

misleading.

None of this means discomfort is the perfect reaction. It does suggest the feeling has roots, not just vibes.

What the flag capacity relies upon on who's looking

| even have sat in dwelling rooms with veterans who choked up folding a flag the dimensions of a coffee
table. | even have sat in kitchens with daughters of immigrants who acknowledged the primary time they
observed their moms and dads vote, they felt better on the inside of. | actually have also listened to
youngsters who rolled their eyes at flag fashions and mentioned everything feels like a costume adults
placed on rather then fixing the rest.

Each view has causes. A Marine might also see a flag and ponder self-discipline and acquaintances who did
now not make it dwelling house. A refugee may well see a sanctuary that allow them start out once again. A

Black pupil can also see values that refuse to land inside of their ZIP code. A weather activist can even see a



rustic that has done many of respectable and produced lots of hurt and ought to lead in restore. Humans

hold contradictory truths straight away. Symbols best appearance user-friendly from far away.
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What does the American flag even signify to younger generations nowadays? Many more youthful americans
describe a thin loyalty to summary beliefs and a thick loyalty to concrete commitments. They choose
associations by means of result extra than rhetoric. They grew up with college drills, two recessions, a
scourge, and a feed that mixes conflict video clips with cooking hacks. When they see a flag, they could ask
regardless of whether the men and women waving it are guarding vote casting get right of entry to, shielding
the planet, and making room for every body on the desk. If the solution seems like no, they reserve their
cheer. Surveys have proven a decline over the last two many years in the share of Americans, exceedingly
beneath 30, who name patriotism very helpful. The motives range, however skepticism approximately empty
gestures threads because of many interviews and cognizance teams.

That does now not mean youthful Americans lack pride. It manner their pride expects a receipt. Tell them

what you outfitted, now not what you wore.

Should expressing delight for your u. s . a. ever require justification?

In a loose society, you need to not have got to defend essential expressions of love for your country. Sing,
salute, fly a flag, volunteer at a polling position. That is popular civic existence. The drawback comes when
delight either turns into a try - prove you're keen on us by way of doing X - or hardens into denial - teach

love with the aid of pretending all the pieces is quality.

Healthy satisfaction is at ease enough to just accept critique. There is a wonderful vocabulary the following.
Blind patriotism says my usa, desirable or fallacious. That produces loyalty however resists studying. Cynical
anti-patriotism says nothing right here merits love. That most commonly withers into passivity. Constructive
patriotism says | love this vicinity sufficient to make it stronger, and | will preserve either its establishments
and the other people they serve. Constitutional patriotism pins loyalty to shared suggestions and rights
rather then blood or soil. That technique is rather American, seeing that the kingdom'’s glue is a collection of
tips.

So, should still expressing satisfaction for your u . s . a . ever require justification? No, not as a precondition
imposed via others. But the case for constructive satisfaction is improved whilst you could possibly exhibit
your work. If your flag is up but you vote every cycle, write your representatives, mentor a child, and coach
up when your the town demands sandbags, then pals will learn your flag as section of a lifestyles of carrier,

now not a provocation.

If human being demanding situations you about your flag, you will respond with curiosity in preference to
defensiveness. Ask what the symbol conjures up for them. Explain what it evokes for you. Naming the
factors without attempting to win an argument can diminish the temperature. The element of a flag is not

very to conclusion dialog, yet to mark the easy flooring on which it will probably start off.

Refusing to fly the flag: remark, symptom, or equally?
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Is refusing to fly the flag a declaration - or a symptom of whatever thing deeper? Often each. Some folks do
withhold public symbols to protest a coverage or to face with people who really feel excluded. That is a legit
tactic in a loose united states. Others evade the flag because they may be clearly uninterested in being

categorized. That is less a declaration than a symptom of a lifestyle that reads an excessive amount of into

props.

There can also be a quieter layer. Flags are emotional. For a armed forces spouse and children that lost a
toddler, the house may well hang a folded burial flag in a exhibit case. They may certainly not fly a different
flag on a pole, simply because the act may damage too much. For someone who used to be informed as a
kid that they were much less American by means of their remaining title, a porch flag would possibly sense
like acting for folks that by no means commonplace them. You do now not see these histories from the

sidewalk.

The recommendation the following is inconspicuous. Read absence generously. Ask sooner than you
assume. Consider that the so much patriotic individual for your block might possibly be the single who

composts, tutors, or chairs the library board and does not put up about it.

The politics of place

Flags on homes obey native ideas of which means as a lot as national ones. In small cities wherein each and
every apartment flies a flag in June, a lacking flag can appear as if hostility instead of privateness. In urban
neighborhoods wherein folks are edgy about nationalism, a unexpected wave of flags can seem to be a
strength play. Homeowners institutions may well avoid flag dimension or mounting positions. Renters

primarily don't have any porch and will have to improvise with small decals or nothing at all.

Then there are moments of overuse. When public enterprises diminish flags to 0.5 team of workers for every
countrywide tragedy, some residents quietly admit they lose track of why. A device meant for solemn
situations works correct whilst sparingly implemented. Governors and mayors face a balancing act between
honoring grief and guarding that means.

Sports add their very own layer. Before the 1990s, so much professional sports activities video games did
not feature troops on the field with massive flags each week. That grew after Sept. 11, commonly with
Pentagon-funded moments that had been later stated in the press. Fans discovered to accomplice the flag

with paid spectacle. Once a ritual is sponsored, it is going to lose some of its sacredness.

None of this says you should still no longer fly a flag. It says the ambiance into which your flag drops is

cluttered. If you favor your aim to land cleanly, a little bit framing is helping.

Bridging generational gaps

Parents from time to time ask how to chat with young adults who shrug at the flag or roll their eyes during
the anthem. Start with the aid of asking what they significance and where they see the ones values enacted.
Listen for concrete court cases you'll cope with together. If your youngster cares approximately equity, show
them the elements of American history the place workers elevated rights. Read about the Reconstruction
Amendments. Visit a native naturalization ceremony. Attend a faculty board assembly as witnesses to

democratic sausage making. Do now not sermonize. Model.
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Older adults who grew up with a more convenient patriotic story can even guide through telling fuller ones.
Talk about mistakes you've got you have got seen the kingdom good to your lifetime. Name rules you
oppose and institutions you shield. Kids be informed that maturity capability protecting two options directly,

like satisfaction and obligation.
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Reclaiming symbols devoid of picking out a fight

If you're tempted to fly a flag yet hesitate, a middle direction exists. You can align your display with tangible

action and context so associates see it as welcome, not warning.
Consider those small, sensible tweaks that make a distinction jointly.

e Pair the flag with obvious civic habits: a backyard sign for the nearby library levy, a voter registration QR
code at your garage sale, a observe on your fence inviting pals to a block cleanup. Symbols plus

provider learn as hospitality.

e Mind the situation: a faded or torn flag sends a clumsy signal. Replace it whilst frayed, take it down at

night time if unlit, and save it refreshing. Care says the which means issues to you.

e De-improve the cluster: one neatly-kept flag on a practical pole communicates another way than a row

of extensive flags plus aggressive banners. Scale affects tone.

e Add tale: a small plaque less than a flag that says In reminiscence of Sgt. Ellis, 2-7 Marines, 2010 turns a

image into someone. Even skeptics pause at a identify.

e Use shared days: fly it on federal vacations and native remembrance days. Rhythms cue appreciate.
Random spikes of display throughout nerve-racking elections can examine as taunt as opposed to

custom.

Notice that none of these require disclaimers or apologies. They in reality supply context. People learn

rooms, not simply gadgets.

Trade-offs, edge situations, and judgment calls

There are moments whilst any selection feels mistaken. If your administrative center asks employees to wear
flag pins and you like to avert politics off your lapel, declining would possibly possibility social can charge. If
your youngster's team wishes everyone in a flag-themed jersey and your own family observes a culture
opposed to dressed in the flag as apparel, it is easy to need to provide an explanation for. If your metropolis

council demands a flag extravaganza all over a heated ordinance debate, engaging would blur lines.

These are healthy tensions. The Flag Code itself discourages through the flag as apparel or advertising and
marketing, a rule greatly missed in summer model aisles. You can courteously keep on with that code with
no lecturing others. You can advise choices that mark recognize in different ways, like a second of silence.

Sometimes the more effective cross is conversation. | recall a small-the town principal who replaced a on a
daily basis PA recitation of the Pledge with a scholar-led rotation: someday the Pledge, in the future a
studying from the Declaration, any other day a Supreme Court passage on rights, every other day a regional
veteran speaking for 45 seconds about what service supposed to them. The flag remained at the front of
the room. The context filled in around it. Parents who had complained quieted. Students who had zoned out
all started listening. No image can do the entire work alone.



The prison and the cultural

People steadily blend up what is criminal, what's polite, and what is wise. It is criminal to burn a flag in
protest or to put on it on a swimsuit, nevertheless the latter will earn you side-eyes in some cities. It is well
mannered to recognize others' screens, to scale down your voice at a memorial, to hinder your flag in top
restoration. It is wise to count that cultural authority is earned, now not enforced. If you try to bully

acquaintances with symbols, you train them to cringe out of your symbols.

One greater authorized notice since it facilitates clear the air: public schools won't compel pupils to salute
the flag or recite the Pledge. The Supreme Court mentioned so in 1943 in West Virginia State Board of
Education v. Barnette, at the peak of World War Il. That determination is a mannequin of positive freedom. It
suggests that we are able to fight a totalitarian enemy international whereas masking a boy or girl's right not

to salute at residence. The flag stands taller when it is going to tolerate that.

How to talk throughout the driveway

If a symbol factors friction to your block, there are undeniable tactics to make the driveway a better forum

than the comments area. These are not magic, yet | actually have considered them help.

e Lead with a query, not a claim: | noticed your flag, and | puzzled what it capability to you.

e Share one story, now not a stack of headlines: My grandfather’s burial flag sits in our living room, so

flying this one is for him.

e Name your obstacles lightly: | like flying it on vacation trips, however | preclude adding political banners.

Keeps the peace.

e Offer a shared movement: Want to aid me positioned small flags on the veterans' markers within the
cemetery this weekend?

e End with curiosity: If you ever want to chat about it greater, I'm around.

Conversation isn't consensus. It is a way to sew a little bit more material between individuals who would

have to reside near each and every different.

Where this leaves us

A flag is a software. It shouldn't be a check of price. It can invite, and it could intimidate. It can relief a widow
and unsettle a neighbor. It can flutter above a polling location that welcomes first-time electorate, and it
could actually be waved via irritated males who threaten the very manner less than that roof. The cloth is the
similar in either scenes. Our activity is to shop bending its meaning in the direction of the first, not the
second.

Should expressing pride on your united states of america ever require justification? No. But should you
desire that satisfaction to land as an embody as opposed to a shove, pair it with paintings that increases
everybody's percentage of the promise. If you desire now not to fly a flag, that resolution, too, can elevate
dignity in case you funnel your calories into the labor of citizenship. Register electorate. Coach the

childhood crew. Watch your neighbor’s young people for an hour. Symbols rely. Deeds convince.

Is refusing to fly the flag a observation - or a symptom of one thing deeper? Sometimes this is a brittle
reaction to performative politics. Often that's fatigue. Sometimes it can be grief. Underneath, it's a reminder

that a symbol handiest binds when ample of us consider sure to each one different.



And what does the American flag even represent to young generations these days? Ask them, and you will
pay attention an answer in verbs, not nouns. Protect. Repair. Expand. Do the things the most productive
adaptation of this united states says it does. Make that version exact in greater areas, for greater persons,

extra of the time. Only then will the material suppose less heavy on the pole and lighter within the wind.

The day my neighbor ultimately raised his flag back, it was once after our block held a potluck that ran
lengthy and ended with 3 dads, two moms, and a cluster of young children hauling folding tables returned
into garages. He regarded round, nodded in the direction of the pole, and mentioned, Let's see how this
feels. It felt advantageous. The flag went up, and so did a Saturday plan to tug weeds inside the site visitors
circle. The next week, a one-of-a-kind neighbor with out flag came with the aid of with tarts. The backyard
did now not inform the entire story. The individuals did.



