
Why Every Homeowner Needs an Affordable Roof
Inspection Before Storm Season
I have been in the roofing trade for over fifteen years, and I still see the same mistake every
spring. Homeowners wait until water is dripping through their ceiling before they think about
calling someone. By then, a two-hundred-dollar fix has turned into a five-thousand-dollar repair.
The truth is, most roof damage does not happen all at once. It creeps in slowly, and a regular,
affordable roof inspection can catch it long before it becomes a crisis.

In North Texas, our weather is uniquely hard on roofs. We get blistering summer heat that
bakes the shingles, followed by sudden hailstorms that leave them dented and cracked. Then
winter brings freezing nights that widen every tiny gap. A roof that looks fine from the ground
can be hiding serious trouble. That is why I tell every homeowner I meet: get an affordable roof
inspection at least once a year, ideally in early spring before the worst storms hit.

What an Inspection Actually Covers
A lot of folks think a roof inspection is just someone walking around on top of their house and
saying "looks good." A real inspection is much more than that. A thorough inspector will check
the condition of your shingles or tiles, look for curled or missing pieces, examine the flashing
around chimneys and vents, and test the seals on any roof penetrations. They will also go into
your attic to look for stains, damp insulation, or daylight coming through the decking. That attic
check is critical because it reveals problems that are invisible from above.

An affordable roof inspection should also include a look at your gutters and downspouts.
Clogged gutters can cause water to back up under the shingles, which leads to rot. The
inspector should note whether your fascia boards are sound and whether any nails are popping
up. All of this takes maybe an hour for a typical home, and it gives you a clear picture of your
roof's real health.

View the location on Google Maps

How Often Should You Schedule One?
Most manufacturers recommend an inspection at least once a year. If you live in an area with
severe weather, twice a year is better. I suggest a spring inspection to repair any winter
damage and a fall inspection to prepare for cold weather. An affordable roof inspection twice a
year is still far cheaper than a single emergency repair. And if you are planning to sell your
home, having recent inspection records can be a strong selling point. Buyers love knowing the
roof has been maintained.

https://roofdog.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=RoofDog%20Roofing


That said, you should also call for an inspection after any major weather event. A hailstorm
that left dents in your car definitely left marks on your roof. A windstorm that knocked over
trees may have loosened shingles. Waiting until next spring to check could mean months of
hidden leaks.





Signs You Might Need an Inspection Sooner
Even if you are not due for your regular check, some warning signs should prompt you to call
right away. Look for these from the ground:

Curled or buckled shingles, especially after a storm

Dark patches on the ceiling or walls inside your home

Granules from asphalt shingles collecting in the gutters

Moss or algae growing on the roof surface

Daylight visible through the attic roof boards

Any one of these signals that your roof is compromised. Do not wait for a second sign. An
affordable roof inspection at this point can tell you whether a simple repair will fix things or if
you need a more extensive intervention.

The Real Cost of Skipping an Inspection
I have seen homeowners try to save a couple hundred dollars by skipping their annual check.
Then a small leak goes unnoticed for months. By the time they notice a water stain, the
plywood decking underneath has started to rot. That means replacing not just a few shingles
but whole sections of the roof structure. The repair bill jumps from a few hundred to several
thousand dollars. And if the leak reaches the insulation and drywall, you are looking at mold
remediation, which is even more expensive and a health hazard.

An affordable roof inspection is essentially cheap insurance. You pay a small amount upfront
to avoid a much larger expense later. It also gives you peace of mind. Knowing your roof is
sound lets you sleep through a thunderstorm without worrying about a drip in the night.

What to Look for in an Inspector
Not all roof inspections are equal. Some companies offer a free inspection, but often that is
just a sales pitch for a new roof. A genuine inspection should be unbiased. The inspector



should give you a written report with photos, noting both minor issues and major concerns.
They should explain what needs immediate attention and what can wait.

Look for an inspector who is licensed and insured. Ask if they carry general liability insurance.
A reputable company will be happy to provide proof. Also ask about their experience with your
specific roof type. A metal roof requires different inspection techniques than asphalt shingles
or tile. The best inspectors have worked with all common materials and can spot problems
quickly.

DIY vs. Professional Inspection
Some handy homeowners try to inspect their own roofs. I understand the appeal, but I cannot
recommend it. Walking on a roof is dangerous. Roofs are slippery, steep, and often fragile. A
misstep can send you to the hospital. Beyond safety, a professional knows what to look for.
They can spot a nail that is working loose or a seal that is starting to fail. They also have tools
like moisture meters that can find dampness inside the decking before it becomes visible.

A professional affordable roof inspection costs far less than a single emergency room visit.
Leave the climbing to someone who does it every day.

Preparing for Your Inspection
To get the most out of your inspection, clear any debris off your roof beforehand if it is safe to
do so. Move vehicles away from the house so the inspector can set up a ladder. Make sure the
attic access is clear. If you have pets, secure them in another part of the house. The inspector
will appreciate being able to work without distractions.



Have a list of any concerns you have noticed. Maybe you saw a stain after the last big rain, or
you heard a drip near a chimney. Share that information with the inspector. It helps them focus
on the areas that worry you most.

After the inspection, review the report carefully. Ask questions about anything you do not
understand. A good inspector will take the time to explain what each finding means and what
your options are. They should not pressure you into immediate repairs. If they recommend a
repair, ask for a separate quote and compare it with other contractors.

Making Inspections a Habit
The best homeowners I know treat roof inspections like changing the oil in their car. They
schedule it, they budget for it, and they do not skip it. It becomes part of their annual home
maintenance routine. That habit saves them money, stress, and the headache of emergency
calls.

If you have never had your roof inspected, now is the time to start. An affordable roof
inspection is a small investment that protects your biggest asset. Your home is only as strong
as its roof. Keep it strong, and it will keep you dry for years to come.



RoofDog Roofing, located at 308 FM1830 Ste 12B, Argyle, TX 76226, USA, provides roof
installations, repairs, and inspections to homeowners across North Texas and donates 10% of
its profits to local dog rescues. You can reach them at +1 940-828-7663 to schedule a checkup
for your roof.

Connect with us on Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/people/RoofDog-Roofing/61579586243273/

