
Why Jaydens Landscaping Is a Top Choice for GTA
Outdoor Transformations
When you own a home or manage a commercial property in the Greater Toronto Area, the yard
is the first thing people notice. A patchy lawn, a cracked driveway, or a bare corner can drag
down the entire look of a place. Over the years I have seen plenty of properties that could have
been beautiful with the right approach to grading, planting, and hardscape. The difference
between a so-so garden and a truly functional outdoor space often comes down to the team
doing the work. That is why I want to talk about what solid landscaping companies like jaydens
landscaping bring to the table, especially for homeowners in Markham and Scarborough who
deal with everything from heavy clay soil to sudden snowstorms.

I have been involved in landscape projects across the GTA for the better part of a decade, and I
can tell you that the best work is never just about throwing down some sod and calling it done.
Real skill shows in how a crew handles the ground before anything is planted or paved. Take
grading, for example. A site that slopes toward the foundation will cause basement leaks, no
matter how good your waterproofing is. Good grading moves water away from the house,
toward a swale or a dry well. It is the kind of boring but essential step that separates a well-
built project from one that will cause headaches later. When I look at a company like jaydens
landscaping, I pay attention to whether they understand that kind of groundwork. Because if
they skip that, nothing else matters.

The Foundation of a Great Landscape Starts Below Grade
Excavation is the first real move on any serious job. Whether you are installing a new
interlocking driveway or building an outdoor kitchen, someone has to dig out the old material
and make room for the new base. I have seen crews try to save money by skimping on the
depth of the gravel base. That always backfires. In the GTA, the freeze-thaw cycle is brutal. If
your base is too shallow, the driveway will heave and crack within two winters. A company that
knows what they are doing will excavate to the right depth, compact the subgrade, and lay
down a proper thickness of granular base. That is the only way to keep concrete pavers or
permeable pavers from shifting.

Permeable pavers are worth mentioning here because they solve a real problem in dense
suburbs like Markham and Scarborough. When rain falls on a standard asphalt driveway, it runs
straight into the storm sewer. That can overwhelm the system and cause local flooding.
Permeable pavers let water drain through the surface and into the ground below. They are not
right for every site, especially where the soil is heavy clay that does not percolate well, but
when the soil conditions are right they make a huge difference. A good landscaper will test the



soil and tell you honestly whether permeable pavers are worth the extra cost. That kind of
honesty is what I look for.

Hardscaping That Works With the House, Not Against It
Hardscaping covers everything that is not a plant: walkways, patios, retaining walls, stone
veneer features, and of course interlocking driveways. The key is to choose materials that
complement the architecture of the house and the natural surroundings. A modern home with
clean lines might look best with large-format concrete pavers in a charcoal tone. A older brick
house in Scarborough might call for a more traditional cobblestone pattern. I have seen too
many projects where the homeowner picked a paver color that clashed with the brick, and the
result looked like a patch job.

Retaining walls are another area where material choice matters. If you have a sloped yard, a
retaining wall can turn wasted space into a usable terrace. The wall needs to be engineered to
handle the weight of the soil behind it. A low wall made of landscape timbers might work for a
flower bed, but for anything over about two feet tall you need a proper block wall with geogrid
reinforcement. Stone veneer can dress up the face of the wall and make it look like natural
stone without the full cost. When the wall is built right, it becomes a permanent part of the
landscape. When it is built wrong, it bulges and falls over within a few years.

Outdoor Living Spaces That Extend the Season
More homeowners in the GTA are investing in outdoor kitchens and covered patios. It makes
sense. After a long winter, people want to spend every possible evening outside. An outdoor



kitchen with a built-in grill, a sink, and some counter space can make cooking and entertaining
feel effortless. But the same rules apply: the foundation has to be solid, the utilities need to be
run by someone who knows code, and the drainage has to be planned so water does not pool
under the cabinets. LED landscape lighting can turn that same patio into a warm, usable space
after dark. Low-voltage path lights, uplights on trees, and strip lights under the counter edges
create a layered look that feels inviting, not harsh.

Irrigation systems are another piece that people often overlook until it is too late. A manual
sprinkler might work for a small lawn, but once you add flower beds, shrubs, and a vegetable
patch, hand-watering becomes a chore. A properly designed system with drip lines for the
perennials and rotors for the turf can save water and keep everything healthy. The trick is to
zone the system so that sun-loving plants get more water than shade plants, and so that the
slope does not cause runoff. A good irrigation designer will walk the site at different times of
day and adjust the heads to avoid watering the driveway or the sidewalk.

Plant Selection: Perennials, Annuals, and the Right Mulch
Planting is where a landscape really comes to life, but it is also where a lot of mistakes happen.
The biggest error I see is choosing plants for their flower color without considering their
mature size. A cute little shrub that fits in a one-gallon pot can grow to six feet wide in three
years. If you plant it too close to the house or too close to a walkway, you will be pruning
constantly or ripping it out. Perennials that are native to Ontario tend to do well with less water
and less fertilizer. Species like black-eyed Susan, purple coneflower, and wild bergamot attract
pollinators and bloom for weeks. Annuals, like petunias and marigolds, give you a quick pop of
color but need to be replaced each year. A smart design uses perennials as the backbone and
annuals as accent plants.



Mulch is more than a cosmetic topping. A good layer of shredded hardwood mulch, about
three inches deep, suppresses weeds, holds moisture in the soil, and as it breaks down it adds
organic matter. But you have to be careful not to pile it up against the trunk of a tree or the
stems of shrubs. That can lead to rot and pest problems. I always tell people to keep mulch
pulled back a few inches from the base of any plant. It is a small detail, but it makes a big
difference over time.

Sodding and Lawn Care in the GTA Climate
Establishing a healthy lawn in the GTA takes more than just laying sod and watering it. The soil
here is often heavy clay, which compacts easily and drains slowly. Before sodding, the ground
should be tilled, amended with compost, and leveled. If you skip those steps, the sod will sit on
top of the clay like a rug over concrete. The roots will struggle to penetrate, and the lawn will
thin out within a year. After the sod is laid, it needs frequent watering for the first few weeks,
then a gradual reduction to encourage deep root growth. A good landscaping company will
explain that process to you and set up a watering schedule, not just disappear after the last roll
is down.



Snow Removal: The Other Side of the Business
For companies like jaydens landscaping, the work does not stop when the leaves fall. Snow
removal is a major part of the business in Markham and Scarborough. A good snow removal
crew shows up before the storm hits, pre-treats the surfaces to prevent ice from bonding, and
clears the driveways and walkways promptly. They also know not to push snow onto the lawn
or into the street, and they are careful with plow blades so they do not gouge the asphalt or the
pavers. If you hire the same company for your summer landscaping and your winter snow
removal, they already know where the drains are, where the irrigation heads are buried, and
where the low-hanging branches are. That continuity saves you time and reduces the chance of
damage.

Why Experience and Local Knowledge Matter
Every region has its own quirks. In the GTA, the freeze-thaw cycles mean that anything you
install has to be able to move a little without breaking. The clay soil means you have to plan for
drainage. The deer population in some suburbs means you might need to choose plants that
they do not eat. A company that has been working in Markham and Scarborough for years has
already learned those lessons. They know which concrete pavers hold up to salt, which
perennials bloom reliably in partial shade, and which retaining wall systems are worth the
investment. That local knowledge is something you cannot get from a national chain or a
weekend warrior with a truck and a shovel.

https://www.jaydenslandscaping.ca/


I have seen plenty of projects where a homeowner tried to save money by doing the excavation
themselves or by buying cheap materials from a big-box store. In almost every case, they



ended up spending more later to fix problems. The classic example is a retaining wall built with
untreated landscape timbers. Within three years the timbers rot, the wall bulges, and the
homeowner has to tear it all out and pay for a proper block wall. If they had hired a
professional from the start, they would have saved both time and money. That is why I
recommend that anyone planning a significant outdoor project take the time to vet their
contractor thoroughly. Ask for references, look at completed jobs, and make sure they carry
proper insurance and WSIB coverage.

When you find a crew that communicates clearly, shows up on time, and explains the trade-offs
between different materials and techniques, you have found a partner for the long term. That is
the kind of relationship that turns a bare yard into a place you actually want to spend time, and
it is the reason companies like jaydens landscaping have built a solid reputation in the
communities they serve. Whether you are in Markham, Scarborough, or anywhere else in the
GTA, the principles are the same: start with good ground, use materials that suit the climate,
and never cut corners on the foundation. If you follow those rules, your landscape will last for
years and be a source of real pride.


