
The 2019 trade that sent Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (SGA) and Danilo Gallinari from the Oklahoma City Thunder to
the Los Angeles Clippers in exchange for Kawhi Leonard and Paul George remains one of the most debated NBA
moves of recent years. It was a gamble, a big bet on superstar power, but it came with an enormous cost — both
in terms of player availability, salary flexibility, and long-term draft capital. As Clippers fans and NBA bettors alike
peruse the latest updates from ESPN's reporting and the BookmakersReview.com offshore sports betting sites
page to scout probable championship trajectories, examining how much the Clippers truly “paid” for the Leonard
era remains essential.

Superstar Power vs Organizational Control: The High-Stakes Tradeoff
Kawhi Leonard's arrival promised immediate title contention. He was not just any superstar; he was a proven Finals
MVP with a defensive prowess and a quiet confidence that redefined what a franchise cornerstone looks like. But
in exchange, the Clippers parted ways with Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, a supremely talented young guard on the rise
— fresh off an MVP-caliber NBA season in Oklahoma City.

The crux of the issue lies in contrasting superstar power versus organizational control, a core debate for the
Clippers' front office and fans alike:

Superstar Power: Kawhi Leonard brings a near-unparalleled impact in both ends of the floor and playoff
experience that a young Shai did not have at the time.

Organizational Control: Shai was under team control with four years of affordable rookie-scale contracts
remaining post-trade, allowing OKC to build a sustainable core around him.

Putting it plainly: superstars like Kawhi come with massive contracts that severely limit roster flexibility and
heighten risk due to injury and availability, whereas a rising star like Shai offers potential for long-term growth and
can be extended at cheaper rates.

Availability Is Part of the Value Equation

A key theme often ignored is availability. Kawhi has been notoriously vulnerable to injuries, limiting his playing
time significantly for the Clippers. In a league as competitive and volatile as the NBA, being healthy and



consistently on the floor isn’t just a bonus; it’s a prerequisite to creating value.

Shai demonstrated robust durability during his time with the Thunder, playing over 70 games in all but one
season before the trade. This reliability boosts his value not just as a contributor but as a franchise centerpiece you
can build around with less risk.

When ESPN covered the trade fallout and its long-term implications, they highlighted the "inconsistent availability"
of Leonard and how that disrupted the Clippers’ continuity and competitive edge.

Salary and Roster Flexibility: The $50.3 Million Question
Leonard’s contract figures are another sticking point. He is owed $50.3 million in the 2026-27 season alone —
an astronomical figure that locks up a massive chunk of the Clippers’ cap space far into the future.

Season Kawhi Leonard's Salary 2024-25 $43.3 million 2025-26 $47.2 million 2026-27 $50.3 million

This salary commitment impacts the Clippers’ ability to surround Leonard with a strong supporting cast. High
salaries make mid-tier free agents less attainable, and trading away younger, controllable assets limits the team’s
ability to pivot after injuries or playoff failures.

In contrast, the Thunder let Shai quietly become one of the league’s brightest talents operating under a cheap
contract structure they fully control until his rookie scale and salary cap holds expire. This salary/cap flexibility
fuelled OKC’s rebuild and even gave odds-savvy bettors at offshore sportsbooks a transparent lens on OKC’s MVP
odds with Shai.

Trade Cost and Draft Capital Regret: The Hidden Price Tag
Beyond salary and availability, the Clippers paid dearly in lost draft capital and rebuilding cost by acquiring
Leonard and George. The Thunder’s arsenal included multiple first-round picks and young players that could be
flipped or developed.

Since the trade, those draft assets have turned into versatile starters and potential All-Stars, whereas the Clippers’
window has been precarious and injury-plagued. The overall cost to “win now” was a multi-year rebuild and
several lottery pick opportunities.



OKC’s ability to morph rapidly from grossly overmatched to playoff bubble contenders with Shai at the helm,
backed by cheap, flexible contracts, underlines the long-term consequences of chasing superstar power
prematurely.

Breaking Down the SGA Clippers Trade Regret: A Final Verdict
1. Talent Lost: Shai Gilgeous-Alexander is now widely regarded as one of the league’s elite guards — an MVP

candidate who offers consistent production and durability.

2. Cost Incurred: $50.3 million salary commitment to Leonard in 2026-27 alone, plus the lost draft capital and
roster flexibility severely hampered the Clippers’ rebuild capacity.

3. Availability Risk: Kawhi’s injury history and missed games radically undercut the Clippers' competitive
continuity.

4. Organizational Control: The move sacrificed a young core and affordable contract that could have sparked a
sustainable rebuild.

In hindsight, the Clippers’ trade-off exemplifies a classic NBA management dilemma: weighing the allure of
immediate superstar impact against sustained organizational control and flexibility. The "Kawhi Plan" has
nbahoopsonline.com delivered flashes of greatness but at a steep price that Clippers fans are still coming to terms
with.

The Future Outlook

For Clippers observers, the trade remains a cautionary tale. If you’re betting on the Clippers’ championship
chances at offshore sports betting sites, remember the fragility of the Kawhi experiment versus the ferocious
ascendancy of SGA as a still-young MVP contender.

Ultimately, the Clippers paid more than just a player in the 2019 SGA trade — they paid a steep rebuild cost that
may linger as a trade regret through the rest of this decade.

https://nbahoopsonline.com/Articles/2026-27/KawhiLeonard.html

