What to Know About the French Bull Tzu: A Mix of
Bulldog and Shih Tzu Traits

Understanding the French Bull Tzu

The French Bull Tzu is a cross between a French Bulldog and a Shih Tzu. This hybrid combines
the sturdy, compact build of the Frenchie with the longer coat and gentle nature of the Shih
Tzu. For anyone considering this mix, it helps to look at both parent breeds to get a realistic
picture of what the puppy might be like. The French Bulldog brings a playful, sometimes
stubborn personality, while the Shih Tzu contributes a more laid-back, affectionate side. The
result is a small dog that can adapt to different living situations, from apartments to houses
with small yards.

People often wonder about the look of this mix. It can vary quite a bit. Some puppies take after
the Frenchie with a short, smooth coat and a pushed-in face. Others inherit the Shih Tzu's
longer hair and a slightly longer muzzle. A few end up with a medium-length coat that needs
regular brushing. Because the Shih Tzu has a dense undercoat, owners should expect some
shedding, though not as much as a double-coated breed. The French Bulldog's short coat is
easier to manage, but the mix can go either way. Knowing this helps a buyer prepare for
grooming needs before bringing a puppy home.

Coat Type and Grooming Routine

One of the first things to sort out with a French Bull Tzu is its coat type. If the puppy has a
short, single coat like the Frenchie, grooming is simple. A weekly wipe with a damp cloth and a
quick brush with a soft bristle brush keeps the coat clean and reduces loose hair. If the puppy
inherits the Shih Tzu's longer double coat, the grooming routine becomes more involved. That
means brushing every two to three days to prevent mats and tangles, especially around the
ears, legs, and belly. A metal comb and a slicker brush work well for this type of coat. Bathing
can be done every few weeks with a gentle dog shampoo. Without regular brushing, the longer
coat can mat quickly, which can be uncomfortable for the dog and lead to skin issues.

Another point about grooming is the face. Both parent breeds have facial folds and wrinkles
that need attention. The area around the nose and eyes should be kept dry and clean to avoid
irritation. Some owners use a soft cloth to wipe the face daily. For dogs with a longer coat, the
hair around the eyes may need trimming to keep vision clear. Nail trimming and ear cleaning
should be part of the routine as well. With consistent care, the coat stays healthy and the dog
looks neat without much trouble.

Size and Weight Expectations



The French Bull Tzu is a small to medium dog. Most adults weigh between 15 and 25 pounds,
with a height at the shoulder of about 10 to 14 inches. The build tends to be sturdy and
muscular like the Frenchie, but with a slightly longer body from the Shih Tzu side. This size
makes the dog easy to lift and carry, which is helpful for vet visits or traveling. It also means
the dog fits well in smaller living spaces. However, the sturdy frame also means the dog can be
heavy for its size, so owners should avoid overfeeding. A healthy weight is important for joint
health and overall energy. A quick check with a vet can confirm the ideal weight for an
individual dog.

Because the mix is still relatively new, sizes can vary even within the same litter. Some puppies
grow to the lower end of the range, around 15 pounds, while others reach the upper end, near
25 pounds. The difference often depends on which parent breed is more dominant in the
puppy's genetics. A dog that takes more after the Frenchie may be stockier, while one that
leans Shih Tzu might be lighter and a bit taller. Knowing the size range helps when buying a
crate, a bed, or a harness. It also helps when estimating food portions and exercise needs.

Temperament and Exercise Needs

The French Bull Tzu is known for being friendly and adaptable. The Frenchie brings a lively,
sometimes clownish personality, while the Shih Tzu brings a calm, affectionate nature.
Together, they create a dog that enjoys playtime but also settles down well indoors. This mix is
not typically high-energy, but it does need daily exercise to stay healthy. A 20- to 30-minute
walk each day, plus some playtime with toys, is usually enough. The dog enjoys fetch, tug-of-
war, and short runs in a fenced yard. Because of the Frenchie's brachycephalic (short-nosed)
head shape, this mix can have trouble breathing in hot or humid weather. Exercise should be
moderate, and owners should watch for signs of heavy panting or fatigue.

Socially, the French Bull Tzu tends to get along with children and other pets, especially if
introduced early. The Shih Tzu was bred as a companion dog, so it naturally seeks human
company. The Frenchie also bonds closely with its family. That means this mix does not do
well left alone for long periods. It can develop separation anxiety if left by itself all day. Owners
who work from home or have a flexible schedule are often a good fit. If that is not possible, a
dog walker or pet sitter can help break up the day. With consistent training and positive
reinforcement, the French Bull Tzu learns basic commands quickly and responds well to praise.

One thing to keep in mind is the "frenchie and shih tzu mix" can inherit the Frenchie's stubborn

streak. That means training may require patience. Short, fun sessions with treats work better
than long, repetitive drills. Consistency from all family members helps the dog understand
what is expected. Crate training can be useful for housebreaking, but the dog should not be
crated for more than a few hours at a time. With the right approach, this mix becomes a well-
mannered companion that fits easily into daily life.


https://www.frenchiedoodle.com/french-bulldog-mix-with-shih-tzu

Health Screening and Common Concerns

As with any mixed breed, the French Bull Tzu can inherit health conditions from either parent.
Responsible breeders do health screening on the parent dogs to reduce the risk of passing on
problems. For the Frenchie side, issues like brachycephalic airway syndrome, hip dysplasia,
and skin allergies are common. From the Shih Tzu side, problems like eye issues (such as
cherry eye or dry eye), ear infections, and patellar luxation (knee cap slipping) can appear.
Because both breeds have short faces, this mix may also have dental crowding, which requires
regular dental checks and sometimes professional cleaning.

Before buying a puppy, it is wise to ask about the health history of both parents. A good
breeder will be open about any known issues and will provide health clearances. Puppies



should have their eyes, ears, and heart checked by a vet within the first few weeks of coming
home. Regular vet visits every year help catch problems early. Keeping up with vaccinations,
flea and tick prevention, and a balanced diet supports long-term health. Because the Frenchie
is prone to obesity, portion control and weight monitoring are important throughout the dog's
life. A healthy diet with high-quality protein and limited treats keeps the dog lean and active.

Pricing Factors and What to Expect

The cost of a French Bull Tzu puppy varies depending on the breeder, location, and the lineage
of the parents. Factors like health clearances, coat type, and the breeder's reputation all play a
role. Puppies from parents with strong health records and good temperaments tend to cost
more. It is also common for breeders to charge more for rare coat colors or very small sizes.
Because this mix is not as common as some other designer breeds, prices can be on the
higher side. However, a higher price does not always guarantee a better dog. Visiting the
breeder, seeing the conditions, and meeting at least one of the parents is the best way to judge
quality.

Another cost to consider is ongoing care. Grooming supplies, vet visits, food, and training
classes add up over the dog's lifetime. A dog with a longer coat will need more frequent
grooming, which can mean higher costs if using a professional groomer. Pet insurance is
worth considering, especially for breeds prone to certain health issues. The "frenchie and shih
tzu mix" may need extra attention for its breathing and eyes, so having a financial cushion for
unexpected vet bills is smart. Overall, the initial purchase price is just one part of the total cost
of owning this mix.

Finding a Responsible Breeder

When looking for a French Bull Tzu, start by researching breeders who specialize in this mix. A
responsible breeder will let you visit, ask questions, and see the puppies with their mother.
They will also provide health records and a contract. Avoid breeders who cannot show you the
parents or who seem to have many litters at once. A good breeder cares about where their
puppies go and will ask you about your home, lifestyle, and experience with dogs. They should
also offer a health guarantee and be available for advice after you take the puppy home.

Another option is to check rescue groups or breed-specific shelters. While this mix is not
common in rescues, sometimes a crossbreed ends up in a shelter and needs a home. Adopting
an adult dog can be a rewarding way to bring a French Bull Tzu into your life without the puppy
phase. Either way, taking the time to find a healthy, well-socialized dog is the best start to a
happy relationship.



