What to Do When You Are Locked Out of Your
House

Getting locked out of your house is one of those moments that can stop your day cold. You
stand there, keys in one hand or maybe still inside on the counter, and the door clicks shut
behind you. That feeling of sudden helplessness is something most of us have faced at least
once. Whether it is a deadbolt that refused to turn or a simple lever lock that jammed at the
worst possible moment, the situation demands a calm head and a clear plan. Over the years |
have helped neighbors, friends, and strangers work through this exact scenario, and | have
learned that the right response can turn a stressful lockout into a minor inconvenience.

First Things First: Stay Calm and Assess the Situation

The first thing to do is take a breath. Panic leads to bad decisions, like trying to force a door
open with a credit card or a screwdriver. That can damage the door, the door jamb, or the lock
itself. Instead, walk around the house. Check every door and every window. It sounds simple,
but people often forget that a back door or a sliding glass door might have been left unlocked. |
once spent twenty minutes trying to pick a lock on my own front door only to discover the side
gate was open and the kitchen door was unlocked the whole time.

If you have a keysafe mounted somewhere on the property, now is the time to remember the
code. Keysafes are a lifesaver for families with kids or for anyone who travels often. But if you
do not have one, or if you cannot reach the code, then you move to the next step.

Calling a Locksmith: The Professional Option

When you are truly locked out of house and no quick fix presents itself, the most reliable

solution is to call a locksmith. A good locksmith can handle almost any lockout scenario. They
carry a full set of locksmith tools, from bump keys and lock picks to drill bits for stubborn
cylinders. They also know how to work with modern systems like smart locks, magnetic locks,
and keyless entry keypads. In Los Angeles, where housing styles range from Spanish
bungalows to high-rise lofts, a skilled locksmith has seen it all.

When you call, be ready to give them your location and a description of the lock. Is it a
deadbolt? A padlock on a gate? A lever lock on a commercial door? The more detail you can
offer, the faster they can come prepared. Most emergency locksmiths in Los Angeles arrive
within thirty minutes to an hour, depending on traffic. They will ask to see identification or proof
of residency before they start work, which is standard practice to prevent unauthorized access.

When to Try DIY Methods
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| do not usually recommend DIY lock picking for someone who has never done it before. It
takes practice and the right tools. But there are a few situations where a homeowner can solve
a lockout without calling for help. If you have a spare key hidden in a keysafe or with a
neighbor, that is the easiest fix. If you have a transponder key for a car lockout, the same
principle applies: check your car, your bag, your coat pockets again.
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For older homes with simple pin tumbler locks, sometimes a credit card or a thin piece of

plastic can work on a spring latch. But this only works if the latch is beveled and the door is not
deadbolted. For deadbolts, forget the credit card. They are designed to resist that kind of
attack. Trying to force a deadbolt with a screwdriver or a crowbar will likely damage the door
jamb and cost you more in repairs than a locksmith visit.

Another common DIY method is using a bump key. A bump key is a specially filed key that can
jolt the pins inside a lock into place. It takes a steady hand and some practice. If you have a
lock that is already worn or very cheap, a bump key might work. But on a quality deadbolt or a
smart lock, it is almost useless. And if you break the key off inside the lock, you have made the
problem worse.

Smart Locks and Keyless Entry: A Modern Solution

More Los Angeles homeowners are switching to smart locks and keyless entry systems. These
devices use a keypad, a fingerprint reader, or a smartphone app to unlock the door. They
eliminate the need for a physical key, which is a huge advantage when you are locked out. But
they come with their own risks. If the battery dies and you have no backup key, you can still be



locked out. Most smart locks have a backup key slot or a 9-volt battery terminal on the outside,
but not everyone knows about these features.

If you have a smart lock, make sure you know how to use the backup methods. Keep a spare
key in a keysafe or with a trusted neighbor. And always check the battery level on your smart
lock every few months. A dead battery at the wrong time can turn a convenient system into a
frustrating obstacle.

What Not to Do

| have seen people do some wild things when they are locked out. Climbing through a window
is risky. You can fall, break the glass, or get stuck. Breaking a window to get in is expensive and
leaves your home vulnerable until you can board it up. Trying to remove the entire door from its
hinges is possible only if the hinge pins are on the outside, which is rare on modern homes.
And never try to drill a lock yourself unless you know exactly what you are doing. A drill bit can
ruin the lock cylinder and make it impossible for even a locksmith to open without replacing
the entire lock.

Another common mistake is using a relay signal from a car key fob to open a garage door.
Some people think they can use a relay device to trigger a garage door opener from a distance.
That is not a practical solution for most people, and it can interfere with your neighbors'
openers. Stick with the basics: call a professional or use a backup key.

Preventing Future Lockouts

The best way to handle being locked out of house is to never let it happen in the first place.
That sounds obvious, but it takes some planning. Here are a few practical steps that have
worked for me and for many people | have advised:

 Install a keysafe in a discreet spot. Give the code to family members and a trusted
neighbor.

e Keep a spare key in your car, in a magnetic box, or with a friend who lives nearby.

e Check your doors before you close them. Make sure you have your keys in hand
before you pull the door shut.

e If you have a smart lock, set a reminder on your phone to check the battery every
month.

e Consider a keyless entry system that uses a code or your fingerprint. That way you
never need a physical key to get in.

When the Lockout Involves a Safe or a Vehicle



Lockouts are not limited to front doors. If you are locked out of your car, that is a car lockout,
and a locksmith can help there too. For car lockouts, the locksmith uses specialized tools to
open the door without damaging the window or the lock. Some modern cars have transponder
keys that are harder to replace, so having a backup key is even more important.

If you are locked out of a safe, that is a different challenge. Safes often have high-security
locks that require a skilled locksmith with experience in safe manipulation. Do not try to drill a
safe yourself. You can damage the contents or make the safe impossible to open without
destroying it.

Final Thoughts

Being locked out of house is never convenient, but it is almost always solvable. The key is to
stay calm, assess your options, and call a professional if you need to. A good locksmith in Los
Angeles can handle deadbolts, lever locks, smart locks, magnetic locks, padlocks, and
everything in between. They carry the right locksmith tools and know how to use them without
damaging your property.

If you take a few simple precautions now, you can avoid the stress of a lockout later. A keysafe,
a spare key with a neighbor, or a keyless entry system can save you time, money, and



frustration. And if you ever find yourself standing on the wrong side of a locked door,
remember that help is just a phone call away.



