
Why Radon Mitigation York PA Homeowners
Should Not Ignore
If you live in York County, you have probably heard about radon. It is a naturally occurring
radioactive gas that comes from the ground, and it can seep into homes through cracks in the
foundation. The scary part is that you cannot see, smell, or taste it. Prolonged exposure to high
levels of radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States, according to
the EPA. That is a serious risk, and it is one that too many homeowners in our area overlook.

I have spent years working with homeowners in York and Adams County, helping them
understand their radon levels and decide on the best course of action. What I have learned is
that knowledge is only the first step. You need to act on that knowledge. That is where radon
mitigation York PA comes in. It is not just about testing and forgetting. It is about taking the
necessary steps to reduce the gas in your home to a safe level.

Understanding the Radon Problem in York and Adams County
Radon comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil, rock, and water. The geology of
south-central Pennsylvania, including York and Adams counties, includes a lot of granite and
shale formations that can release radon gas. The EPA has designated much of this region as
Zone 1, meaning the average indoor radon levels are expected to be higher than the national
average. That does not mean every home has a problem, but it means the odds are higher. The
only way to know for sure is to test.
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Testing is straightforward. You can buy a short-term test kit at a local hardware store or online,
or you can hire a professional. The test should be placed in the lowest livable level of your
home, such as the basement or a first-floor living area, and left for the specified time. After
testing, you send the kit to a lab. The results come back in a few days. If the result is 4
picocuries per liter (pCi/L) or higher, the EPA recommends fixing your home. I have seen results
in York County above 20 pCi/L, which is five times the action level. That is a serious situation.
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Why Mitigation Matters
Once you have a test result that is high, the next step is mitigation. Radon mitigation York PA is
the process of reducing the radon levels in your home to below the EPA action level. The most
common method is sub-slab depressurization, also known as a radon mitigation system. This
involves a fan and a pipe that goes through the basement floor into the gravel beneath. The fan
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creates suction, pulling radon from under the house and venting it to the outside, where it
quickly dilutes in the air.

I have seen homeowners try to solve the problem on their own. They seal cracks in the
foundation or cover the sump pump. While sealing can help reduce radon entry, it is rarely
enough on its own. A properly designed mitigation system is the most effective and reliable
solution. It is not a do-it-yourself job for most people. The system must be designed to handle
the specific soil and foundation conditions of your home. A wrong installation can actually
make things worse by pulling radon from one area into another.

What a Good Mitigation System Looks Like

A quality system includes a sealed pipe, a fan rated for continuous use, and a vent that exits
above the roofline. The fan should be installed in an unconditioned space, like the attic or
outside, to avoid pulling conditioned air out of the house. The pipe should be sealed where it
passes through the floor and the roof. A manometer, which is a simple gauge, should be
installed so you can visually see that the system is working. If the gauge shows zero suction,
the fan may have failed or the pipe is blocked. I always tell homeowners to check the gauge at
least once a month.



The cost of a professional radon mitigation system varies. It depends on the size of the home,
the type of foundation, and the difficulty of the installation. For a typical home in York County,
you might expect to pay between $800 and $1500. That is a small investment compared to the
health risk. Some homeowners worry about the energy cost of running the fan. Modern fans
are very efficient. A typical fan uses about as much electricity as a 40-watt light bulb, which is a
few dollars a month.

Choosing a Qualified Contractor
Not all contractors are equal when it comes to radon mitigation. I recommend looking for
someone who is certified by the National Radon Proficiency Program or the National Radon
Safety Board. These certifications require ongoing education and adherence to industry
standards. In Pennsylvania, there is also the Department of Environmental Protection, which
provides lists of certified radon mitigation contractors. Using a certified professional gives you
peace of mind that the work is done correctly.

I have seen homeowners hire a general handyman to install a system, only to have it fail within
a year because the fan was not rated for continuous use. A radon fan is a special piece of
equipment. Regular bathroom fans or inline duct fans are not designed to run 24/7. They will
burn out quickly. A certified contractor will use the right materials and follow the correct
installation procedures.

Maintenance and Fan Replacement
Even the best radon mitigation system needs maintenance. The fan is the most likely
component to fail. Most radon fans are rated for five to ten years of continuous operation.
After that, the bearings wear out, and the fan stops pulling suction. When that happens, radon
levels can rise back to their original levels. That is why regular testing after mitigation is
important. I recommend testing every two years, or any time you make major changes to your
home, like finishing the basement or adding a new addition.



If the fan fails, you need a replacement. A qualified contractor can do this quickly. The cost of a
new fan is usually a few hundred dollars, plus labor. Some homeowners try to save money by



buying a cheaper fan online. I would advise against that. A radon fan is a specific product. The
wrong fan can be louder, less efficient, and more likely to fail. Stick with a known brand like
RadonAway or Fantech. These are the ones that certified contractors use.

Radon Mitigation Beyond the Fan
Sometimes a simple fan system is not enough. For homes with a crawl space or a dirt floor
basement, a different approach may be needed. In those cases, the contractor might seal the
crawl space with a heavy-duty vapor barrier and then install a fan system on top of the barrier.
For homes with a sump pump, the pipe can sometimes be connected to the sump pit to pull
radon from the water and soil. Every home is different. A good contractor will do a thorough
inspection before recommending a solution.

I have also seen homes where the radon problem was caused by the water supply. Well water
can contain dissolved radon. When you use water for showering, washing dishes, or doing
laundry, the radon is released into the air. If your test shows high radon in the air, and you have
a private well, you should also test the water. A water treatment system, such as a granular
activated carbon filter or aeration system, can remove the radon from the water before it enters
the house. This is a separate mitigation process, but it is just as important for overall health.

The Role of Local Resources
Homeowners in York and Adams County are lucky to have local resources that provide DEP-
backed data and contractor recommendations. These resources help you make informed
decisions. They can tell you the average radon levels in your neighborhood, which contractors
are certified, and what to expect during the mitigation process. I always tell people to start with
a test, and if the result is high, contact a professional. Do not wait. The longer you wait, the
more exposure you and your family face.

The whole process of radon mitigation York PA is straightforward. Test the home. If the test is
high, call a certified radon mitigation contractor. They will design and install a system. After
installation, test again to make sure the system is working. Then test every two years and
replace the fan when it fails. That is it. It is a simple formula that protects your health.



I have seen too many homes in our area with dangerously high radon levels where the owners
did nothing. Some thought it was a scam. Others thought it was too expensive. The truth is that
radon is a real health risk, and mitigation is affordable and effective. If you live in York or
Adams County and have not tested your home for radon, I encourage you to do it. It is a small
step that can make a big difference for your family's health.

For those looking for trusted guidance, York PA Radon Pros, located at 867 Clare Ln, York, PA
17402, USA, can be reached at +1 717-807-5245. They are a local resource for radon testing,
mitigation, and fan replacement in York and Adams County, Pennsylvania, offering trusted
contractor recommendations and DEP-backed data.


