Why Homeowners in Palos Hills Trust Reed
Electrical for Their Wiring Needs

When you live in an older home in Palos Hills, the electrical system often shows its age in small
ways. Maybe a breaker trips every time you run the microwave and the toaster at the same
time. Or the outlets in the living room feel warm to the touch after the TV has been on for a
couple of hours. These are the kinds of things that make you wonder if the house is safe, and
whether you need a professional to take a real look at things. | have been through that exact
process myself, and | know that finding a reliable electrician is not as simple as picking a name
out of a directory. You want someone who knows the local codes, understands the quirks of
older construction, and shows up when they say they will. That is where Reed Electrical Palos
Hills IL comes into the picture.

| first heard about this company from a neighbor who had them rewire a sunroom addition. She
told me the electrician took the time to explain why the old wiring in her house was undersized
for modern loads, and that he showed her the actual code references on his tablet. That kind of
thoroughness stuck with me. When | later had them out for a service panel upgrade, | saw the
same attention to detail. The work was clean, the permits were pulled, and the inspection
passed on the first try. It is the kind of experience that makes you trust a contractor with bigger
projects down the road.

What Sets a Local Electrical Contractor Apart

Electrical work is not a place to cut corners. A bad splice or an overloaded circuit can lead to
fire hazards that are invisible until it is too late. National chains often send out different crews
for every job, and you never know who will show up. A local outfit like Reed Electrical Palos
Hills IL builds its reputation one house at a time in the same community where the owner lives.

That accountability changes the way the work gets done. They know that a bad review travels
fast in a town like Palos Hills, and they also know that a satisfied customer will send them
three more jobs over the next year.

| have seen this dynamic play out in my own neighborhood. A friend hired a big-box electrical
company to install a backup generator. The crew left a mess of discarded wire scraps in the
yard, and they never fully tested the transfer switch. When the power went out during a storm a
few months later, the generator did not kick on. They had to call Reed Electrical to come fix the
installation. The electrician found that the neutral connection had been left loose inside the
panel. That is the kind of mistake that a careful local electrician would have caught during the
final walk-through.
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Common Electrical Issues in Palos Hills Homes

Many homes in the area were built in the 1960s and 1970s, when the electrical demands were
much lower. A typical house back then might have a 60-amp service, which was fine for a
refrigerator, a few lights, and a TV. Today, the same house might have a home office with
multiple computers, a high-end gaming setup, a central air conditioning system, and a kitchen
full of appliances. That old service panel simply cannot handle the load. Upgrading to a 200-
amp service is one of the most common jobs | hear about from friends who have worked with
Reed Electrical.

Another frequent problem is knob-and-tube wiring that was never fully replaced during previous
renovations. This old wiring style lacks a ground wire, which makes it unsafe for modern three-
prong outlets. A good electrician will trace every circuit and replace the unsafe runs rather than
just covering them up with new drywall. That kind of thorough work takes time and costs more
upfront, but it prevents headaches down the line when you go to sell the house and the home
inspector flags the ungrounded outlets.

The Value of a Detailed Estimate

One thing | appreciate about Reed Electrical is that they give you a written estimate that spells
out the materials, the labor, and the timeline. They do not hit you with surprise charges after the
job is done. | recently helped a relative get a quote for a basement finish, and the electrician
spent forty minutes walking through the space, asking about future plans for a wet bar, a home
theater, and a workshop area. He recommended running extra circuits now while the walls
were open, even if those circuits would not be used for another year. That foresight saved my
relative a lot of money compared to having to cut into finished drywall later.

Compare that to another contractor who quoted a flat price over the phone without ever setting
foot in the house. That estimate ended up being twice the final cost from Reed Electrical
because the phone-quote guy had underestimated the amount of wire and the number of
breakers needed. A thorough on-site evaluation is not just about accuracy. It also builds trust.
You get to ask questions, see the person who will actually do the work, and get a feel for
whether they communicate clearly.

Rewiring vs. Repair: Knowing When to Replace

| have seen homeowners try to patch an old system one outlet at a time. They replace a
receptacle here and a switch there, but the underlying wiring stays the same. That approach
can work for a while, but it often leads to a patchwork of connections that are hard to
troubleshoot later. A licensed electrician can help you decide whether a full rewire makes more
economic sense than continued repairs. The rule of thumb | have heard from several



electricians is that if more than half of your outlets are two-prong or if you have aluminum
wiring from the 1970s, a full rewire is usually worth the investment.

Aluminum wiring is a particular concern in homes built between 1965 and 1973. It oxidizes at
connection points, which increases resistance and can cause overheating. The only safe fix is
to pigtail copper wires onto the aluminum runs using special connectors, or to replace the
aluminum entirely. A professional will know the approved methods and can give you a straight
answer about what your house needs. | had a friend whose home inspector recommended an
aluminum-wiring mitigation, and Reed Electrical handled the whole process in two days. They
showed him the before-and-after photos of the panel, and he could see the difference in the
quality of the terminations.

Lighting and Energy Efficiency Upgrades

Beyond safety, many homeowners call an electrician to improve the comfort and look of their
home. Recessed lighting, dimmer switches, and smart-home controls can transform a dark
kitchen or a gloomy hallway. | had Reed Electrical install dimmable LED can lights in my own
kitchen, and the difference in the atmosphere was immediate. The electrician suggested a
zoning layout that let me control the lights over the island separately from the lights over the
sink. That kind of practical advice comes from experience, not from a sales script.

Energy efficiency is another area where a good electrician adds value. They can recommend
occupancy sensors for bathrooms and closets, timers for outdoor lights, and whole-home
surge protectors that shield your electronics from voltage spikes. These upgrades pay for
themselves over time in lower electric bills and fewer appliance repairs. | know one
homeowner who saved over two hundred dollars a year just by switching to LED bulbs and
adding motion sensors to the garage and basement lights. The electrician helped him choose
bulbs with the right color temperature for each room, so the light felt warm and inviting rather
than harsh.

What to Look for in an Electrician

If you are shopping around, here are a few things to keep in mind:

e Verify that the contractor is licensed and insured for the state of lllinois. You can
check the license number through the lllinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation.

* Ask for references from recent jobs in Palos Hills or the surrounding area. A local
contractor will have a list of neighbors you can call.

e Get a detailed written estimate that includes the scope of work, the materials to be
used, and the payment schedule.



e Make sure they pull the required permits. Unpermitted work can cause problems when
you sell the house or file an insurance claim.

e Look for someone who communicates clearly and answers your questions without
making you feel rushed.

These steps might seem basic, but | have seen people skip them and end up with shoddy work
that had to be redone. Taking the time to vet a contractor on the front end saves you money
and stress in the long run.

Electrical work is not the most glamorous home improvement project, but it is one of the most
important. A safe, well-designed electrical system lets you enjoy your home without worrying
about flickering lights or tripped breakers. Whether you need a simple outlet repair or a full
service upgrade, finding a contractor who knows the local area and takes pride in their work
makes all the difference. Reed Electrical Palos Hills IL has built a reputation for that kind of
reliable, code-conscious work, and it is the reason so many homeowners in the area
recommend them to their friends and family.



