When severe weather rolls through Denton County, patio doors are often one of the first places a home shows
weakness. The combination of wind pressure, hail impact, and water intrusion can expose poor seals and

lightweight hardware quickly.
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That is why impact resistant patio doors are worth a serious look if you want better storm performance without

giving up daylight or backyard access.

What Makes Patio Doors Vulnerable In Severe Weather

Unlike a solid entry door, a patio door depends on the frame, rollers or hinges, locks, and seals working together.

If one part starts to fail, drafts and leaks often follow.

The real problem is often a mix of conditions, not just one event. Wind pressure can stress the frame, rain can

exploit a bad seal, and hail can chip or crack vulnerable glass surfaces.

Local soil conditions also play a role. Expansive clay can shift a frame just enough to make a patio door hard to

close or less able to resist wind-driven rain.

Key Features To Look For In Storm-Ready Patio Doors

The term "impact resistant" does not mean a door is indestructible. It means the door is built to better manage

impact, hold together longer if struck, and reduce the chance of dangerous breakage.
Most homeowners should focus on a few core features:

® Laminated or impact-rated glass that stays together after impact
® Strong frame material and reinforcement around the sash or panel
® Reliable locking hardware that pulls the door tightly against the weatherstripping
® Quality weatherstripping and thresholds that can handle heavy rain
Material choice matters too. Fiberglass and reinforced aluminum systems often perform differently from basic

vinyl or light-duty frames, especially on larger openings. The best choice depends on the exposure at your home,

the size of the opening, and how much maintenance you are willing to do.
An experienced impact resistant patio doors company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

That kind of inspection matters because homeowners often assume a door is failing only because the glass is
older. In practice, the real problem may be worn rollers, loose hinges, failed seals, or a warped track that keeps

the panel from closing tightly.

How To Tell If It Is Time To Upgrade

Some patio door problems are repairable. A worn roller, tired weatherstripping, or a misaligned latch can often
be corrected. But once the frame is warped, the seal has failed, or the door no longer closes evenly, repair starts

to become a short-term patch rather than a real fix.
Watch for signs like these:

* Noticeable rattling or panel movement when storms roll through
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* Water intrusion at the threshold or side jambs

* (Condensation trapped between panes, which usually means the insulated seal has failed

A door that sticks, drags, or does not latch without force

Visible frame warping, cracking, or corrosion

If these symptoms are paired with hail exposure or repeated wind damage, impact resistant patio doors become
easier to justify. You are not only buying better glass. You are buying a tighter, more durable opening for one of

the most exposed parts of the house.

What To Expect Before You Replace A Patio Door

The cost of patio door replacement depends on more than the door itself. Labor, removal of the old unit, trim

work, and any framing corrections all affect the final number.

Storm-resistant doors need careful fitting. The installer should make sure the frame is square, the threshold is

sealed, and the locks pull the panel in evenly.

If you live in a managed community, check the HOA rules for replacing windows and front doors style documents

before ordering anything custom. It is easier to confirm the paperwork early than to redo a finished install later.

A good door is only one piece of the weather defense. Drainage, sealing, and maintenance all play a role in how

well the opening survives a rough season.



