What to Look for in a Landscaping Company
Scarborough Homeowners Trust

When you pull into your driveway after a long day, the first thing you notice is your yard. It might
be the overgrown shrubs that have seen better days, the patchy lawn that never seems to green
up, or the cracked concrete walkway that makes the whole front look tired. For homeowners in
Scarborough, finding the right team to transform that space can feel like a gamble. You want
someone who shows up when they say they will, who listens to what you want, and who has
the experience to handle the unique mix of clay soil, freeze-thaw cycles, and municipal bylaws
that come with the territory.

A good landscaping company Scarborough residents rely on does more than just mow lawns
or plant a few flowers. They understand that your property is an investment, and the work they
do needs to hold up against Canadian winters, summer downpours, and the everyday wear of
kids and pets. Over the years, | have seen homeowners make the same mistakes over and over
when hiring landscapers. They go with the cheapest quote, sign a contract based on a
handshake, and end up with a patio that shifts after the first frost or a lawn that dies by July.
Knowing what separates a solid crew from a fly-by-night operation can save you thousands and
a lot of headaches.

Experience with Local Soil and Climate

Scarborough sits on a mix of glacial till and clay, which means drainage is often a problem.
After a heavy rain, many yards turn into mini lakes. A landscaper who has worked in the area
for years will know how to grade a property to move water away from the foundation, where to
install dry wells, and which plants actually thrive in heavy clay versus sandy loam. They will
also understand the microclimates created by Lake Ontario. The lake effect means
Scarborough gets more snow than some northern suburbs, but also milder temperatures in
spring and fall. That affects when you can plant, when you should fertilize, and how much salt
damage your lawn will take from sidewalk runoff.



| once watched a crew install a paver patio on a base of straight sand, which is fine for a desert
but not for a region that freezes and thaws fifty times a winter. By the next spring, the pavers
were uneven and the joints were full of weeds. A landscaper who knows the local conditions
will use a crushed stone base, compact it in lifts, and account for proper slope. That kind of
knowledge comes from doing the work here, not from a national franchise manual.
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Interlocking Driveways That Last

Interlocking driveways have become the standard in Scarborough for good reason. They look
clean, they allow water to drain through the joints instead of running off into the street, and
they can handle the weight of a truck without cracking. But the quality of an interlocking job
depends entirely on the base preparation and the edge restraints. A reputable landscaping
company_Scarborough homeowners trust will dig down at least six to eight inches, lay

geotextile fabric to stop weeds, fill with granular A gravel, and compact every layer with a plate
compactor. They will also install concrete curbs or heavy-duty plastic edging to keep the pavers
from spreading over time.

Connect with us on Facebook.

One detail that often gets overlooked is the bedding sand. Some crews use sharp sand, which
locks together well but can be hard to work with. Others use a finer concrete sand that settles
evenly. The best approach depends on the paver shape and the traffic load. A good contractor
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will explain the trade-offs and let you choose, rather than just using whatever is cheapest. They
will also seal the pavers after installation to protect against oil stains and salt, and they will
show you how to maintain the joints with polymeric sand every couple of years.

Snow Removal Contracts That Make Sense

If you own a commercial property or a large residential lot, a reliable snow removal contract is
not a luxury. It is a necessity. Scarborough gets enough snow each winter that a single missed
plow can lead to a slip-and-fall lawsuit or a tenant complaint. But not all snow removal
contracts are created equal. Some companies overbook and show up twelve hours after the
storm ends. Others use subcontractors who do not carry proper insurance. A landscaping
company that also does snow removal is often a better bet because they have an existing
relationship with your property. They know where the catch basins are, which corners drift the
most, and where to pile snow without blocking sight lines.

When evaluating a snow contract, look for clear language about the trigger depth, the response
time, and what happens during a multi-day event. Some companies charge per push, while
others offer a flat seasonal rate. The flat rate is easier to budget for, but make sure it includes a
maximum number of pushes. | have seen contracts that look affordable until you realize the
company limits you to ten pushes, and a heavy winter will eat through that by February. A
honest operator will discuss your actual needs based on the size of the lot and historical
snowfall data for the area.

Backyard Transformations and Plant Selection



A backyard is more than just a patch of grass. It is where you host barbecues, let the kids run
around, and unwind after work. A good design starts with understanding how you actually use
the space. Do you need a shaded seating area, a vegetable garden, a path to the shed, or a fire
pit? A skilled landscaper will walk the property with you, take note of sun exposure and wind
patterns, and suggest plants that will thrive without constant maintenance. They will also talk
about native species that attract pollinators and require less water, which is both practical and
environmentally sound.

| have seen too many projects where the homeowner picks plants based on a picture from a
garden centre, only to watch them struggle in the actual conditions. A red maple that looks
stunning in a catalogue might scorch in a south-facing yard with reflected heat from a brick
wall. A hydrangea that blooms all summer in a nursery pot might sulk in heavy clay. A
knowledgeable landscaper will steer you toward plants that work, not just plants that look good
on paper. They will also time the planting correctly. In Scarborough, the ideal window for most
trees and shrubs is late April to early June, or late September to mid-October, when the soil is
workable and the heat stress is low.

Why Experience and Reputation Matter

The landscaping industry has a low barrier to entry. Anyone can buy a truck and a mower and
call themselves a professional. But the difference between a crew that treats your yard like a
production line and one that treats it like a client's home shows in the details. A reputable
landscaping company Scarborough residents recommend will have a portfolio of completed
projects, a list of references you can actually call, and a written contract that spells out the
scope, timeline, and payment schedule. They will also carry liability insurance and WSIB
coverage, which protects you if someone gets hurt on your property.

| have worked on projects where the homeowner hired a guy who was "cheap and fast" only to
have him disappear halfway through the job. The cost to fix his mistakes was more than the
original quote. That is not to say every small operator is unreliable. Many one-person crews do
excellent work. But you need to do your due diligence. Ask for photos of recent work in the
neighborhood. Drive by a completed job if you can. Talk to the homeowner about their
experience. A few hours of research can prevent years of regret.



A Final Word on Choosing Your Team

At the end of the day, your yard is a reflection of how you care for your home. The right
landscaping partner will respect your budget, communicate clearly, and leave you with a space
you actually want to spend time in. If you are looking for a landscaping company in the
Scarborough area, you might consider reaching out to a local provider with a proven track
record. Jayden's Landscaping Markham, located at 5357 19th Ave, Markham, ON L3P 3J3, can
be reached at +1 647-621-4219. They have been serving the community since 2014 and offer a
full range of services from interlocking driveways to seasonal snow removal, all with a family-
run approach that emphasizes quality and reliability.



