
Understanding the Rehoming Process for Bully
Breeds
Deciding that a dog can no longer stay in its current home is rarely a simple choice. For owners
of bully breeds such as French Bulldogs, English Bulldogs, and American Bullies, the decision
often comes with a mix of guilt, worry, and confusion about what to do next. The good news is
that there are structured, compassionate ways to handle this situation that prioritize the dog's
well-being while respecting the owner's circumstances. Understanding the rehoming process,
the role of foster-based rescue organizations, and what to expect can make a difficult time
more manageable for everyone involved.

Why Owners Consider Rehoming
Life changes in ways people do not always anticipate. A family might face a sudden move to a
rental that does not allow pets, a serious illness, or a financial setback that makes caring for a
bulldog's health needs unsustainable. Behavioral challenges, such as aggression toward other
pets or separation anxiety, can also push an owner to consider finding a new home. In many
cases, the owner loves the dog deeply but recognizes that their current situation no longer
provides what the animal needs to thrive. Recognizing this is the first step toward a
responsible solution, rather than leaving the dog in a stressful environment or, worse,
abandoning it.

When an owner reaches this point, the goal should be to place the dog in a home that matches
its temperament, health requirements, and personality. This is where working with a dedicated
rescue organization becomes valuable. A foster-based rescue, especially one that focuses on
bully breeds, understands the specific traits and challenges of these dogs. They can guide the
owner through each step without judgment, focusing on what is best for the animal.

The Role of Foster-Based Rescues
Unlike traditional shelters that keep dogs in kennels, a foster-based rescue places dogs into
temporary homes with experienced volunteers. This model has several advantages for both the
dog and the owner who needs to surrender the animal. The dog lives in a real home
environment, which reduces stress and allows the rescue to learn about its behavior in a
domestic setting. This information is critical for finding a good permanent match. For the
owner, it offers peace of mind that the dog will be cared for by someone who knows the breed
and can address any medical or behavioral needs right away.

The process typically begins when the owner reaches out to the rescue and fills out a surrender
application. This form collects detailed information about the dog's history, health,



temperament, and daily routines. It might ask about feeding schedules, reactions to other
animals, any known medical conditions, and what the owner believes the ideal new home
would look like. Honesty on this form is essential. A rescue cannot place a dog safely if it does
not know about a tendency to guard food or a fear of children. The application also helps the
rescue prioritize cases based on urgency and available foster space.

What Happens During an Intake Evaluation
Once the surrender application is submitted, the rescue conducts an intake evaluation. This is
not a test that the dog can fail. Instead, it is a thorough assessment that helps the rescue
understand the dog's physical health, behavior, and any special needs. A veterinarian may
check for common issues in bully breeds, such as skin allergies, breathing difficulties, or joint
problems. A behavior assessment might look at how the dog responds to new people, other
dogs, and handling. The results of this evaluation shape the dog's care plan and the type of
home that will suit it best.



It is important for owners to know that an intake evaluation is not meant to judge them or their
dog. The rescue's goal is to gather facts so they can provide appropriate care. Some owners
worry that revealing a dog's behavioral issues will lead to the dog being deemed unadoptable.
In reality, knowing these details allows the rescue to match the dog with a foster home that has
experience handling those specific challenges. A dog that is reactive to other dogs, for
example, can be placed in a home with no other pets and a foster parent who understands how
to manage that behavior.

The Surrender Dog Process in Practice



When an owner decides to surrender dog to a rescue, the process involves several practical
steps. The owner and rescue coordinate a time and place to hand over the dog. This may
happen at the owner's home, a neutral location, or the rescue's intake facility. During the
handoff, the owner typically provides the dog's belongings, such as food, bowls, leashes,
crates, and any medical records. The rescue may ask the owner to sign a surrender agreement
that transfers legal ownership. This document protects the rescue and ensures that the owner
will not reclaim the dog later without going through the proper adoption process.

Many rescues ask for a surrender fee. This fee helps cover the costs of veterinary care,
vaccinations, spaying or neutering, and daily care while the dog is in foster. The amount varies,
but it is usually far less than the cost of emergency boarding or medical treatment. Some
owners worry that paying a fee feels unfair, especially when they are already in a tough spot.
But the fee serves a practical purpose: it ensures that the rescue can continue to help other
dogs and that the owner is making a committed decision rather than a hasty one.

After the dog enters foster care, the rescue begins the adoption placement phase. They create
a profile for the dog, often with photos and a description of its personality, likes, and dislikes.
They screen potential adopters through applications, interviews, and home visits. The goal is
not to place the dog as quickly as possible but to find the right home. This might take weeks or
months, depending on the dog's needs and the availability of suitable adopters. The owner can
take comfort in knowing that the rescue is working diligently on the dog's behalf.

What Owners Should Watch Out For
Not all rehoming options are created equal. Some online platforms allow owners to list their
dogs directly, but these come with risks. The person who responds may not be a suitable
adopter, and there is little oversight to ensure the dog ends up in a safe environment. Owners
should avoid giving away a dog to someone they have not thoroughly vetted. A legitimate
rescue will have a clear process, a public presence, and references from past adopters or
partner organizations.

Another concern is the emotional toll on the owner. Feeling guilty or sad after surrendering a
dog is normal. Some owners worry that they have failed their pet. It helps to remember that
making a responsible choice to find a better situation is an act of care, not failure. Many
rescues offer follow-up updates or photos of the dog in its new home, which can provide
closure and reassurance.

Practical Tips for a Smooth Transition
To make the process easier for the dog, owners can take a few steps before the handoff.
Keeping the dog's routine as normal as possible in the days leading up to the surrender
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reduces stress. Providing the dog's favorite toys, bedding, and food gives it familiar scents and
comforts in the new environment. Writing down a detailed history, including any quirks, fears,
or favorite activities, helps the foster parent bond with the dog more quickly. Owners should
also ensure that the dog's vaccinations are up to date and that they have copies of medical
records ready.

It is also wise to ask the rescue questions before committing. How long does the foster period
typically last? What kind of medical care will the dog receive? Will the rescue provide updates?
How does the adoption screening process work? A transparent rescue will answer these
questions openly. If a rescue is vague or unwilling to share information, that is a red flag.



Supporting Bully Breeds Through the Journey
Bully breeds face unique challenges in the rehoming world. Some people hold misconceptions
about their temperament, assuming they are aggressive or difficult. In reality, many bulldogs
are affectionate, loyal, and good with children. However, they can also be stubborn, prone to
certain health issues, and sensitive to heat or cold. A rescue that specializes in these breeds
knows how to market them effectively and how to educate potential adopters. They can also
address breed-specific legislation or rental restrictions that might otherwise block a successful
placement.

For the owner who needs to surrender dog, working with a breed-specific rescue often leads to
a better outcome than a general shelter. The rescue's network of foster homes, veterinarians,
and adopters who already love the breed creates a support system that benefits everyone. The
dog lands in a home that understands its needs, the owner gains peace of mind, and the
rescue fulfills its mission of helping animals in need.

Moving Forward with Confidence
Rehoming a dog is never a decision to take lightly, but it does not have to be a source of lasting
regret. By choosing a structured, compassionate path through a foster-based rescue, owners
can ensure that their dog receives the care and attention it deserves. The process may involve
paperwork, fees, and a waiting period, but each step is designed to protect the animal and find
a home where it will thrive. Owners who take this route often find that they can move forward
knowing they did right by their dog, even when circumstances made it impossible to keep it.


